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FIM WSBK – Phillip Island, Australia Barni Racing Team – Xavi Forés – Ducati Panigale R



The world Superbike season opened on the fear-
some Phillip Island track on 22 and 23 February. Mo-
tul is still the main partner of the world championship 
and is continuing to support several teams. Having 
narrowly missed the podium in 2017, Barni Racing 
Team this time reached the goal, while dominating 
the independents' category now officialised.  
Race 1 witnessed a scenario many times expe-
rienced by the Italian team, its  Ducati Panigale R 
crossing the arrival line in 4th place a few tenths 
off bliss.   Xavi Forès, loyal since 2016, nevertheless 
came 1st of the independents.  
The Australian circuit gives tyres a tough ride. The 

excessive wear observed in race 1 motivated the 
marshals to use the flag to flag procedure on Sun-
day. That procedure obliges the riders to pit to 
change rear tyre half-way into the race. Having left 
from pole position, Xavi Forès bagged the lead in 
lap 7. He was one of the first to pit and managed to 
claw back the advantage in the second part of the 
race. A slight mistake close to the goal deprived him 
of the win but not of the podium... nor of a second 
independents' success! 'We could have won, the 
machine was perfect and the rider fighting fit, but 
we lost some time in one of the corners,' admitted 
Barni Racing team 
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Xavi FORES (Ducati), 29 pts

Leandro Mercado (Kawasaki), 10 pts

Toprak Razgatlioglu (Kawasaki), 9 pts
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WSBK – INDEPENDENT RIDERS STANDINGS

Xavi Forés
Ducati Panigale R



A major endurance race demands preparation. 
Which explains the organisation of the Test Day, as 
a preamble to the 24 Hours of Le  Mans, and of 
The Roar prior to the Daytona race. To tackle the 
Sebring 12 Hours in the best conditions, the United 
SportsCar Championship teams enjoyed two test 
days on 22 and 23 February. Motul partners the 
American series and supports technically three 
leading teams of Prototype category.  
These tests were not timed but the 36 contenders 
could record data useful for development. This 
way, team Core Autosports drove its Oreca 07 for 
the first time other than in Daytona, where it made 
a big impression in January. For its beginnings in 
Prototype the team from South Carolina finished 
the 24 hour Florida race in 3rd place. In the 2014 

Sebring 12 Hours, Core Autosports had pulled off 
the feat of winning simultaneously in GTLM and in 
Prototype Challenge!
4th in Daytona, United Autosports covered over 
1,000 miles without any trouble in these tests. The 
former WW2 airfield nevertheless has a reputa-
tion of putting bodies and engines through their 
paces. Phil Hanson and Paul du Resta discovered 
the track while Alex Brundle familiarised himself 
with the Ligier in replacement of Bruno Senna, ill.
Extreme Speed Motorsport, which will be entering 
two Nissan DPis, will necessarily have big ambitions 
two years after winning successively Daytona and 
Sebring… 'Those wins changed the course of my 
career,' remarked Pipo Derani, who'll be aiming for 
a new success on Saturday 17 March.  
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United Autosports
Ligier PS 217



Team Monster Yamaha Tech3, partnered tech-
nically by Motul, has officially confirmed that the 
Malaysian rider Hafizh Syahrin is to be part of its 
team in  MotoGP this season alongside 2017 reve-
lation, Frenchie Johann Zarco.
Already on 18 May 2017, on the eve of the French 
Grand Prix in Le Mans, we learnt unsurprisingly 
of the renewal of Johann Zarco's contract. The 
Frenchie indeed gave a perfectly marvellous sea-
son. It's a sheer pleasure to recall some of the 
season highlights. Already in his first Grand Prix 
among the elite, the defending double Moto2 
champion was running the show in Qatar. He 
fell in lap seventeen but none of the remaining 
seventeen Grand Prix saw him finish outside 
the points! In Le Mans, he mounted the first of 

his three podiums. Six times out of eighteen he 
beat the two Yamaha factory riders with a 2016 
machine. Johann also clinched two pole positions 
and four best lap times. He logically dominated 
the rookies' and independents' standings. 
Will we soon see Johann Zarco enter the closed 
circle of winners of the star motorcycle racing 
class, MotoGP? He would be the fourth Frenchie 
of all times to reach the pinnacle, after Pierre 
Monneret in 1954, Christian Sarron in 1985 and 
Régis Laconi in 1999!
For Hafizh Syahrin, taking the start of the  
forthcoming Qatar Grand Prix will be sufficient to  
become legendary. That day he will become, at 
age 23, the first Malaysian to reach the apex of 
motorcycle sport.  

FIM MOTOGP 
TECH3 RIDER LINE-UP

POISED TO BE LEGENDARY
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Hafizh Syahrin
Monster Yamaha Tech3

Yamaha YZR-M1



The Rally Peno is one of the extremely diffi-
cult events Motul has decided to support as they 
act as ruthless test-benches for engines. The 
2018 staging was marked by an Arctic cold out-
break so severe that several cars had difficulty 
in starting in the morning of this rally contended 
over a single day, Sunday 24 February. Out of the 
39 participants, only 23 saw the arrival. Sergei 
Uspensky, still loyal to Subaru with its team URT 
(Uspensky Rally Tecnica, Motul technical partner) 
won in the company of Marina Danilova with a 
44 seconds lead over his closest rival. The mul-

tiple Russian Rally champion was anything but a 
beginner since he holds the record number of 
wins, podiums and participations in this event.  
Over a 100% snow covered track deep in the fo-
rest, the teams also had to cope with powdery 
snow that compromised visibility. To give spec-
tators and contenders maximum pleasure, the 
organisers of this second round of the cham-
pionship again set in place a super special in 
the form of a loop where two cars could start off 
side by side. Big thrills and an adrenaline rush 
guaranteed!

RUSSIAN RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
RALLYE PENO

28 DEGREES IN THE SHADE

Uspensky Rally Tecnica
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