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With the exhibition YVES SAINT LAURENT – FORMS, 
the couturier’s modern and enduring vision is echoed 
once again. Through a fascinating spatial arrangement, 
the artist Claudia Wieser engenders a dialogue with 
textile pieces and graphic art from the museum’s col-
lections. The exhibition presents some forty models by 
Yves Saint Laurent–both haute couture and ready-to-
wear garments–accessories and sketches, which reso-
nate with the decors and works by the German artist. 
This original approach undeniably places the couturier’s 
genius in our times.

Throughout his career, the legendary grand couturier 
Yves Saint Laurent never ceased reinventing forms. 
Already in 1958, when he was artistic director at Chris-
tian Dior, he affirmed his modernist approach with 
his “Trapeze”.

“ I believe that young people are the driving element 
behind this fashion; above all their yearning for things 
that have been somewhat forgotten: simplicity, natu-
ralness and openness to change.”
Yves Saint Laurent, interview by André Parinaud, 1959, 
Institut national de l'audiovisuel

Beginning in the 1960s, his creations ref lected a 
streamlined cut, well-defined lines and rich colors. His 
works were influenced by the artistic trends of the time–
simple and geometric abstraction, constructivism and 
concrete art–whose many movements mirror the mul-
ti-faceted talent of Yves Saint Laurent.

A fashion revolutionary, the couturier designed mini-
malist dresses, often monochromatic compositions see-
mingly sprung from a single line: a bold, exacting ges-
ture was the underpinning of his art.

A colorist, he imagined pure yet exuberant abstract com-
positions born from the juxtaposition of flat surfaces 
in vibrant hues. Transposing pictorial material into tex-
tile, he thus balanced color, form, surface and line.

An illusionist, he would juxtapose black and white to 
suggest movement in the garment through an optical 
illusion. By using flat, simple lines, shape prevailed over 
color.

Finally, the couturier had fun by playing with geome-
tries, assembling endless colored and boldly partitioned 
fragments as if from a prism.

Whether with curves or right angles, spheres or broken 
lines–while paying particular attention to color and 
form–the German artist Claudia Wieser stages for us 
a veritable ensemble of forms. Influenced by the intui-
tive and spiritual work of Wassily Kandinsky and Paul 
Klee, the artist explores modernist-inspired geometric 
constructions. Recognized for her immersive and contem-
plative installations, Wieser offers us a totally immer-
sive experience. For the YVES SAINT LAURENT –   
FORMS project, Claudia Wieser presents several of her 
own works, some of which have never been exhibited 
before.
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CLAUDIA WIESER
After training in ironwork and studying at the Academy of Fine Arts in Munich, Claudia Wieser (born in 1973 in 
Germany) developed an artistic practice dominated by an attention to geometry and space. She mixes techniques 
and materials (ceramic, mirror, wood, photography) by creating graphic compositions as well as decorative vo-
lumes. Since 2002, her work has been exhibited internationally and she has participated in numerous residencies. 
In 2010, she reinterpreted Le Poème de l’angle droit (The Poem of the Right Angle) by Le Corbusier at the Drawing 
Center in New York. In 2021, invited by the Public Art Fund of New York, the artist designed her first public art 
project: five monumental sculptures highlighting the dynamism of the city and its inhabitants.

EXHIBITION CATALOGUE

Published in conjunction with the exhibition SHAPES & FORMS, the catalogue examines some of the most radical 
graphic work by Yves Saint Laurent: pencil strokes, colors and volumes are seen in an art historical and contempora-
ry art context. 

Project manager: Elsa Janssen, director of the Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris
Authors: Cécile Bargues, Art historian, resident at the Institut National d’Histoire de l’Art (specializing in twen-
tieth century art), Julien Fronsacq, Head curator and deputy director at the Musée d’Art Moderne et Contem-
porain (MAMCO), Geneva; Serena Bucalo-Mussely, Curator, head of collections at the Musée Yves Saint Laurent 
Paris

Publisher: Flammarion

THE MUSÉE YVES SAINT LAURENT PARIS, The Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris, chaired by Madison Cox, is the first mu-
seum dedicated to one of the greatest couturiers of the twentieth century to open in the capital of fashion. It ope-
ned its doors on October 3, 2017, fifteen years after the closing of the haute couture house and obtained the desi-
gnation “Musée de France.” It occupies the historic hôtel particulier at 5 Avenue Marceau where for nearly thirty 
years, from 1974 to 2002, Yves Saint Laurent’s creative genius held sway. The museum's vast collection includes more 
than 100,000 graphic art pieces, including 55,000 fashion sketches by the couturier, 130,000 photographs and 20,000 
garments and accessories. A press and audiovisual documentary archive with over 50,000 entries completes the col-
lection, which is the result of pioneering archival work begun by Yves Saint Laurent and Pierre Bergé.
CURATORIAL TEAM

HEAD CURATORS
Elsa JANSSEN, Director of the Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
Serena BUCALO-MUSSELY, Curator, head of collections at the Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 

CURATORIAL TEAM
MUSÉE YVES SAINT LAURENT PARIS
Alice COULON-SAILLARD, Curator, manager of the photographic, audio-visual and press collections
Domitille ÉBLÉ, Curator, manager of the graphic art collection
Judith LAMAS, Curator, manager of the textiles and accessories collections

GUEST ARTIST
Claudia WIESER
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USEFUL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS

PRESS

Agence Claudine Colin Communication
Alexis Gregorat 
alexis@claudinecolin.com
+33 (0)1 42 72 60 01 

LOCATION

Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris
5, avenue Marceau
75116 Paris
+33 (0)1 44 31 64 00
contact@museeyslparis.com
museeyslparis.com

HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday–Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday: 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Monday: Closed

Groups are welcome from Tuesday to Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Group reservations are handled by 
Cultival. 
cultival.fr

ADMISSION

Ticket price 10 €

Reduced ticket price 7 €
Those 10-18 years of age, teachers and students (upon presentation of a valid card justifying the discount).

Free admission
Children under 10, art history students, students enrolled in fashion school, students in journalism, the unemployed and those earning the 
minimum wage, persons with disabilities and the persons accompanying them, refugees (upon presentation of an OFPRA proof), bearers of a 
professional journalist identity card, members of ICOM-ICOMOS, as well as professional and certified guides (upon presentation of a valid card).

museeyslparis.com/billetterie

FOLLOW US

Instagram @museeyslparis
Facebook Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris
#expoYSLformes

Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris
Claire Schillinger
presse@museeyslparis.com
c.schillinger@museeyslparis.com
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