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Dakar Rally – Kevin Benavides – HRC Rally – Honda CRF450 Rally



The Dakar Rally finished its South American 
route on Saturday 20 January in  Cordoba. 57% of 
the contenders who set off from Lima reached the 
arrival podium. The teams supported technically 
by Motul brought home a win and two 2nd places 
in their respective category. And the red and white 
logo firm itself can be proud of cementing its repu-
tation as a major partner of the event by succee-
ding in its own challenges. 
'We've just finished an incredibly difficult Dakar 
which pressed us all. We have secured an excellent 
2nd place with Kevin Benavides who also won the 
last stage. Congratulations to him and to all the 
team which worked very hard.'  

Raul Castells, team-manager of team Monster En-
ergy Honda, partnered technically by Motul, took 
note of this result philosophically and that's enti-
rely to his credit. Anyhow, the 2018 Dakar gave the 
Japanese manufacturer a real pasting: Paulo Gon-
çalves, injured shortly before the start and forced 
to quit; Joan Barreda, magnificently combative, 
overcome by a damaged knee whereas he started 
from 2nd position ; Michael Metge, betrayed by his 
navigation instruments;  Ricky Brabec victim of a 
crippling glitch in the penultimate stage... and the 
cursed Tuesday 16 January that prevented Kevin 
Benavides from winning.
'Winning the Dakar's my dream and I was ever >>  
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>> so close to it,' stated the Argentinian. 'I wasn't far 
off the win and without the problem in stage 10 … 
I've worked a lot to get to this point and I'm going to 
continue giving it my all to reach my goal.'
Motul celebrated the success of Toyota Auto Body 
in class T2 of car category, with Akira Miura and 
Laurent Lichtleuchter. Meanwhile satisfaction do-
minated at XTREMEPLUS Polaris Factory Team with 
the surreal battle forward by Patrice Garrouste and 
Steven Griener finishing on second step in SxS! 
Claude Fourier and Szymon Gospodarczyk com-

pleted the podium, with the satisfaction of fini-
shing first of the non-turbos in that category. 
Motul's Dakar village booth, the Motul Racing Lab 
for oil analysis and the series of Epic Story by Motul 
videos delighted the spectators, contenders and mil-
lions of Dakar Rally fans. As for the 'Original by Motul' 
riders, who set off without any assistance other than 
that provided by the high performance lubricants 
specialist, 16 out of the 27 on the starting grid got to 
the end of their intense effort … feats which Motul 
can well and truly consider victories!  
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Matthias Walkner (KTM)

Kevin Benavides (Honda) +16’53’

Toby Pryce (KTM) +23’01
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Launched in Monaco on 31 December 2017, 
the tenth staging of the Africa Eco Race was 
contended from 2 to 14 January between Morocco 
and Senegal with Motul in its favourite role as offi-
cial lubricant partner. The race saw the crowning 
of Mathieu Serradori co-piloted by Fabian Lurquin 
in Car category. Their SRT 'home-made' buggy, de-
signed by Lionel Constant's LCR structure, enjoyed 
Motul's technology to win four of the twelve stages 
and reach Pink Lake as the winner.  
Already speedy in 2017 but outpaced owing to 
technical glitches, Serradori and Lurquin gave a 
flawless performance this time. They encountered 
a few problems as did the outgoing winners, and 
finally the Franco-Belgian duo won, with a slight-
ly over one hour lead, by being steady. 'We expe-

rienced a magnificent fortnight thanks to a fantastic 
team,' commented a beaming Mathieu Serradori. 
'Three years ago I never thought we could reach 
such a level.'
Other teams supported technically by Motul bril-
liantly enlivened the event. Fractionally less rapid 
with their Optimus Evolution buggy from MD Rallye 
Sport, the two Pascals - Thomasse and Larroque – 
favoured steadiness to bag 3rd place. Jean-Claude 
Ruffier is worthy of praise for taking his team Dakar 
Can-Am to 4th place in SSV category...  at the res-
pectable age of 78! Last, thanks to Motul, the Malle 
Moto riders contending without assistance could 
work each evening under the shelter of a tent and 
with electricity and also the entire range of Motul 
maintenance products.
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M.Serradori, F.Lurquin MCM LCR 30
V.Vasilyev, K.Zhiltsov Mini Cooper Countryman

