
ENGLISH VERSION
14.02.18

 FOLLOW   US ON

motul.com

Rétromobile – Paris



The Rétromobile show partnered by Motul 
closed its gates in the evening of Sunday 11 Fe-
bruary after five days of high visitor attendance 
despite weather conditions impeding travel in the 
Paris region. Motul's booth was also highly visited. 
The company's experts gave advice galore to en-
thusiasts on the maintenance of all generations of 
classic cars. The evocative decor of the Carrera 
Panamericana aroused curiosity as a prelude to 
the 30th staging of the revival of the event as a 
historic rally in 1988. But Motul was also present at 
many other exhibitors as evidenced.
Walking along aisle L, you couldn't miss Classic Ra-
cing School's booth. Julien Chaffard and Morgan 
Pezzo had the fantastic idea of launching on the 
Charade circuit in Auvergne a school where you 
can discover driving an 'old school' single seater. 

A fleet of  Formula Fords was purchased from the 
manufacturer Crosslé. The 90F model built for the 
school is inspired by the brand's first Formula Ford, 
the 16F dating from 1969.
Collecting Crosslés year after year, Paul McMorran 
finished by buying the Northern Irish company out. 
He spoke to us of his connections with the Clas-
sic Racing School. 'Julien contacted me two years 
ago with a view to equipping the school with ci-
gar-shaped single seaters typical of the spirit of end 
of 1960s creations. We came to an agreement even 
without signing a contract, in the old-fashioned 
way. Since a short while, a technical partnership 
has been entered into with Motul whose products 
we greatly appreciate.'  
There are a few differences between this 'new ver-
sion' and the Crosslé of Formula Ford pioneers. >> 

RÉTROMOBILE CLASSIC CAR SHOW
PARIS

ZIGZAGGING ALONG RÉTROMOBILE'S AISLES
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>> 'Our 90F didn't need to be completely authen-
tic. It looks like an end of the 1960s car and gives 
you the same sensations. But it's modern in terms 
of build, maintenance and security. For instance, its 
Ford Zetec engine is similar to that the Formula Ford 
adopted in 1992. It's reliable and complies with the 
same noise standards.' The school's clients fall for 
the charming dog clutch gear box and the famous 
heel-toe shifting. 
That discussion with Paul McMorran led us to the 
booth of the Fédération Française du Sport Auto-
mobile, whose Historic Tour is supported by Mo-
tul. Crosslé's general manager is among one of its 
fans. 'I participate in Ford Formula races in France 
in Class B of cars prior to 1981, and we contend in… 
the Motul Challenge!' 
This most stirring show also provided an opportu-
nity to admire a few gems at Brabus Classic. The 

restoration specialist of classic Mercedes-Benz 
clearly highlighted its technical partnership with 
Motul at Rétromobile. Among the star vehicles dis-
played this year there was a 300 SL Gullwing with 
its famous gull-wing doors and you could also see 
a 280 SL Pagoda.
The completely unique atmosphere of Peter Au-
to's booth put the emphasis on Motul, as always 
a partner of the Tour Auto, Le Mans Classic and 
Classic Endurance Racing. And last, on Onroak 
Automotive's booth, you could admire the impres-
sive Pescarolo 01-Judd with which Romain Dumas, 
Jean-Christophe Boullion and Emmanuel Collard fi-
nished 3rd of the 2007 24 Hours of Le Mans. Which 
brings us back to the present and another Motul 
partnership since the ACO presented at Rétromo-
bile the contenders of the 86th staging of the most 
prestigious 24 hour race. But that's another story... 
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DMany teams and drivers were waiting with 
excitement for ACO's press conference on Friday 
9 February at 3 pm. And rightly so as the list of 
contenders chosen to participate in the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans was officially disclosed in Paris at Rétromo-
bile. Motul was concerned in various respects. As 
the official lubricant partner of the FIA WEC and of 
its star event, but also because many of the teams 
supported technically by the red and white logo 
form are among the contenders. 
The FIA WEC 'Super Season' is expected to remain a 
unique arrangement in the history of the discipline. 
To start the switch to a schedule overlapping two 
years, the next season will include two stagings of 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Applications to contend in 
the 2018 staging of the classic Sarthe event arrived 

in great number and making a selection mustn't 
have been easy for ACO. Out of the 60 places avai-
lable, 36 were assigned to contenders of the FIA 
World Endurance Championship, which represents 
a remarkable field. To which are to be added 7 invi-
tations taken up by teams selected on the basis of 
their 2017 results. So suspense therefore remained 
for the 17 remaining places and the list of 9 reserves.
Motul will be making its return to the top cate-
gory LMP1 alongside Rebellion Racing which 
is entering two Rebellion R13s in Le Mans and 
in FIA WEC. One will be driven by Bruno Sen-
na and former winners Neel Jani and André Lot-
terer, and the other by Mathias Beche, Gustavo 
Menezes and Thomas Laurent. The Swiss team 
will also appear in ELMS with an Oreca LMP2. >> 

