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En collaboration avec le musée des Tissus En partenariat avec 



Contact Presse
Isabelle Baragan, Babel Communication

isabellebaragan@orange.fr 
+33 (0)6 71 65 32 36

The exhibition "Yves Saint Laurent: Behind the scenes of haute couture in Lyon" will 
be on view from June 17 through December 5, 2021 at the Musée Yves Saint Laurent 
Paris. The culmination of an extensive collaborative project between the museum and 
the musée des Tissus de Lyon, where it opened in November 2019, the exhibition 
shines a light on the solid 40-year working relationship between the couturier and 
Lyon-based manufacturers and suppliers of materials and fabrics.
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Exhibition Curators
Esclarmonde Monteil
Director and Head Curator of the musée des Tissus de Lyon
Aurélie Samuel
Director and Head Curator of collections at the Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris

In collaboration with the musée des Tissus In partnership with
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1 - Preceding page: Yves Saint Laurent at his desk in the studio at 5 Avenue Marceau, Paris, 1976. 
Photograph by Guy Marineau.
2 - Evening dress worn by Chrystele Saint Louis Augustin
Spring-Summer haute couture collection, 1996 Photograph by Guy Marineau
© Yves Saint Laurent / photo Guy Marineau

The extraordinarily talented Yves Saint Laurent and his world are showcased among sublime 
fabrics from the most eminent Lyon houses. Delicate muslins, shimmering woven fabrics 
and exquisite velvets reveal themselves in an exhibition that highlights a close and steadfast 
creative collaboration that lasted over forty years. With thirty haute couture ensembles shown 
alongside numerous documents, the exhibition forges an original approach to explore the 
couturier’s creative process.

Press Release
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A hymn to fabric
The exhibition traces the relationship between 
a brilliant couturier who “could design a 
dress with his eyes closed – that’s how well he 
knows fabrics” and one of the most renowned 
textile industries in the world, whose expertise 
and unparalleled creativity were integral to 
Parisian haute couture.

The exhibition is organised around seven 
Lyon-based textile firms that Yves Saint 
Laurent relied on when designing. It also 
opens a window onto the secrets of fabric 
making, including crepe, muslin, taffeta and 
velvet. An exploration of the unique tactile 
and technical characteristics of each fabric 
gives the visitor a fresh look into the heart of 
the creative process of one of the greatest 
fashion designers of the 20th century.

A new approach to understanding Yves Saint Laurent’s creativity
"Exploring the relationship between the couturier and these Lyon-based textile 
manufacturers and suppliers has given us the opportunity to see Yves Saint Laurent’s 
creative genius in a new light. We show that the creative and technical aspects of haute 
couture are not mutually exclusive. On the contrary, they are clearly interconnected; 
one reinforces the other. By mounting this exhibition at 5 Avenue Marceau, where the 
renowned couture house was located, we not only pay a well-deserved homage to the 
expertise of the entire Lyonnais region, but we also provide visitors with an understanding 
of the couturier’s creative process from a new angle and from its epicentre: Here, in Yves 
Saint Laurent’s studio, these magnificent fabrics come to life before our eyes."

— Aurélie Samuel, 
Co-curator of the exhibition and 

Director of collections at the Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris
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"This exhibition gives us the opportunity to see certain dresses from the collection of the 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris that have rarely or never before been shown to the public. 
The fabrics used in all of the dresses we chose could be traced to specific suppliers from 
Lyon and the surrounding region. The exhibition also provided a chance for the musée des 
Tissus to employ its textile analysis expertise. Fabrics such as these, from the 20th century, 
are less often studied than those from centuries past. We show that the technical aspects of 
textile manufacturing are fundamental, and that Yves Saint Laurent, by taking advantage 
of technical innovations, was able to design dresses that could not have been imagined 
until then. This is one of the goals of the exhibition: to show the relationship between a 
great couturier and the material at his disposal."

— Esclarmonde Monteil
Co-curator of the exhibition and 

Director of the musée des Tissus in Lyon
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3 - Evening dress worn by Claire Calladine, 
Autumn-Winter haute couture Collection, 1987. Photograph by Guy Marineau
© Yves Saint Laurent / photo Guy Marineau
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“ […] and it’s you, face “ […] and it’s you, face 
to face with fabric and to face with fabric and 

colour: It’s you who colour: It’s you who 
should, in the same way should, in the same way 

as a painter with his as a painter with his 
brushes or a sculptor with brushes or a sculptor with 

his clay, plunge into the his clay, plunge into the 
material. ”material. ”

Yves Saint Laurent Yves Saint Laurent 
– – Le MondeLe Monde, 1983, 1983



Access

Métro line 9, station Alma-Marceau

RER C, station Pont de l’Alma

Bus lines 42, 63, 72, 80, 92, Alma-Marceau stop

Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris

5 avenue Marceau

75116 Paris - France

+33 (0)1 44 31 64 00

contact@museeyslparis.com

Admission prices

Full-price admission

Reduced admission for visitors between 10-18 years old, teachers, 

and students (upon presentation of valid proof no more than one year old)

Children under 10 years old, art history/fashion students, 

unemployed visitors, physically-disabled visitors and one 

accompanying person, professional journalists with a valid press ID 

card, ICOM-ICOMOS cardholders, and Association des Amis de 

la Fondation Pierre Bergé – Yves Saint Laurent and Association des 

Amis de la Fondation Jardin Majorelle cardholders

(upon presentation of valid proof no more than one year old)

€ 10

€ 7

Free

New opening hours
Beginning on June 17, 2021, visitors can discover the exhibition "Yves Saint Laurent: 

Behind the Scenes of Haute Couture in Lyon." Please note the museum's opening 

hours until further notice: Thursday through Sunday from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Rooms are cleared 20 minutes before museum closing time.

In order to limit the number of visitors, your ticket – which will show the date and 

hour you must arrive at the museum –must be reserved in advance.
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Visitor information
Access, opening hours, admission prices

In order to prepare and mount the exhibition, the Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris will 

remain closed to the public through Wednesday, June 16, 2021.