P.Thomasse, P.Larroque Optimus MD

Serradori-Lurquin (LCR30)

Vasilyef-Zhiltsov (Mini), + 1h07’31

Thomasse-Larroque (Optimus) + 4h10’40
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The 2016/2017 Andros Trophy Elite vice-cham-
pion is doing his utmost to become 2017/2018 
champion! Whereas he had only a tiny lead of 14 
points coming off Isola 2000, Eddy Bénézet more 
than doubled that gap on 20 and 21 January in 
Serre Chevalier, where the driver of team CMR, 
partnered technically by Motul, clinched 2nd place 
and also the win.  
Elite, Elite Pro? How do they work? To limit costs 
in the Andros Trophy, a same car is driven alterna-
tely by two drivers who each contend in a different 
championship. So BMW M2 #3 of former French 
and European champion  Eddy Bénézet in Elite is 
driven by Franck Lagorce in Elite Pro. The former 

F1 driver has clinched a fifth podium in as many 
meets contended this season. He remains in the 
running for a place in the final Top 3 as his gap 
with the two drivers holding joint 2nd place indeed 
stands at just 9 units. 
The bikers of the AMV Cup, partnered by Motul, 
scored double in the Hautes Alpes department 
with twice as many finals on their programme than 
usually! Motul's second yellow jersey is Sylvain Da-
bert who clawed back the AMV Cup leadership on 
the 'Serre-Che' snow. The driver of team Trebad 
was absent from the podium on Saturday before 
winning it all on Sunday. Next episode? In Lans-en-
Vercors, on 26 and 27 January.

TROPHÉE ANDROS
SERRE CHEVALIER 

YELLOW JERSEYS 
ON WHITE SLOPES

RACE

05/07

 FOLLOW   US ON

motul.com

Eddy Bénézet (BMW M2), 551 pts

Louis Gervoson (Audi A1 Quattro), 521 pts

Lionel Daziano (Audi A1 Quattro), 518 pts
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Eddy Bénézét
Team CMR

BMW M2



M-TEC Co., Ltd., better known under the brand 
Mugen, presented on 12 January its various car 
and motorcycle sports programmes. Mugen provi-
des its technology to its drivers, riders and teams, 
while also getting involved directly as Team Mu-
gen, with Motul's technical support.  
Mugen's two wheeler presence is based on the in-
novative electric motorcycle concept developed 
by young engineers at the company. The Japanese 
firm has won the last four stagings of the TT Zero 
event organised during the Isle of Man Tourist Tro-
phy fortnight. The Shinden Roku is giving way to 
an advanced machine called the Shinden Nana. 
The identity of the three riders is expected to be 
disclosed at the official presentation scheduled at 
the Tokyo Motorcycle Show in March this year.

As for motorsports, we're expecting to see Mu-
gen in the two main Japanese championships. 
In Super Formula, the team was ever so close 
to the 2017 title with Pierre Gasly, who has since 
been promoted as confirmed F1 driver. The Dal-
laras #15 and #16 will be driven by Nirei Fukuzu-
mi, 3rd of the GP3 Series last year and by the 
experienced Naoki Yamamoto, 2013 champion 
of the discipline. In Super GT, Hideki Mutoh and 
Daisuke Nakajima will be sharing Team Mugen's 
Honda NSX GT500.
Mugen will not be lacking activity during the sea-
son with the supply, maintenance and operation 
on circuits of Honda engines in Super Formula and 
also in Super GT. A mission that concerns thirteen 
cars in all.

MUGEN
SEASON PRESENTATION

LOYALTY AND AMBITION

Bruce Anstey
Team Mugen

Mugen Shinden Roku

Credits : Franois Flamand, DPPI, Florent Gooden, Eric Vargiolu, 
Africa Eco Race, B.BADE, Steve Babb Photography

Motul Sport News 2018 © Motul - All right reserved
Motul 119 bd Felix Faure • 93300 Aubervilliers
Publishing & editing coordinator : Leslie Raiwoit / l.raiwoit@fr.motul.com


