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FIM MXGP – Neuquen, Argentina – Team HRC – Calvin Vlaanderen – Honda CRF250RW



On 18 February at the Internazionali d’Italia 
in Mantova, Tim Gajser suffered a bad fall on hit-
ting a bump, fracturing his jaw. Operated the very 
evening of the accident in Italy, he was then re-
patriated to Slovenia for a second operation by 
doctor Grošeta, a maxillofacial specialist. The 2016 
World MXGP champion is expected to be back in 
shape for the European Grand Prix in Valkenswaard 
but travelling to Argentina for the maiden event 
of the the world season is out of the question! 
As Brian Bogers hasn't got over his own injuries, 
Team HRC, the factory Honda team partnered 
technically by Motul, was therefore without a re-

presentative in the top category in Patagonia!  
Calvin Vlaanderen was also in Mantova in mid Fe-
bruary and enjoyed more success, with a win in 
MX2! The first Grand Prix of the season ended with 
a 10th place overall for the South African after a 
fall in race one and a top 5 in the second. 'Because 
of that crash, I had to battle it out like hell to finish 
only 18th!  In race two, I got off to an average start 
before several successful overtaking manœuvres. I 
wasn't far off 4th place under the chequered flag. 
I'm satisfied with my riding, I feel in shape and my 
CRF250RW is amazing. But more work is needed to 
rise higher.' 

FIM MXGP
NEUQUEN – PATAGONIA

AND IF ONLY ONE REMAINS …
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Calvin Vlaanderen
Team HRC

Honda CRF250RW



After Kazakhstan and Russia, the FIM Ice 
Speedway Gladiators World Championship has 
just held its German round in the Horst-Dohm-Eiss-
tadion, on the edge of the Wilmersdorf district of 
central Berlin. Dmitry Koltakov secured the grand 
chelem by bagging on 3 and 4 March the maxi-
mum score: he twice scored 21 points for fourteen 
wins clinched in 100% of the semi-finals and finals 
races he contended in. But there's still all to play 
for as there are still two meets scheduled. Howe-
ver there's every reason to think that the rider sup-
ported technically by Motul has greatly increased 
his chances of bagging a third individual title.  
If his contenders haven't had their morale dented 

in the German capital then they really are tough. 
Since the beginning of the finals' season, Kolta-
kov has indeed mounted the highest step of the 
podium five times out of six, and has obtained six 
times the best score! 
Berlin is a traditional destination for the disci-
pline, the organisers there having held 45 sta-
gings of the event. The championship will remain 
in Germany for its penultimate meet on 17 and 18 
March. Dmitry Koltakov already has a 25 points 
lead and could therefore lie back watching a full 
day of racing from the grandstands without lo-
sing the leadership! But he's no doubt another 
strategy in mind!

FIM ICE SPEEDWAY GLADIATORS
BERLIN

KOLTAKOV HAMMERS  
HIS SUPREMACY
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Dmitry Koltakov, 122 pts

Daniil Ivanov, 97 pts

Dmitry Khomitsevich, 92 pts
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Dmitry Koltakov
Jawa 500cc



Although the World MotoGP Championship 
has net yet held its first Grand Prix surprising 
things are taking place on track and behind the 
scenes. For instance team Tech3, partnered tech-
nically by Motul, has doubly made big headlines. 
On 3 March in Losail, its top rider Johann Zarco 
clinched the best absolute time of this last pre-
liminary tests session... and two days later, an 
agreement between the team managed by Hervé 
Poncharal and the KTM factory was announced! 
2018 will therefore be the eighteenth and last sea-
son of the Yamaha-Tech3 partnership in the top 
category. 
Johann Zarco secured the reference time of these 
three test days two hours before the closure. 'I 

believe it was possible to race under the one mi-
nute 54 mark. I'm slightly less satisfied with the 17 
laps run we did at the the end of the session, no 
doubt slight fatigue!' His new team-mate, Hafizh 
Syahrin, made a promising leap forward. While he 
was regularly placed slightly over a second and a 
half off the big names, the Malaysian has blazed 
into the Top 15 only 1’’2 off Zarco.
Suzuki factory team, also supported technically 
by Motul, can also dream of brighter days ahead. 
Andrea Ianonne clinched a best time on day two 
before falling ill. Alex Rins achieved a brilliant 
pre-season: 6th of the Sepang tests, he was 5th 
in Thailand and finally 8th in Qatar where the first 
start of the season will take place on 18 March!

FIM MOTOGP TESTS
LOSAIL

BEST TIME AND 
BIGGEST SURPRISE
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Simola, not far from Knysna in the south-west 
of South Africa, is famous for its golf course, but its 
hill climb race is becoming ever better known. For 
the third consecutive time Motul will be the official 
lubricant partner of an event that will be holding its 
ninth staging from 3 to 6 May. The red and white logo 
firm will once again be technically supporting teams 
ready to test its products in extreme conditions.  
Motul likes to associate with long-haul events like 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans, the Dakar or The Roof of 
Africa. But a very short and intense effort can also 
form a fearsome exercise for machines. Especially 
when some contenders enter somewhat extraor-
dinary vehicles! 'We know that our products will 
be tested there to their absolute limits,' confirms 

Jacky van der Merwe, Motul development direc-
tor for South Africa.  
The international high performance lubricants 
specialist won two category wins in 2017. Andre 
Bezuidenhout became for the first time King of 
the Hill at the wheel of a … Formula 1! His Dalla-
ra dates from 1989, when Andrea de Cesaris took 
his F189 to 3rd place in the Canadian Grand Prix. 
In Simola, its present driver secured an amazing 
time with the average record of 181.456 km/h. Not 
bad if we remember that the cars are at a stands-
till at the start.
Wilhelm Baard was also one of the 21017 winners 
with his Nissan R35 GT-R which will no doubt be 
one of the event's attractions once more this year.  

JAGUAR SIMOLA HILLCLIMB
KNYSNA

MOTUL CLOSE TO SUMMITS  
IN FORMULA 1 

Edrich Zwiers
Nissan GT-R
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