
Young Europeans Commemorating the Roma Genocide

1. Short details:
Dates: 30.07.-04.08.2013 (including travel, 4 program days)
Place: Krakow, Auschwitz (Poland)
Participants: 300 young Roma and non-Roma youth activists from 15 countries
Participants per country: about 20-40 participants per country

2. Short description
ternYpe – International  Roma Youth Network  gathers  around 300 young Europeans in  Krakow and 
Auschwitz on August 2nd 2013, the remembrance day of the Roma Genocide. The initiative will raise  
awareness  among young Europeans,  civil  society,  political  stakeholders  and decision-makers  on the  
Roma Genocide, the mechanisms of antigypsyism, and current challenges of racism, hate speech and 
extremism in Europe. ternYpe aims to empower young Roma to have a voice and to be key actors for 
change!

The youth conference engages young Roma and non-Roma from over 15 countries, as well as different  
youth organizations, experts, political stakeholders, and human rights activists. ternYpe aims to build a 
Human Rights Platform of European youth organizations to challenge stereotypes and antigypsyism on 
grassroots and international level.  This initiative strengthens the consciousness of young Europeans  
about their role and responsibility within their communities and the society at large. By strengthening  
the cooperation between Roma and non-Roma youth and youth organizations this initiative can shape 
the collective historical memory, awareness and respect for human rights. We advocate a wider official  
recognition of the Roma Genocide in Europe, as well as the recognition of August 2 nd, as a memorial day 
of the Roma Genocide during World War II.



3. Aims
• Strengthen the engagement and awareness of Roma and non-Roma youth and youth organiza-

tions on the Roma Genocide, the mechanisms of antigypsyism and current challenges of racism, 
hate speech and extremism;

• Advocate  for  the  recognition  of  the  Roma  Genocide  and  promote  the  remembrance  on 
European level;

• Build a Human Rights Platform of European youth organizations to challenge stereotypes and 
antigypsyism.

4. Objectives
• Raise awareness on the Roma Genocide: Inform young people with different backgrounds about 

the Roma Genocide during  World  War  II.  Holocaust  education  has  the aim to  make  young 
people understand the mechanisms of  exclusion,  of  racism, anti-Semitism, antigypsyism and 
populist and dogmatic manipulation of people which led to the worst moment of human action  
in history; critical thinking is a key asset to raise civic courage and active citizenship in the fight 
against extremism and racism;

• Networking of Roma and non-Roma youth initiatives:  exchange of experiences, practices and 
methods for young people and youth organizations how to address Holocaust, antigypsyism and  
human rights issues in grassroots, national and international actions, and how to strengthen the  
awareness and mobilization of young people for these issues;

• Inclusion: Strengthen the inclusion and engagement of young Roma in youth organizations and 
human rights education;

• Advocacy: Continuously advocate the recognition of the Roma Genocide and the Memorial Day 
on August 2nd by national governments, Parliaments and the European Parliament, as already 
done by the Polish Parliament in 2011;

• Visibility: Promote and raise the visibility of the remembrance of the Roma Genocide by young 
Europeans;

• Build partnerships: Involve a wide range of youth and civil society organizations into an informal 
Human Rights Platform that can effectively address stereotypes, stigmatization and antigypsy-
ism within their structures, as well as in society through non-formal education, joint campaigns 
and advocacy.

