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FIA WEC – 6hrs of Mexico – B. Senna, N. Prost, J. Canal
Vaillante Rebellion Racing – Oreca 07 Gibson



The FIA World Endurance Championship is pas-
sionately supported by Motul which is proud to be 
the official lubricant partner. The famous red and 
white logo could be clearly seen on the Autódro-
mo Hermanos Rodríguez, thus named in honour 
of the former drivers and idols of the local public, 
Pedro and Ricardo Rodriguez. Motul's colours were 
indeed painted all over the asphalt strips beyond 
the rumble strips on each side of the circuit in the 
most spectacular stadium area. On 3 September, 
Mexico hosted a splendid race in LMP2 which fi-
nished with the win of team Vaillante Rebellion, 
partnered technically by Motul! 
At least four teams were contending right to 
the end for the win in in this category where 
they were separated by only 35 seconds at the 

arrival. The Oreca Vaillante Rebellion #31 soon 
pushed forward to the lead in the hands of Bru-
no Senna. Frenchies Nicolas Prost and Julien 
Canal kept this position of leader before the 
return of their Brazlian team-mate to the cock-
pit for the end of the race. Despite spinning out 
54 minutes before the end, Bruno Senna and 
the Swiss team had the last word! 'This first win  
after finishing 2nd three times allows us to  
return to the fight for the championship' com-
mented Julien Canal.
Clearwater Racing, Motul's other technical partner 
at the highest level of car endurance, reached the 
arrival fifth-placed in LMGTE Am. The Singaporean 
team comes second-placed in its category in the 
provisional world standings.  

FIA WEC
MEXICO 6 HOURS

VALOUR REWARDED 
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Jackie Chan DC Racing #38, 118 pts

Vaillante Rebellion #31, 95 pts

Signatech Alpine #36, 76 pts

01
02
03

LMP2 ENDURANCE TROPHY TEAMS STANDINGS

B. Senna, N. Prost, J. Canal
Vaillante Rebellion Racing 

Oreca 07 Gibson



The date of the Desafio Ruta 40 changed this 
year, the Argentinian cross country rally switching 
from June to the end of August with a prologue and 
five stages from the 26nd to the 31st. Not content 
with clinching a splendid one-two, Monster Energy 
Honda Team has picked up hope again of adding 
to its list of wins and to that of its technical partner 
Motul, with a world cup in just over a month.  
The event pays tribute to national road 40 crossing 
Argentina from the Bolivian boarder in the north to 
the southernmost tip of Patagonia. The race route 
covers 2,333 km in the provinces of the north-east 
of the country from San Juan to Tucuman.
From the second to the fourth stage, Kevin Be-
navides on home turf, and his Portuguese team-

mate Paulo Gonçalves, were constantly switching 
place in the lead of the rally! But on the last day, 
the Argentinian kept the advantage. Kevin thus 
repeated his 2016 success when the Desafio Ruta 
did not yet count for the World Championship. So 
it is therefore also his first win at this level. 'Stage 
1 was particularly difficult. I injured my hand before 
getting hit in the nose by my bike in the dunes,' 
commented the winner as if to confirm that win-
ning is never easy...  
Paulo Gonçalves experienced trouble in the fourth 
stage, including a fall. 2nd at the arrival, he is back 
in the race for the title. Michael Metge won the last 
stage and the adventure finished with 5th place for 
Ricky Brabec.

FIM CROSS-COUNTRY RALLIES
DESAFIO RUTA 40

ARGENTINIAN'S TRIALS AND 
TRIBULATIONS ON HOME TURF 
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Pablo Quintanilla (Husqvarna), 87 pts

Paulo Gonçalves (Honda), 82 pts

Sam Sunderland (KTM), 81 pts

Kevin Benavides (Honda), 74 pts
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STANDINGS

 Kevin Benavides
Monster Energy Honda Team 

Honda CRF450 Rally



The World Motocross Championship made a 
detour to the United States on 2 and 3 September, 
between the Swedish and Dutch rounds. The fac-
tory teams supported technically by Motul expe-
rienced mixed fortunes. The Hondas entered the 
Top 10 and at Suzuki a very solid overall result can 
be noted in MX2 but there was also unfortunately 
Arminas Jasikonis' hip dislocation …
The Lithuanian was 3rd before flying over his han-
dlebars on landing after a leap and being hit by his 
bike. 'It sometimes takes several months to reco-
ver completely from this type of injury,' deplored  
team Suzuki World MXGP manager Stefan Everts. 
Forced to quit in race one, Kevin Strijbos lifted 
the spirits of the team members by clinching a 

