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Bol d'Or 2017



Six months after the Bol d’Or, first round of the 
world calendar, the small world of motorcycle en-
durance is preparing non-stop the second 12 hours 
of the 2017-2018 staging of the FIM EWC. Several 
teams met on 8 and 9 March on the Bugatti circuit 
to test the validity of their winter developments 
with a view to the Motorcycle 24 Hours. Among 
them, Motul technical partners working hard while 
waiting to actually battle it out. 
Suzuki Endurance Racing Team experienced 
some trouble at the Bol d’Or with a brand new 
GSX-R 1000, but has performed well since. Domi-
nique Méliand and his troops will want to catch up 
on home turf for lagging behind in the points. 'We 
are continuously learning,' explained Sert's team 
manager. Another Suzuki proponent local team 

has also been working hard: Junior Team Lycée 
Le Mans Sud, which came 3rd of the World Endu-
rance Cup in Superstock.
Bathing in the glory of its return to the podium in 
the Bol d'Or, Honda Endurance Racing is working 
relentlessly to place its CBR1000RR at the top of 
the hierarchy. Chris Pike, manager of the Honda 
teams in Motul SBK, has been brought in, which 
says a lot about the ambitions of Sébastien Gim-
bert, Gregory Leblanc and Erwan Nigon. The three 
Frenchies, all French Superbike champions, also 
share the fact they have won the Motorcycle 24 
Hours and raced in the Grand Prix at the time of 
the 'two and a half hours' custom. Motul is the of-
ficial lubricant partner of the FIM EWC and of the 
Motorcycle 24 Hours to start on 21 April. 

FIM EWC
PRIVATE TESTS LE MANS
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Team Honda Racing
Gregory Leblanc, Sebastien Gimbert, Erwan Nigon



Motorsports fans thronged massively on 10 
and 11 March to Suzuka for the Motorsports Fan 
Thanks Day under a beautiful spring sky. They 
were presented with various cars and motorcy-
cles participating in the season ahead as well as 
with their drivers and riders and a few iconic fi-
gures of the past decades and a show was also 
put on! Super GT was massively represented 
with a platoon of GT300s and three GT500s, 
one per brand involved in the series. One mon-
th before the curtain rises in Okayama (7 & 8 
April), it's time to take an interest in the twelve 
cars that will be enjoying Motul's technical sup-
port in Super GT.
Let's start the review with the teams that were 
GT500 champions at the end of the last four exer-
cises. Keeper Tom’s will bear #1 with the Lexus 

LC500 driven by Ryo Hirakawa and Nick Cassidy 
who'll be aiming for a two-peat. Another Lexus, en-
tered by team Sard crowned in 2016 will be driven 
by two former F1 drivers. Heikki Kovalainen, winner 
of the Hungarian Grand Prix 2008, will be paired 
with Kamui Kobayashi, poleman of the last 24 
Hours of Le Mans. 2014 and 2015 champions Tsu-
gio Matsuda and Ronnie Quintarelli are dreaming 
of reconquering with the famous Motul Autech 
GT-R Nismo. Still in the Nissan clan, Craftsports 
Motul and Kondo will have their say. Let's not for-
get the second Lexus Tom’s and the factory Honda 
NSX Motul Mugen.
In GT300, Motul will be able to count on the Su-
baru BRZ R&D Sport and on  four Nissan GT-Rs 
including those of team Gainer crowned in 2014 
and 2015.
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Honda Mugen
Honda GT3



Honda's colours will be well represented at the 
Suzuka 8 Hours to close the World FIM Endurance 
Championship on 29 July. Apart from the teams 
contending throughout the season, like the Engli-
sh of Honda Endurance Racing, partnered tech-
nically by Motul, a factory Honda will be making 
its come-back on home turf after ten years ab-
sence. Team HRC, managed by five-times winner 
of the event, Tohru Ukawa, has just presented the 
CBR 1000 RRW that it will be entering in the 41st 
staging of the Japanese classic, also with Motul's 
technical support. 
Takumi Takahashi, crowned in 2017 in the Japanese 
JSB 1000Superbike championship, is expected to 

be part of Team HRC and is highly determined to 
add a fourth Suzuka success to its list of achieve-
ments. 
Team-manager Tohru Ukawa is not only the wins 
record-man of the Suzuka 8 Hours. He also be-
came World vice-champion 250cc in 1999, behind 
a certain  Valentino Rossi, and 3rd of the MotoGP 
three years later. He spoke on the occasion of the 
presentation of this endurance programme on the 
circuit belonging to Honda: 'The goal is of course 
to win but the most important thing is to recreate 
an official HRC team to give young Honda riders 
an ambition and a future once more and to restore 
their dream.'

FIM EWC
TEAM HRC’S SUZUKA 8 HOURS ASSAULT PRESENTATION 
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The game inspired by the famous Isle of Man 
Tourist Trophy has been available since the be-
ginning of the month for Playstation 4 and XBox 
One and will be available for Pcs as of 27 March. 
News of course highly interesting to Motul which, 
since 2010, has been the official lubricant partner 
of the biggest road motorcycle event! The red 
and white logo is moreover clearly visible on the 
Honda shown on the game's packaging and in 
the trailer. 
Isle of Man TT: ride on the edge… the game per-

fectly reproduces the 264 bends of the fearsome 
track over 60 km long on which riders gleefully 
exceed 320km/h at peak speed.
'This game's fantastic,' comments the Brit John 
McGuiness, 73 times at the start and 23 times 
winner of the TT. 'The trajectories are reproduced 
perfectly, I can even use my landmarks, and the 
sensation of speed is phenomenal. Everything co-
mes together to help riders wishing to start out...'  
Of interest, sidecar racing will be proposed du-
ring the meet to take place from 26 May to 8 June.  

IOM TOURIST TROPHY
THE GAME

TT THRILLS ON CONSOLES AND PCS
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