5. Program



6.1 Background of the project
On the 2nd of August 1944, 2897 elderly people, women and children, the remaining Sinti and Roma of  
the  so-called  "gypsy  camp"  (“Zigeunerlager”)  at  Auschwitz-Birkenau,  were  murdered  in  the  gas 
chambers. Knowledge and official recognition of the extermination of Roma during the Second World 
War is still very limited - especially among young Europeans including the Roma.
For ternYpe – International Roma Youth Network the Roma Genocide project is one of the flagships 
projects of the network. Since 2010 on August 2nd we have organized a commemoration in Auschwitz for 
young Europeans, and an international seminar around the event in order to educate young people  
from  different  backgrounds  on  the  suffering  of  Roma  in  the  World  War  II  and  on  discrimination,  
antigypsyism  and  extremism  in  today’s  Europe.  The  importance  and  great  impact  of  the  “Roma 
Genocide” project have been appreciated by the European institutions by selecting it as one of the 27  
national winning projects for the European Charlemagne Youth Prize 2011.
In 2011 the Polish Government passed a resolution for the official recognition of the 2nd of August as a  
day of commemoration. Our event which gathered around 80 young people had the support of the  
Polish President and the ministry for Equal Treatment, support of OSCE/ODHIR, Pedagogical University 
in  Krakow,  and  the  regional  administration  of  the  region  “Malopolska”,  and  support  of  Polish 
Plenipotentiary for Equal Treatment and the Auschwitz Museum. In 2011 our focus was dedicated to the  
issue of raising awareness on the history of the Roma Genocide on local level, raise of antigypsyism in 
Europe and the mechanisms of stigmatization and stereotypes in the society.
Young people take an important role and responsibility to construct a peaceful and integrated Europe  
today and in the future. Therefore, we shall strengthen the voice and participation of young people, as  
the consciousness about the Holocaust constitutes a key element of our European identity and the 
founding principles of the European integration. 

6.2 Political context: European-wide recognition of the Roma Genocide
Members of the Roma community suffer from discrimination and exclusion all over Europe: they are  
regularly the target of racist comments and attacks, harassment from police forces and the denial of  
their fundamental citizens' rights. Discrimination against them is prevalent in all walks of life which is of  
great concern for Roma youth living in this reality. The ignorance of the majority of society concerning 
Roma history contributes a lot to the prejudice Roma people suffer from, and it  also represents an  



obstacle to their integration within the European Union. 
Unlike the Holocaust of Jews, the wartime fate of Roma people is still  a blank page in historiography,  
the Roma Genocide during  the Nazi  regime; tens  of  thousands of  Roma murdered in  the occupied  
Eastern territories and thousands of them killed in extermination camps has still not entered the canon 
of modern history curricula. In the majority of European countries it would be useless to search school  
and university history text books for even fragmentary information about what happened to the Roma 
during the World War II. In effect of this neglect the knowledge and recognition of the extermination of  
Roma during the Second World War is still very limited.
Some Member States of the EU, such as Germany in 1982, have already recognized the genocide of the  
Roma during World War II, Poland just last year in 2011. The same act by the European Union would be  
a historic event for the members of the Roma community and for Europe.

6.3 Long-term strategy of ternYpe
The Roma Genocide project, now in its third year of realization, is one of ternYpe flagship projects to be 
realized every year around August 2nd as the commemoration day of the Roma Genocide. The purpose 
is not only to spread the knowledge about the Roma Genocide and to promote the commemoration by 
all Europeans, but we hope to shape the collective historical memory of this event as until today historic 
knowledge and education on this issue remains scarce in Europe. Therefore, we aim to build up a wide 
Human Rights Platform of youth and civil society organizations that jointly campaigns to challenge 
stereotypes and antigypsyism. Each year a conference and seminar address new important aspects, 
methodological approaches and current issues, such as antigypsyism, human rights education and the 
rise of extremist (youth) groups. 

We advocate for concrete measures and actions on all levels to address antigypsyism and stigmatization 
as the root causes of social exclusion of Roma, especially in the context of the EU Framework for 
National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020. Roma are European citizens. Nevertheless, they face 
structural discrimination and marginalization and are not accepted as equal citizens. Prejudices and 
stereotypes are widely spread and remain often unquestioned in the media, in politics and in society.  
Many young people have difficulties with their cultural background because of the ongoing experience 
of discrimination. We observe a strong self-stigmatizing mechanism. Many young Roma who manage to 
successful move forward, feel forced to deny their identity and do not invest their capacity for their  
community. Young people should have the right and responsibility to shape their own presence and 
future; however, the majority of Roma youth lacks the space to articulate the Roma youth issues. 
Striving for a better life for all in one society, we have to stress that not Roma are the problem, but their 
marginalization, discrimination and bad social situation. This project intends to promote a positive 
image of Roma as active citizens and to strengthen the Roma voice in order to stand up against 
discrimination and stigmatization. 
Addressing antigypsyism and stigmatization in the “Roma Genocide” project, contributes to the ternYpe 
mission and strategy to create a space for young people to become active citizens through 
empowerment, mobilization, participation and self-organization. We believe in the common efforts by 
creating trust, and mutual respect between Roma and non-Roma youth.



