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This was Ray Charles’ debut single. It also appeared
on his debut album. The album is often referred to
by a number of names: Ray Charles, Rock n Roll or
Hallelujah I Love Her So. Charles is famed for being
a pioneer of Soul music: combining Blues, Jazz and
Gospel when he was signed to Atlantic Records. The
label gained a reputation as one of the most important
recording labels to specialize in Jazz, R&B and Soul by
African American musicians.

Ray Charles became blind at the age of seven. He
learnt to play piano at school, using braille. It is not
an easy process: students play the left hand whilst
feeling the part with their right hand, they then play
the right hand whilst feeling the braille with their left
hand. They then have to memorise the parts in order
to put them together. Although he was taught to play
classical music including Bach, Mozart and Beethoven
he much preferred playing Jazz and Blues. He learnt
his craft playing shows locally and at his school.

Ray Charles states that four great Jazz piano players
influenced him: Art Tatum, Bud Powell, Nat “King”
Cole and Oscar Peterson. In his early career, his style
tended to imitate his idol Nat “King” Cole. Yet he
began to develop his own style and released the song
‘T Got A Woman’ in 1955, which reached No. 1 on the
R&B Chart. He later became known by the nickname
“The Genius” due to his ability to blend music from
a variety of genres and following his successful Soul
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releases on Atlantic, moved into Country music also.
Frank Sinatra referred to him as “the only true genius
in show business”.

Throughout his career he was awarded a total of 12
Grammy Awards. He holds the record for the most
posthumous awards won in one night at the 2005
Grammys where he was awarded five.
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