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PLAY AUTHENTIC ROCK ‘N’ ROLL PIANO: JERRY LEE LEWIS & MORE 

Hi! I’m very glad to present my course on Rock ‘n’ Roll piano, thanks for checking it out! 
Rock ‘n’ Roll first careered into my life when my Dad brought home a Jerry Lee Lewis 
record and it got me hooked. I spent every available moment trying to work out what he 
was doing on the piano! A little later, I performed as Jerry Lee Lewis on some ‘Legends of 
Rock’ concerts. I’ve always loved his high-energy combination of kick-ass piano playing, 
assured vocals and musicality that reflects a broad range of influences. 

So, I’m very glad to be able to pass on some of the things I’ve learned over the years of 
playing Rock ‘n’ Roll - as always on my courses, I’ve tried to give a certain amount of 
‘method’ but want to encourage you to experiment with the ideas I introduce through 
breaking down the greats’ work. 

Good luck with the course! 

Cheers! 
 
Paddy Milner 

GENERAL TIPS 

• PRACTICE : ) 
Short & concentrated regular practice is better than long but infrequent practice. 
It’s true that you will need to do some regular practice & playing in order to make 
the most of any music learning process.  But the good news is you don’t have to 
do 5 hours a day! Most of us have busy lives one way or another and Time can be a 
premium. So, 10 minutes a day of concentrated practice is worth more than an 
hour or two at the weekend. 
 

• LISTEN, LISTEN & LISTEN AGAIN 
Make time to listen to the style of music you’re learning to play. I can’t 
underestimate how important this is!  With time, you will absorb the musical 
language. 

Load up with Rock ‘n’ Roll tunes and listen to (amongst many others): 

Jerry Lee Lewis 
Chuck Berry (listen to Johnny Johnson and Lafayette Leake on piano) 
Little Richard 
Fats Domino (for a New Orleans R&B approach to Rock ‘n’ Roll) 

RECOMMENDED WATCHING 

There are many great performances available to watch on YouTube so make sure you 
check out as much as you can!
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GENERAL PRACTICE EXERCISES & METHODS 

I’ve suggested specific practice exercises during the course but here are some general 
tips that can be used for most of the material we will be covering: 

• Use a metronome. This will help improve your musical time and show up where 
you are rushing or lagging behind. 
 
Whichever concept you are working on, get it under your fingers consistently & 
fluently at a slow tempo before increasing the tempo bit by bit until at full tempo. 
 

• Practice at different volumes (very loud, very soft & a moderate volume that feels 
natural). 
 

• Practice with different volumes in each hand – e.g. quiet in the left hand and loud 
in the right, then swap (a little like tapping your head and rubbing your tummy!). 
 

• Practice with your eyes shut so your fingers really get to know the keyboard. In the 
case of the left hand, try getting to a point where you can play around the 12 bar 
sequence repeatedly, while reading a paper or book! The aim being to get the left 
hand as automatic and independent as possible. 
 

• Practice concepts around the cycle of 5ths 
 

• Practice concepts in different keys 

  
 

 

  