7. Activities

7.1 Youth Conference on Holocaust, Antigypsyism and Human Rights: July 31st - August 1st

7.2 Commemoration of the Roma Genocide on August 2nd in Auschwitz
7.3 Public conference on August 3rd in Krakow
7.4 Public launch of the ternYpe campaign and youth festival on August 3rd in Krakow

7.1 Youth Conference on Holocaust, Antigypsyism and Human Rights
On July 31st - August 1st, an international youth conference on the Holocaust, Antigypsyism and Human 
Rights issues will gather around 200-300 young Roma and non-Roma in Krakow. 

a. Opening ceremony and market of youth activism: 
The opening ceremony will inaugurate the youth conference and introduce the history and aims of the 
initiative. The market of youth activism will enable the youth groups from around Europe to share their  
activism in stands, small discussion and participative actions groups.

b.  The  participative  and  informative  workshops  on  the  Roma  Genocide,  Antigypsyism  and 
Commemoration will include the following topics: (to be clarified in the prep meeting in March)

WG1: Intro to Roma Genocide research
WG2: Current issues of (Roma) Genocide research
WG3: Roma Genocide in educational curricula
WG4: Roma Genocide in Transnistria
WG5: Antigypsyism in past and present
WG6: Culture of commemoration
WG7: Political struggle for recognition
WG8: Roma Genocide in the social memory of Roma communities

c. Local visits in Karzimierz to Holocaust related places: 
These visits shall enable the participants to come closer to the topics of the Roma Genocide and the 
Holocaust  in  general,  by  visiting  the Schindler’s  factory,  Karzimierz  Jewish district,  by  meeting  with 
Holocaust survivors, …

d. Working groups on youth activism and initiatives:
Working groups will give space to start different initiatives, and to raise the youth activism on grassroots  
level, as well as through transnational cooperation.

WG1: grassroots campaigning
WG2: networking and building coalitions
WG3: Roma REACT: online activism
WG4: Roma Pride
WG5: Human Rights Education 
WG6: Holocaust Education and recognition of Roma Genocide
WG7: Roma heroes in cartoons - innovative approaches
WG8: Youth initiatives for social change



7.2 Commemoration of the Roma Genocide on August 2nd 
In the night of August 2nd to 3rd 1944, 2897 elderly people, women and children, the remaining Sinti  
and Roma of the so-called "gypsy camp" at Auschwitz-Birkenau, were murdered in the gas chambers. On  
this day we remember the countless people who were persecuted and murdered as "gypsies” under the 
Nazi rule. Just in Auschwitz there were approximately 23.000 out of half a million Sinti and Roma who 
were murdered by the Nazis in Europe. The 2nd of August reminds us of these issues but at the same  
time it reminds us to intervene and fight the multifaceted and never-ending discrimination of Sinti and  
Roma. During a visit to Auschwitz, 300 young Europeans will commemorate the Roma Genocide.

7.3 Public Conference on Roma Genocide and Commemoration (August 2nd)
The public conference will focus on the following issues.

1. Recognition of the Roma Genocide, and the future of commemoration
2. Antigypsyism and extremism in the past and the present, the role of youth

A final plenary will draw conclusions and discuss further possibilities to build an Human Rights Platform  
that can effectively address stereotypes, stigmatization and antigypsyism within their structures, as well  
as in society through non-formal education, joint campaigns and advocacy.

7.4 Public launch of the ternYpe campaign and youth festival on August 3rd in Krakow
On the afternoon of August 3rd, ternYpe will organize a public open air youth festival in the center of 
Krakow where the new ternYpe Campaign will be launched! The festival will include artistic, creative and  
political performances and actions of ternYpe and its member organizations. 