5th place at the arrival of race two, his best race  
of the season.  
On the WW Motocross Park in Jacksonville, the 
rider of Team HRC Tim Gajser made several mis-
takes before bagging 4th place of the Grand Prix. 
His paddock neighbour, Evgeny Bobryshev, col-
lided during race two with another bike. Despite 
being hit in his collarbone that was fractured in 
May he nevertheless clinched 10th place overall. 
The Suzuki MX2 boys well deserved their share 
of the cheering. Australian rookie Hunter Law-
rence mounted the second step of the podium, 
his best result in the Grand Prix to date! 4th,  
Jeremy Seewer clawed back 5 points off the 
championship leader.

MXGP
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

A ROOKIE 
ON THE PODIUM
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Pauls Jonass (KTM), 696 pts

Jeremy Seewer (Suzuki), 656 pts

Thomas Kjer Olsen (Husqvarna), 523 pts
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Jeremy Seewer
Suzuki Racing

Suzuki RM-Z250



The 5th staging of the Isle of Man Classic TT, 
where Motul is the official lubricant partner, was 
seriously disturbed by the weather conditions. 
The Superbike category race was for instance 
postponed till 29 August. Michael Dunlop, one 
of the major favourites with his GSXR1100 XR69 
of team Classic Suzuki, knew straightaway in lap 
one that he wouldn't win the event for the fourth 
time.  Suffering technical problems he soon re-
tired to the paddock while his team-mate, Danny 
Webb, saved the honour of the team managed by 
Steve Wheatman by bagging 9th place.
Team York Suzuki/Motul Oils took over the fi-
ght for the podium. This structure created by 
former rider Kevin Pearson likes Motul products 

so much that its Facebook profile photo is the 
300V logo itself!  
5th in lap one, its rider David 'Davo' Johnson rose 
to 2nd place in lap two  before being caught up 
by two contenders and finishing at the foot of the 
podium. Johnson hails from Adelaïde in Austra-
lia and his first appearance in the Tourist Trophy 
was back in 2010. He won then in the rookies 
'Newcomers' race. Five years later he discovered 
the Classic spin-off of the most famous of road 
events.  
His namesake and team-mate, Gary 'Gazza' John-
son, experienced less success. The Lincolnshire 
ace managed to cover only two of the four laps 
before having to retire. 

CLASSIC TT
ISLE OF MAN
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David Johnson
Team York Suzuki

Suzuki GSXR1100 XR69



The  directors of ACO, FIA and FIA WEC, for 
which Motul is the official lubricant partner, dis-
closed, on the eve of the 6 Hours of Mexico, va-
rious measures to relaunch the endurance disci-
pline at its highest level as well its top category, 
LMP1.
So the 'super season' ahead will spread from the 
beginning of 2018 to mid 2019. No titles will there-
fore be awarded next year. After a Prologue on the 
Paul Ricard, giving the contenders the possibility 
of doing a 36 hours endurance test, the 'super sea-
son' will begin with the 6 Hours of Spa.  This tran-
sitional FIA WEC will twice include the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans, the 2018 staging being its second round 
and the 2019 staging the grand final! 

Between the two, five other events are program-
med: Fuji, Shanghai, a 'mystery' round in February, 
the welcome return of the 12 Hours of Sebring and 
Spa again. The following stagings of the FIA WEC 
will include seven races straddling two years, as in 
endurance motorcycling, but with the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans as the closing round. The dilemma will be 
a tough but interesting one for those faced with 
making a choice between bagging a world title or 
gunning for glory at Le Mans...  
Jean Todt (President of the Fédération Internatio-
nale de l’Automobile - FIA) stated: 'I'm delighted 
with this new schedule and the changes to the 
WEC championship. The great motorsports disci-
pline will get off to a new start.' 

FIA WEC
NEW CHAMPIONSHIP FORMAT ANNOUNCEMENT

HEADING FOR THE 'SUPER SEASON'
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