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12H of Sebring – USA – Tequila Patron ESM – Nissan Onroak DPi



The three teams supported technically by Mo-
tul contending in Prototype category of the IMSA 
United Sportscar Championship dazzled specta-
tors day and night at the Sebring 12 Hours. Extreme 
Speed Motorsports added a new major win to an 
already impressive list of achievements. And with 
Core Autosport as leader of the LMP2s in 4th place 
and United Autosports in the Top 5, it can truly be 
said that the red and white logo firm enjoyed a 
splendid day on Saturday 17 March in Florida! 
The Nissan Onroak DPi has resulted from coope-
ration between the French manufacturer of Ligier 
prototypes, Onroak Automotive, and Nissan for 
the V6 double turbo 3.8 litres engine, under the 
auspices of ESM, a private team. The team's two 
cars experienced entirely opposite outcomes. #2 

disappeared in lap one following a collision, while 
twelve hours later #22 crossed the chequered flag 
first!  
Brazilian Pipo Derani and American Johannes van 
Overbeek were already celebrating in 2016 when 
Extreme Speed Motorsports won consecutively 
the Daytona 24 Hours and Sebring 12 Hours. This 
year they received support from Frenchy Nicolas 
Lapierre who had also won in Sebring back in 2011. 
The trio never distanced themselves from the lead 
of the race and their win was no fluke. So Lapierre 
could conclude: 'Everything was perfect in one of 
the world's most difficult races!' 

IMSA USCC & NAEC
SEBRING 12 HOURS

ESM NISSAN 
DOMINATE
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Action Express (Cadillac Dpi), 62 pts

Core Autosport (Ligier LMP2), 58 pts

Action Express (Cadillac Dpi), 56 pts

United Autosports (Ligier LMP2), 54 pts

Extreme Speed Motorsports (Nissan Dpi), 48 pts
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Nissan Onroak DPi
Oreca 07



The start of the MotoGP season on 18 March in 
Qatar lived up to all expectations in terms of in-
tensity. During the 17 laps, the fans of Tech3 and 
of Johann Zarco dreamt of success for the French 
delegation... but we must still be patient before 
seeing Motul back on the top step! In the last five 
laps, the 'fast track' turned into a Way of Sorrows.  
Team Suzuki, the last to have given Motul a win in 
MotoGP, also gave a good performance in Losail. 
So the technical partners of the international high 
performance lubricants specialist therefore have 
great hopes for the future.
Johann Zarco clinched pole by establishing a new 
track record. Then, for over three quarters of the 
Grand Prix, the Tech3 rider kept apace with the fac-

tory teams. His brakings at the end of the straight 
were truly amazing! However the degradation of 
the right side of his front tyre finally relegated him 
to 8th place, but what a show! 'Seven laps from the 
end I tried to push slightly more to try and widen 
the gap, but since the beginning I was a bit close 
to the limit at the front of the bike, a fact I hadn't 
noticed in the trials..' Tech3 could also rejoice on 
contemplating the 14th place and the first points 
bagged by its Malaysian rookie Hafizh Syahrin.
Suzuki should be praised as Alex Rins was riding 
with the favourites before falling. Andrea Iannone 
clinched 9th position, two places ahead of an im-
pressive, fighting fit Tito Rabat aboard a Ducati 
Avintia!

FIM MOTOGP
LOSAIL INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT

LITTLE POINTS 
BUT IMMENSE HOPE

RACE
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Monster Yamaha Tech3
Johann Zarco

Yamaha YZR-M1



The FIM Ice Speedway Gladiators World Cham-
pionship continued on 17 and 18 March its stay  
in Germany for the fourth of the five finals of the  
calendar. Inzell is located in Bavaria,  700 kilometres 
to the south of Berlin, where Dmitry Koltakov literal-
ly clobbered his opponents. This time he was just 
one point off perfection. The inconsistency of the 
other big names contributed to the breakthrough 
into the lead of the standings of the Russian rider 
fervently appreciative of Motul technology.  
Packed full, Max Aicher Arena vibrated for two 
days with the cheering of the exploits of the wor-
ld's best ice gladiators. On Saturday, Koltakov lost 

just once to his runner-up Ivanov in the provisio-
nal standings. Although the event took place at 
the start of the hostilities, the 2015 and 2017 World 
champion remained completely unfazed. Koltakov 
moreover took his revenge in the final of this first 
evening of competition, thus increasing his lead 
over his compatriot by one point. 
But it's on Sunday that the rider hailing from Kur-
gan got entirely ahead with a perfect score, while 
Ivanov was eliminated at half-finals stage.
The title will be up for grabs on Sunday 8 April, or 
perhaps even on Saturday 7 April in Heerenveen, 
Netherlands.

FIM ICE SPEEDWAY GLADIATORS
INZELL 

KOLTAKOV KILLS OFF 
SUSPENSE

RACE
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Dmitry Koltakov, 163 pts

02 Daniil Ivanov, 130 pts

01 Dmitry Khomitsevich, 128 pts
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The FIM MXGP and MX2 World championships 
returned to Europe for the second event held on 17 
and 18 March on the famous, sandy Eurocircuit at 
Valkenswaard, close to Eindhoven. This year, Motul 
is counting on its long-standing technical partner, 
Team HRC, which is entering official Hondas at the 
top of the discipline. Tim Gajser and Calvin Vlaan-
deren were in the very forefront before having to 
surrender. Despite falls that delayed them, this Eu-
ropean Grand Prix gave them both precious points.  
Tim Gajser started his 2018 season in the Nether-
lands after missing the Argentinian start owing to 
a jaw fracture. Aboard his Honda CRF450RW, he 
completed the qualifying race third placed. The 

Slovenian kept 5th place for a few laps at the start 
of race one but the continuation was less favou-
rable and he couldn't do better than 9th. A brilliant 
start in race two propelled him to 2nd place. Unfor-
tunately a fall in lap one and another with the arri-
val in view relegated the 2016 World champion to 
one lap off the winner. 'I'm pleased to have finished 
the two races without injuring myself, but I made 
mistakes that cost me dear!' 
As for the official Honda CRF250RW and its rider 
Calvin Vlaanderen, the same conclusions for this 
trip could be drawn. The South African played his 
card in the Top 10 but a collision and a fall thwarted 
his ambitions.

FIM MXGP
VALKENSWAARD

PANACHE AND CRASHES

RACE
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Team HRC
Calvin Vlaanderen

Honda CRF250

Motul Sport News 2018 © Motul - All right reserved
Motul 119 bd Felix Faure • 93300 Aubervilliers
Publishing & editing coordinator : Leslie Raiwoit / l.raiwoit@fr.motul.com

Credits : Nissan Nismo, Lukazs Swiderek, Core Autosport
Hondaproracing Shotbybavo