8. Visibility, documentation and follow-up

8.1 Visibility
We strive to give high visibility to the youth conference and the commemoration ceremony in public and  
social media, online platforms and a wide range of information and publication tools of the involved 
youth and civil society organizations. 

8.2 Documentation
We intend to produce a publication in form of a booklet integrating the experiences of participants and  
different youth organizations from all over Europe and gathering best practices and examples of projects 
related to the Roma Genocide and Human Rights education. Moreover,  we would like to produce a  
documentary short film with interviews with participants and experts on the whole experience of this  
seminar and the commitments of participants to become the multipliers in their communities of the 
knowledge gained in the seminar.

8.3 Follow-up
ternYpe  strives  to  establish  the  international  youth  conference  and  commemoration  of  the  Roma 
Genocide  as  an  annual  event  gathering  a  great  diversity  of  young  Europeans  to  strengthen  their  
awareness and to share their experiences, engagement and commitment towards dialogue and human 
rights. The envisaged Human Rights Platform aims to engage many youth organizations to campaign 
against antigypsyism and to challenge stereotypes. Especially the youth conference serves to share good 
practices and methods to work on these issues and to inspire youth groups and youth organizations to  
engage for these issues. Moreover, ternYpe member organizations take the knowledge and experience 
of the project to the grassroots levels to mobilize and empower young Roma and non-Roma.



9. Coordination and partners 

9.1 ternYpe – International Roma Youth Network: www.ternype.eu 
ternYpe - International Roma Youth Network was founded in January 2010 and unites different Roma 
youth organizations from Albania, Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Slovakia, Spain and 
Poland. 

We are a network of youth and youth associations, which creates space for young people to  
become  active  citizens  through  empowerment,  mobilisation,  self-organisation  and  
participation.  We  believe  in  the  common  efforts  by  creating  trust,  and  mutual  respect  
between Roma and non-Roma youth.

For ternYpe – International Roma Youth Network the Roma Genocide project is one of the Flagships  
projects of the network. Since 2010 we have organized this event in order to commemorate the 2nd of  
August – day of extermination of the Roma camp in Auschwitz Birkenau. The importance and great  
impact of the “Roma Genocide” project have been appreciated by the European institutions by selecting 
it as one of the 27 national winning projects for the European Charlemagne Youth Prize 2011. In 2011  
the Polish Government officially recognized the 2nd of August as a commemoration day of the Roma 
Genocide during the II.  World War, and our event which gathered around 80 young people had the  
support  of  the  Polish  President  and  the  Ministry  for  Equal  Treatment.  Our  past  experiences  and 
feedback from former participants convinced us about the importance and need of this event. 

9.2 Hosting organization RSO Harangos: www.harangos.pl 
The  Roma  Educational  Association  “Harangos”  was  created  in  June  2004.  The  organization  brings 
together young Roma and non-Roma students and activists. The members come from various fields,  
such as education, art, sociology, international relations, or journalism and are interested in working  
with the Roma community. Harangos gives emphasis to the formal and non-formal education of children 
and youngsters. We want to reduce the participation gap between Roma and non-Roma youth through 
education and mobilization. In order to improve the overall situation of Roma, especially youngsters, we  
work with various governmental  organizations and the civil  society.  We want to challenge negative 
stereotypes and prejudices against Roma and be a role model for youth activism.

9.3 Partner organizations and institutions
• ternYpe member organizations: Roma Active Albania, Youth Network for Development BG, Am-

aro Drom DE, Romaversitas Foundation Hungary, Roma Onlus IT, Regional Roma Educational 
Youth Association MK, Ternikalo ES, Roma Eduation Centre SK

• Dokumentationszentrum Deutscher Sinti und Roma, Heidelberg
• University of Krakow

Contacts

TernYpe – International Roma Youth network
ternYpe@romayouth.com
www.ternype.eu

http://www.ternype.eu/
http://www.ternype.eu/
mailto:ternYpe@romayouth.com
http://www.harangos.pl/

