
 

HYBRID PICKING. 
BY MARCUS BONFANTI 

  
WELCOME 
  

 Here we are going to talk about some uses of a technique called 
hybrid picking. 
It’s a technique I didn’t go out of my way to learn, I almost stumbled 
across it as a ‘work around’ for a few problems I had. 
I had been listening to a lot of Leadbelly, Big Bill Broonzy and Blind 
Boy Fuller and couldn’t work out how they got such a strong down beat 
with their thumb when they were finger picking. The only way i could 
achieve this was using the plectrum and my fingers. 
It wasn’t until years after this i found out they used thumb picks. These 
thumb picks are plectrums that slide on to your thumb leaving your 
remaining fingers free to pick; but by now i was already so used to 
hybrid picking and had grown to really enjoy it’s sound. 
I’ve found that it’s a very versatile technique to have at your disposal 
and has a lot more uses than just in the acoustic blues style. 

THE SEQUENCE 

In this part of the course we focus on my arrangement of the song 
Sliding Delta by Mississippi John Hurt. 
Here is the sequence written down so you can follow. 
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| E / / / | B / / / | A / / / | A / / / | 
| E / / / | B / / / | E / / / | E / / / |     



 

HYBRID PICKING PRACTICE TECHNIQUES 

The main thing with hybrid picking is to get the right hand as relaxed 
as possible when playing so it is free to play real good rhythm. 
There is potential a lot going on when listening to hybrid picking but it 
can be broken down into 3 main things: 

Step One 
Concentrate on the chord sequence and playing the single bass note 
followed by the chord. Practice it slowly and again, like we’ve talked 
about before, really hear the gaps between the rhythms.  
Once you have the simple rhythm locked down… 

Step Two 
 Start experimenting with adding the melody line from the left hand. 

Again very slowly and seeing how it all fits together both visually and 
musically. This is where starting to speed the tempo up would be a 
good idea as you have both main components working together now. 

Step Three 
 Start adding the rhythmic skips in from the right hand, rakes back 

across strings and start to really free it up so it sounds less ‘learnt’ and 
more natural. Also experiment with adding different notes from your left 
hand to embellish the melody. 

LISTEN AND BE INFLUENCED 

 Here are a few songs that i think are worth listening to if you are 
wanting to find out more about hybrid picking and also how many 
different uses it has. 

  Doc Watson - The Deep River Blues 
  Rory Gallagher - Barley & Grape Rag 
  Danny Gatton - Nitpickin’ 
  Chet Atkins - Black Mountain Rag 
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