
Yves Saint Laurent 
Early Drawings

In commemoration of the ten-year anniversary of the 
couturier’s death in Paris on June 1, 2008, the Musée Yves 
Saint Laurent Paris will pay tribute to him by holding a 
special exhibition of his early drawings.  

Press release
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From May 29 to September 9, 2018, approximately sixty of Yves Saint Laurent’s 

early drawings will be exhibited in the museum’s haute couture salons. Most of these 

works—drawn by the couturier as a teenager in Oran before his arrival in Paris in 

September 1954—will be on display for the very first time. They provide unique insight 

into Saint Laurent’s early years and his passion for literature, theater, ballet, and 

fashion, making it possible to understand the sources that inspired his future designs.  

Access to the exhibition of drawings is included in the price of admission to the Musée 

Yves Saint Laurent Paris from May 29 to September 9, 2018. With the exception of the 

haute couture salons, the inaugural display remains unchanged until September 9, 2018. 

For the anniversary of the couturier’s death, admission to the museum will be free on 

Friday June 1, 2018, from 11 am to 9pm.  

Yves Mathieu-Saint-Laurent was born in Oran, Algeria on August 1, 1936. A shy young 

boy, he grew up among the society people of Oran along with his parents Lucienne and 

Charles and his two sisters Michèle and Brigitte. His drawing talents emerged early on, 

while he was still a teenager.

His creativity initially found an outlet in the theater, which he discovered when he saw 

Molière’s École des femmes (School for Wives) directed by Louis Jouvet, in Oran in 

1950. Christian Bérard’s costumes for this production were a revelation for the young 

Saint Laurent, who began designing sets and costumes for his “Illustre Petit Théâtre,” a 

miniature stage set for a series of cardboard characters. 



He also designed costumes for Jean Giraudoux’s Sodome et Gomorrhe (Sodom and 

Gomorrah) (ill. 07) and Jean Cocteau’s L’Aigle à Deux Têtes (The Eagle with Two 

Heads) (ill. 08).

Saint Laurent’s passion for the theater was matched by his love of literature. He spent 

time transcribing and illustrating his favorite novels and poems, such as Gustave 

Flaubert’s Madame Bovary (ill. 03).

Saint Laurent was interested in fashion as early as 1953, when he began dreaming up 

his ideal haute couture house using the silhouettes of his favorite models, which he cut 

out of his mother’s fashion magazines. He designed entire wardrobes for these paper 

dolls. Fifty pieces from this series will be on display in the exhibition for the first time 

ever in France.

In 1954, Saint Laurent decided to pursue a career in fashion after he was advised to 

do so by Michel de Brunhoff, editor-in-chief of Vogue (Paris), whom he met thanks to 

his father’s contacts. He decided to study at the École de la Chambre syndicale de la 

couture in Paris, before entering Christian Dior’s Haute Couture House in the summer 

1955.

For further information, interactive biographies devoted to Yves Saint Laurent and 

Pierre Bergé are available on the museum’s website. 

A chronicle retracing Saint Laurent’s early years will also be available on the website 

on June, 1.

www.museeyslparis.com/en/

Press contact

Simon Freschard

s.freschard@museeyslparis.com

+33 (0)1 44 31 64 19
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Images for the Press 
High resolution available HERE

1 - Yves Saint Laurent with his parents, Lucienne and 
Charles, 1938 © All rights reserved

2 - Yves Saint Laurent in the 1940s © All rights reserved
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3 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008)
Childhood book, Madame Bovary, based on the novel by Gustave 
Flaubert, 1951 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights reserved 

4 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Childhood book, Merlin ou Les Contes Perdus, based on the novel by 
Andrée Pragane, 1952 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights reserved  

These images may be used before, during, and up until the end of the exhibition of Yves Saint Laurent’s early 
drawings (May 29-September 9). They may only be used in order to promote the exhibition. Please mention the 
captions and credits for each image.

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/479qo8km3aqkdea/AACjxlqoOYcTn_YcapOyonURa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/479qo8km3aqkdea/AACjxlqoOYcTn_YcapOyonURa?dl=0


7 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Sketch of a costume (never made) for the play Sodome et 
Gomorrhe (Sodom and Gomorrah) by Jean Giraudoux, 1951 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights 
reserved 

6 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Sketch of the set (never made) for the Queen of Navarre’s chamber 
in the play La Reine Margot (Queen Margot), based on the novel by 
Alexandre Dumas, 1953 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights reserved
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5 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Sketch of a costume (never made) for Madame de Vermont in 
the play La Reine Margot (Queen Margot), based on the novel 
by Alexandre Dumas, 1953 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights 
reserved 

