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Rolex 24 at Daytona – Core Autosport – Jon Bennett, Colin Braun, Romain Dumas,  
Loïc Duval – Oreca 07 LMP2



Motul and IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship signed a partnership agreement 
which saw its first race at the Daytona 24 Hours on 
27 and 28 January. One of the feats of the race was 
achieved by CORE Autosports, a team partnered 
technically by Motul which began its performance 
in the top category with a fantastic 3rd place.  
Based in Rock Hill, South Carolina, Core Autosports 
had taken great care in its recruitment: the two for-
mer winners of the 24 Hours of Le Mans and Wor-
ld Endurance champions, Romain Dumas and Loïc 
Duval indeed joined Colin Braun and Jonathan Ben-
nett to form the crew of #54. That crew has regularly 
progressed in the standings to finish in the lead of 
the 'Pro-Ams', best Oreca and ahead of all the other 

'pure' LMP2s, less than one lap off the absolute win.  
Motul was also involved alongside United Autos-
ports which fascinated the fans with, once again, 
world-class drivers at the wheel of its Ligier-Gib-
sons. #23 driven by Fernando Alonso, Lando Norris 
and Phil Hanson fell seriously back in the standings 
following a technical glitch during the eleventh 
hour. But   #32 shared by Bruno Senna, Paul di Resta, 
Will Owen and Hugo de Sadeleer long battled it out 
for the podium before having to content themsel-
ves with 4th place.  
The Motul Pole Award rewarded Wayne Taylor Ra-
cing in Prototype and Spirit of Race Ferrari in GTD 
but success left these two teams by the wayside in 
the race.
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Albuquerque / Barbosa / Fittipaldi (Cadillac DPi) 808 laps

Nasr / Curran / Conway / Middleton (Cadillac DPi) +1:10.544

Bennett / Braun / Dumas / Duval (Oreca LMP2) +1:31.882
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STANDINGS

Core Autosport
Jon Bennett, Colin Braun, 

Romain Dumas, Loïc Duval



Motul is continuing its partnership with one of 
the major classic car shows. From 7 to 11 February, 
at the Porte de Versailles exhibition grounds in Pa-
ris,   Rétromobile will bring together 500 fabulous 
cars, 100 clubs and 550 exhibitors including a Mo-
tul booth not to be missed on any pretext.  
Motul is one of the world leaders of the classic 
vehicles' lubricants market. The range features four 
products: SAE 30 and SAE 50 oils are intended for 
engines from 1900 to 1950, 20W50 concerns the 
following two decades, while semi-synthetic 2100 
15W50 was developed for engines built after 1970.   
There's also a wide variety of cleaning and mainte-
nance products. Experts will be on site to advise 
enthusiasts and a website www.motulclassic.com 

specially devoted to them will be launched during 
Rétromobile.
On its booth F30 in Hall 1, the red and white logo 
firm will be celebrating the 30th anniversary of the 
revival of the Carrera Panamericana. That legen-
dary event, originally organised from 1950 to 1954, 
was indeed relaunched in 1988 and is today open 
to cars built from the fifties to the seventies.
The Motul-Fondation du Patrimoine Grand Prix 
is awarded each year publicly at Rétromobile. It 
will be the tenth anniversary of the agreement 
between the two partners of the Grand Prix which 
has already allowed 45 restoration projects to be 
supported financially. The 2018 prize-winner will 
be unveiled on Motul's booth at the show.
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The MotoGP teams met again in Malaysia for 
three days of preparatory tests from 28 to 30 Ja-
nuary. But, as a prelude to this very important meet, 
the Suzuki factory team partnered technically by 
Motul held somewhat special private tests. The Ja-
panese team invited Josh Waters, Michael Dunlop 
and Toni Elias to ride its 2017 MotoGP machine on 
Sepang circuit. These three riders share the fact 
that in 2017 they won a championship or top-level 
event partnered by Motul, with a Suzuki entered by 
a team supported technically by Motul!   
The first to start was Josh Waters, champion of the 
Australian Superbike Championship presented by 
Motul Pirelli with Team Suzuki Australia. Michael 
Dunlop, who won the prestigious Senior TT race 
of the Tourist Trophy with team Bennetts last year, 

then took over. Next it was the turn of Toni Elias, 
the only one of the trio to have experience of the 
top category. Defending MotoAmerica Motul Su-
perbike Champion with Yoshimura Suzuki Factory 
Racing, he nevertheless appreciated the expe-
rience.
Still in Sepang, Suzuki Racing presented on Satur-
day 27 January its 2018 machine in the presence 
of its confirmed drivers Andrea Ianonne and Alex 
Rins. The two men took to the track the following 
day in the company of their contenders at the next 
MotoGP, including the two other teams partnered 
by Motul. Alongside 2017 best newcomer Johann 
Zarco, Monster Yamaha Tech3 tested Yonny Her-
nandez, while Aprilia Racing Team Gresini entered 
Aleix Espargaro and its new recruit Scott Redding.
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The Andros Trophy reached a significant point 
on the occasion of the penultimate meet of its 
29th staging. The Lans-en-Vercors meet, on 26 
and 27 January, was indeed the 300th event of the 
famous Motul-supported series forming a harmo-
nious mix of sport, gliding, a show, innovation and 
the art of the third half-time!
Everything began in 1990 in Serre-Chevalier, at 
the impetus of two entrepreneurial drivers Max 
Mamers and Frédéric Gervoson CEO of Andros. 
Among the decisive dates of the history of Andros, 
mention can be made of the first ice race in Paris 
already in 1991, the arrival of motorcycles on ice 
in 1996, Stade de France in 1999, Ice Girls, a race 
on an oval, another in Canada, cars, motorcycles 
and then an electric series… The organisers have 

always known how to create a good surprise to 
thrill the crowds.  
Lans-en-Vercors was already on the first calendar. 
28 years forward it was a rather favourable meet for 
the three teams supported technically by Motul.  In 
Elite Pro, Benoît Tréluyer triumphed for the second 
time of the season on Saturday at the wheel of his 
Audi A1 Quattro of team ComToYou, while the day 
before, Franck Lagorce mounted the third step 
of the podium for Classic & Modern Racing. That 
team is continuing to call the shots in Elite with the 
same BMW M2, thanks to the fantastic dexterity of 
Eddy Bénezet, winner of race1.
With 522 studs spread over just two wheels, Syl-
vain Dabert is continuing to forge his success in 
the lead of the AMV Cup.

FRENCH ICE RACING
LANS-EN-VERCORS
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Eddy Bénézet (BMW M2), 616 pts

Louis Gervoson (Audi A1 Quattro), 591 pts

Sylvain Pussier (Peugeot 3008), 570 pts
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ELITE CLASS PROVISIONAL STANDINGS

F. Lagorce
Team CMR

BMW M2
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