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FIM MotoGP – Buriram Tests, Thaïland – Suzuki Racing Team – Alex Rins – Suzuki GSX-RR



For the past ten years or so, the beginning of sea-
son MotoGP tests have been taking place regularly 
in Malaysia, often in Qatar, sometimes on the Austra-
lian circuit of Phillip Island, in Austin or in Jerez. But 
the motorcycle sport elite had never yet travelled 
to Thailand. Chang International Circuit was inau-
gurated indeed only in 2014. The tests on 16, 17, and 
18 February were therefore useful to the contenders 
and also probably to the organisers of the first Thai-
land Grand Prix to take place in October 2018.  
The teams receiving Motul's technical support all 
left Buriram with reasons to be satisfied. One of 
the centres of interest of these track sessions was 
the arrival of Hafizh Syahrin, who has been ap-
proached to replace Jonas Folger at Monster Ya-

maha Tech3. The French structure appears to have 
appreciated the Malaysian's progress if we go by 
the comments made by its team-manager Hervé 
Poncharal. 'He's done a fantastic job. We'll be taking 
our decision very shortly...'. Syahrin clinched 22nd 
time overall of the three days, 1’’756 off the leader. 
On the other side of the garage, Johann Zarco pro-
ved impressive. He bagged the best time for most 
of the last day, finishing with 2nd absolute time, 
ahead of the factory Yamahas. 
At Suzuki, Alex Rins shone by securing 5th perfor-
mance. 'We have a very good basis for 2018', stated 
the Spaniard. As for his compatriot, Tito Rabat, he 
was naturally delighted to appear in 11th place on 
his team Avintia Ducatti.

FIM MOTOGP
BURIRAM TESTS

PROMISING TESTS 
FOR MOTUL'S TECHNICAL PARTNERS

 FOLLOW   US ON

motul.com

Johann Zarco
Yamaha Tech3

Yamaha YZR-M1



A former driver then organiser of the Paris-Da-
kar, Patrick Zaniroli seized the opportunity of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Snow and Ice Rally to 
revive it as a historic regularity rally in 2003. Ever 
since, success has been sustained, as evidenced 
by the 84 magnificent cars that took the start of 
the prologue on 28 January. The 2018 staging 
marked the return of the event to the Alps where 
it took place in Villard-de–Lans, where the conten-
ders had already been in 1953! Among the parti-
cipants, note could be made of the presence of 
an orange colour 1976 model 2.7 litre Porsche 
911SC sporting Motul stickers. On board, a driver 
with four 24 Hours of Le Mans wins to his name 

was seated next to a quadruple Dakar winner... 
Henri Pescarolo and Michel Périn thus formed one 
of the most titled and experienced duos. 'I still get 
as much pleasure coming back to this marvellous 
rally. I was so enthusiastic that in the morning of day 
one I even pulled off a spin on the ice circuit'. The 
great Henri participated in the event in its heyday 
and was also present the year of its revival. Motul 
provided him with technical support this year and 
he came 11th overall and 5th of class 5 of group H. 
The 2018 Snow and Ice comprised three loops 
around Villard-de-Lans on 29, 30 and 31 January, 
with a daily ice circuit as a bonus, in Lans-en-Ver-
cors, Chamrousse and Serre-Chevalier.

RALLYE NEIGE ET GLACE
VILLARD-DE-LANS

MOTUL LUBRICANTS  
IN GOOD HANDS
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VDA Racing
Henri Pescarolo, Michel Périn 

Porsche 911



As in 2017, team Clearwater Racing added a 
commitment in the Blancpain GT Series Asia to 
its FIA WEC involvement. At world level, the team 
based in Singapore has the use of a Ferrari 488 
GTE, while it will be present on its home continent 
with a McLaren 570S GT4. Motul will provide tech-
nical support to the Italian car from Padova as well 
as to the English one from Woking.
Clearwater Racing experienced an enormous 
disappointment at the opening event of the 
Blancpain GT Series Asia last year. A pileup at the 
start of race 1 caused major damage to the McLa-
ren 650S GT3 driven by Rob Bell and Richard Wee. 
So much so that it never reappeared in the cham-
pionship. In contrast, Clearwater has returned to 

Fuji with this time a McLaren 570S GT4. Mok Weng 
Sun and Richard Wee took it to a pair of pole posi-
tions and wins in its class.  
'We have seen GT4 class grow in stature thanks to 
SROs hard work, which has encouraged us to com-
mit to a full-season entry', stated managing direc-
tor Arj Kulasegaram. Sun and Wee are confirmed 
for the first round of the series in Sepang on 14 and 
15 April. The requirements of the various parties 
will then determine the team's choices afterwards. 
As a reminder, the team created in 2007 boasts, on 
its record of achievements, titles in GT Asia,  and 
Asian Le Mans Series as well as a pole at the 2016 
24 Hours of Le Mans in GTE Am. In that same cate-
gory last year it came FIA WEC 2nd.

BLANCPAIN GT SERIES ASIA
CLEARWATER RACING 2018 SEASON

A MCLAREN TO WIN IN GT4
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Clearwater Racing
McLaren 570S GT4



Dmitry Koltakov arrived in Togliatti a few days 
after being crowned FIM Ice Speedway Gladia-
tors world teams champion in the company… of 
his main rivals for the individual title! Their second 
confrontation, on 17 and 18 February, turned to the 
advantage of the rider supported technically by 
Motul, who has built his points lead.
Togliatti was formerly known as Stavropol-upon-Vol-
ga. The town was submerged in the 1950s due to 
the construction of a hydroelectric power plant. 
It was rebuilt and owes its new name to Palmiro 
Togliatti, one of the founders of the Italian Com-
munist part who died in 1964 while holidaying in 
the Soviet Union. Anatoly Stepanov stadium regu-
larly resonates with the sound of single-cylinders 
and the friction of 28 mm studs on ice.  Last year,-
Togliatti inaugurated the Finals season. Koltakov 

mounted the first step of the podium on Saturday. 
On Sunday Khomitsevich stole the limelight from 
him but the former had clinched the highest num-
ber of points.  
The same scenario took place again this year. In 
front of 4,000 spectators white-hot (-10 degrees), 
Koltakov scored seven times three points in the first 
evening of competition, in other words the maxi-
mum possible. In the final he got ahead of Khomit-
sevich and Ivanov, namely the Russian team that 
was world champion in Chadrinsk. On Sunday, 
he suffered two defeats but globally achieved a 
good performance in the championship. Sergey 
Karachintsev, his fiercest opponent in Astana, was 
indeed twice disqualified during the weekend. 
This thrilling serial will resume in Berlin on 3 and 4 
March.

FIM ICE SPEEDWAY GLADIATORS
TOGLIATTI

KOLTAKOV BUILDS FOUNDATIONS 
OF HOPE OF NEW TITLE

RACE

02/05

Dmitry Koltakov, 80 pts

Dmitry Khomitsevich, 64 pts

Daniil Ivanov, 60 pts
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STANDINGS AFTER FINAL2

Dmitry Koltakov
Jawa 500
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