8 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Sketch of a costume (never made) for the Queen in the play 
L’Aigle à Deux Têtes (The Eagle with Two Heads) by Jean 
Cocteau, 1951 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights 
reserved



B - Yves Saint Laurent in his studio, 1986 
© All rights reserved 

9 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Sketch of the set (never made) for the ballet Les Forains by Henri 
Sauguet, 1951 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights reserved  
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A - Yves Saint Laurent in his studio, 1986 
© All rights reserved 

10 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Drawing by Yves Saint Laurent, program for the Paper doll 
collection, 1953-1955 
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights 
reserved 

11 - Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) 
Paper doll Bettina and three outfits from her wardrobe, 1953
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent/All rights reserved

Portraits of Yves Saint Laurent in HD available HERE

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7pxa03kc4bhra0l/AACDgfURRWq8TWedwtxiKREha?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7pxa03kc4bhra0l/AACDgfURRWq8TWedwtxiKREha?dl=0


D - Pierre Bergé and Yves Saint Laurent at the Château Gabriel 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé – Yves Saint Laurent / Guy Marineau
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E - Pierre Bergé et Yves Saint Laurent in Marrakech, 1977 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent / Guy Marineau

C - Yves Saint Laurent, Anne-Marie Muñoz and Pierre Bergé, 1977 
© Fondation Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent / Guy Marineau

F - Yves Saint Laurent in Marrakech © Pierre Bergé

G - Yves Saint Laurent in Marrakech © Pierre Bergé



Yves Saint Laurent was born on August 1, 1936 in Oran, Algeria, where he spent his 

entire youth.

In 1955, after briefly studying at the Chambre syndicale de la haute couture à Paris, 

Michel de Brunhoff, director of Vogue (Paris), introduced him to Christian Dior, 

who immediately hired him as his assistant. When the couturier died in 1957, Saint 

Laurent became artistic director of the house of Dior. His first collection—known as 

the “Trapeze” collection—was an immediate success when it was unveiled in January 

1958. Saint Laurent was later fired from his position at Dior when he was hospitalized 

at Val de Grâce after being drafted for military service in 1960. 

Along with Pierre Bergé, whom he had met in 1958, Sain Laurent decided to create 

his own haute couture house. He presented his first collection at 30 bis rue Spontini in 

Paris on January 29, 1962. The pair would continue to work there for the next twelve 

years while Saint Laurent invented the modern female wardrobe, designing the pea 

coat and the trench coat in 1962, the first women’s tuxedo in 1966, the safari jacket 

and first women’s pantsuit in 1967, and the first sheer looks and jumpsuit in 1968. By 

referring to male codes of dress, he gave women confidence, boldness, and the symbols 

of power while still maintaining their femininity. However, Saint Laurent wanted 

to dress all types of woman, not only wealthy haute couture clients. His SAINT 

LAURENT rive gauche boutique, which opened in Paris in 1966, was the first ready-

to-wear store to bear a couturier’s name and paved the way for ready-to-wear fashion 

as we now know it. 

Saint Laurent began designing costumes for the theater, music hall, ballet, and 

cinema in the 1950s and would continue to do so throughout his entire career. He 

collaborated with the likes of Roland Petit, Claude Régy, Jean-Louis Barrault, Luis 

Buñuel, and François Truffaut and dressed Jean Marais, Zizi Jeanmaire, Arletty, Jeanne 

Moreau, Isabelle Adjani, and Catherine Deneuve, becoming her devoted friend.

Saint Laurent started paying tribute to specific artists in his haute couture collections 

as early as 1965 with his well-known Mondrian dresses, which were followed by his 

pop art dresses in 1966 and his major homage to Bambara art in 1967. In the 1970s, 

he honored Picasso and Diaghilev in his collections and later went on to pay tribute to 

Matisse, Cocteau, Braque, Van Gogh, and Apollinaire.

Biography of Yves Saint Laurent

7

1936 - 2008



Every year on December 1 and June 1, Saint Laurent would spend fifteen days in 

Marrakech designing his next haute couture collection. Morocco, which he discovered 

in 1966, had a major influence on his work and the colors he used. Japan, India, 

Russia, China, and Spain—some of which he visited only in his imagination—also 

served as sources of inspiration for his collections. 

In 1974, Saint Laurent and Bergé moved the haute couture house to 5 avenue 

Marceau in Paris, where the couturier would continue to assert his style. 

In 1983, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York held a retrospective of his 

work entitled Yves Saint Laurent: 25 Years of Design. He was the first fashion designer 

to receive such an honor. Major exhibitions of his work were subsequently organized 

in Beijing, Moscow, Sydney, Tokyo, and, of course, Paris at the Musée des Arts de la 

mode in 1986. 

For the FIFA World Cup in 1998, Saint Laurent organized a fashion show at the Stade 

de France featuring three hundred models wearing his designs. 