LE MANS 24 HOURS  
PRESS CONFERENCE
PARIS

PEAK ENDURANCE
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>> Among the teams partnered technically by Mo-
tul which will be participating in all the world tour, 
mention can be made of TDS's Oreca LMP2 driven 
by François Perrodo, Matthieu Vaxivière and Loïc 
Duval, winner in the Sarthe in 2013. Abandoning GT, 
Larbre Compétition has presented an identical pro-
gramme. For its 25th participation in the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans, the team based on Val de Vienne circuit 
will be entering a Ligier JS P217. In GTE Am, Clearwa-
ter Racing is preparing to return to the battle across 
the globe with its  Ferrari 488 GTE.
No less than eight LMP2 prototypes sporting Mo-
tul's colours will be combining the 24 Hours and the 
European Le Mans Series. The list includes two Li-
giers for United Autosports, and one for Algarve Pro 
Racing, Eurasia Motorsport and IDEC Sport, while 
Graff Racing has chosen Oreca. The two entries of 

the Russian structure G-Drive Racing will be driven 
by TDS Racing and Graff.
Motul is also widely involved in the 'entrails' of all the 
world field of prototypes of LMP2 category. There 
will be 7 in FIA WEC, 20 in Le Mans, and 17 in ELMS, 
without mentioning those driving in North America. 
All are fitted with Gibson GK428 engines (4.2 litres 
V8) using Motul technology.  
A similar technical partnership connects Motul to 
LMP3 category and its Nissan engines, 18 of which 
will be participating in the 2018 staging of the ELMS. 
Splendid cars extremely well driven, in events and 
championships with a new dynamic... the months 
ahead will be truly enthralling. We are eager to ex-
claim with ACO : roll on 16 June 2018 3 pm, when the 
blue, white and red flag will be lowered to launch 
the 86th  24 Hours of Le Mans! 



The 2018 Andros Trophy finished in Auvergne 
in the heart of ski resort Super Besse on 3 Februa-
ry. For Motul, partner of the series best consumed 
chilled, the global outcome is rather flattering. In 
Elite Pro, the high performance lubricants specia-
list (whatever the external temperature) contented 
itself with the two successes of Franck Lagorce 
with CMR and of Benoît Tréluyer with Comtoyou. 
Meanwhile, Motul's technical partners shared the 
other three 'mutli-brand' championships.
Classic & Modern Racing won with one of its BMW 
M2s in Elite thanks to Eddy Bénézet who made 
up for his disappointment of the previous season 
when the title narrowly slipped through his fingers.
The Teams standings are interesting as they com-

bine the points of the two best drivers of each team 
in Elite and in Elite Pro. Using such additions, Com-
toyou won them and CMR came 3rd. Motul par-
ticipated in these results, even if the partnerships 
concerned only one of the two cars of the Belgians 
from Waterloo and of the French from the car com-
plex, Pôle Mécanique d’Alès-Cévennes.
In AMV Cup, Sylvain Dabert's skill on his Team Tre-
bad Husqvarna was marvellous but the new cham-
pion didn't have an easy time this season. The si-
tuation indeed nearly went wrong in the first final 
in Super Besse. Vivian Dabert fell, dragging his el-
der down in his fall. But Sylvain's number one rival  
also left the track! Despite a bruised rib, 'Iceman' 
could duly celebrate his eighth title!  

FRENCH ICE RACING 
SUPER BESSE 

TWO AND A HALF TITLES  
FOR MOTUL

RACE

07/07

Eddy Bénézet (BMW M2), 620 pts

Louis Gervoson (Audi A1 Quattro), 595 pts

Sylvain Pussier (Peugeot 3008), 585 pts
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03

FINAL ELITE RANKING

Team Trebad
Sylvain Daberd

KTM 450 EXC



In front of the almost full grandstands of Cha-
drinsk speedway on 10 and 11 February, Motul lu-
bricants rider Dmirty Koltakov, and his compatriots 
Daniil Ivanov and Dmitry Khomitsevich, gave Russia 
a 16th consecutive team world champion title! The 
local supporters were not disappointed by their 
idols who never trembled despite snow and a tem-
perature rarely above -11°C.  
The ice speedway team world champion title hadn't 
escaped Russia since the gold medal bagged by 
Sweden in 2002. The Scandinavian nation has since 
experienced ups and down while Austria, Germany, 
the Czech Republic, Finland and a European selec-
tion shared bronze and silver over the seasons. 

The competition could well appear highly uncertain 
when the battle began. After the first nine rounds, 
Russia and Sweden had equal points, 15 each!  
However at that stage the two favourite countries 
had not yet faced one another. When that happe-
ned in round eleven, Koltakov and Ivanov disposed 
of  Ledström and Svensson. Which explains 4 of the 
5 points lead the Russians had on Saturday evening. 
The two countries met again on Sunday in round 
20, with the same Koltakov-Ivanov one-two outco-
me. Victory was sealed, Dmirty Koltavov proving to 
be the most productive of his side on home turf. 
We'll see him again next week in Togliatti for the rest 
of his world campaign solo.

FIM TEAM ICE SPEEDWAY GLADIATORS
SHADRINSK

 STRENGTH IN GLIDING
Russia (Koltakov, Ivanov, Khomitsevich ), 50 pts

Sweden (Svensson, Ledström, Haarahiltunen), 40 pts

Austria (Zorn, Ebner), 30 pts
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TEAM RANKING

Dmitry Koltakov
Jawa 500cc

Credits : Romane Didier, Antonin Grenier, Marc de Mattia, 
B.Bade, Dmitry Koltakov
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