On January 7, 2002, Saint Laurent held a press conference to announce his intention 

to cease his career as a designer. Later that month on January 22, a retrospective 

fashion show showcasing over three hundred designs in addition to his final Spring-

Summer 2002 was held at the Centre Pompidou. It covered his entire forty-year career 

as a couturier. 

On March 10, 2004, the Fondation Pierre Bergé – Yves Saint Laurent opened its doors 

to the public with the exhibition Yves Saint Laurent, Dialogue avec l’Art. It would 

go on to present over twenty exhibitions devoted to art, fashion, and design between 

2004 and 2016. 

In 2007, Saint Laurent was made Grand Officier de la Légion d’honneur.

On June 1, 2008, Saint Laurent passed away at home in Paris at the age of 72.

In 2017, more than fifteen years after the closing of the Haute Couture House, 

two museums dedicated to Saint Laurent’s work opened, one in Paris and one in 

Marrakech. 
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The Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris  exhibits the 
couturier’s body of work on the legendary premises of 
his former haute couture house, alternating between 
retrospective displays and temporary thematic 
exhibitions.

Inaugural Display
From 3 October 2017 to 9 September 2018

A New Take on Signature Designs

The Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris’s inaugural display addresses the couturier’s 

creative genius through a selection of approximately fifty haute couture designs along 

with related accessories, sketches, photographs, and films.

The display covers all the major themes in Saint Laurent’s work, including: the most 

emblematic designs embodying the designer’s quintessential style, such as the tuxedo, 

the safari jacket, the jumpsuit, and the trench coat; his various tributes to art; and 

the collections inspired by his imagined journeys to such faraway places as China, 

Morocco, Spain, and, of course, Russia.

This truly unique display places Saint Laurent’s most well-known designs—such as the 

Mondrian dress and his African-inspired ensembles—alongside pieces being exhibited 

for the first time. The resulting dialogue between these works has been conceived 

specifically for the museum’s opening.

A Commemorative Site

Located in the legendary hôtel particulier on 5 avenue Marceau, where Saint Laurent 

created his designs for nearly thirty years between 1974 and 2002, the display also 

explores the day-to-day life of the couture house and the creative process behind the 

collections. It also seeks to address the history of the twentieth century and the haute 

couture traditions that accompanied a way of life that no longer exists.

Program
2018 - 2019
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Yves Saint Laurent’s Imaginary Asia
First Temporary Thematic Exhibition

From 2 October 2018 to 27 January 2019

Asia has always fascinated European artists. This “temptation of the Orient” was 

spread in part by the progressive arrival of art objects and textiles on the continent, 

which served as endless sources of inspiration for painters, sculptors, and, of course, 

couturiers. Saint Laurent was no exception to this rule. He offered up a vision of Asia 

that was at once literal and imaginary, based on his solid knowledge of the history, 

culture, and the arts of this continent. The exhibition “L’Asie rêvée d’Yves Saint 

Laurent” (Yves Saint Laurent’s Imaginary Asia) will bring together approximately 

fifty designs accompanied by original sketches and Asian objects offering insight into 

the creative process behind the clothing while also creating a visual link with their 

sources. Objects borrowed from the Musée national des arts asiatiques – Guimet and 

the collection of Samuel Myers will be exhibited alongside the couturier’s designs. 
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Each year, the museum’s program will be composed of 
a temporary thematic exhibition held from October 
to January followed by a retrospective display to be 
presented from February to September.
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Access

Métro line 9, station Alma-Marceau

RER C, station Pont de l’Alma

Bus lines 42, 63, 72, 80, 92, Alma-Marceau stop

Musée Yves Saint Laurent Paris

5 avenue Marceau

75116 Paris - France

+33 (0)1 44 31 64 00

contact@museeyslparis.com

Admission prices

Full-price admission

Reduced admission for visitors between 10-18 years old, teachers, and 

students 

(upon presentation of valid proof no more than one year old)

Children under 10 years old, art history/fashion students, unemployed 

visitors, physically-disabled visitors and one accompanying person, 

professional journalists with a valid press ID card, ICOM-ICOMOS 

cardholders, and Association des Amis d’Yves Saint Laurent et Pierre 

Bergé and Association des Amis de la Fondation Jardin Majorelle 

cardholders, and professional guide-speaker cardholders (upon 

presentation of valid proof no more than one year old) 

10 €

7 €

Free

Visitor information
Access, opening hours, admission prices

Opening hours

Open Tuesday to Sunday, 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. (last entry at 5:15 p.m.). 

Open Friday until 9:00 p.m. (last entry at 8:15 p.m.).

Closed on Monday and January 1, May 1, and December 25. 

Early closing at 4:30 p.m. on December 24 and 31.


