
RESPONDING TO THE OFSTED CONSULTATION
A broad and balanced curriculum has to include Arts and Culture



INTRODUCTION
Ofsted’s draft framework offers you the opportunity to celebrate a rich and broad curriculum that includes provision 
for children and young people in arts and culture; the performance of teachers of art, music, dance, drama; and the 
impact of this offer on social mobility and enterprise. 

The consultation is open until 5 April and can be accessed online here.

WHY SHOULD YOU RESPOND?
The evidence from academic research, teachers, arts, science, technology, business evaluation and feedback 
from children and young people confirms that a confident arts and cultural offer supports all aspects of education, 
especially:

• Supporting attitudes to lifelong learning through fostering the independence and ambition of children and young 
people.

• Improving health and wellbeing.
• Contributing to employability by growing the vital skills to drive the creative industries as part of the UK economy.

KEY POINTS
“The framework…..puts the interests of children and young people first, by making sure that inspection values and 
rewards those who educate effectively and act with integrity.”

Proposed quality of education judgement: “This judgement is intended to restore curriculum – largely ‘missing in 
action’ from inspection for more than a decade – to its proper place, as an important component of the quality of 
education.” 

Introduction to the Ofsted Framework 2019 Consultation from Amanda Spielman HMCI

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/EIFConsultation/ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/education-inspection-framework-2019-inspecting-the-substance-of-education/education-inspection-framework-2019-inspecting-the-substance-of-education


“Cultural education is an essential part of a broad and balanced curriculum….Having a good cultural education 
increases pupils’ confidence and their critical and creative thinking. It can also benefit communication and literacy 
skills to improve attainment in core subjects like Maths and English, and develop young people’s life skills as well as 
providing an engaging and accessible way into the curriculum for hard to reach or disadvantaged pupils.” 

National Governors Association, December 2018

“Alongside literacy and numeracy, another skill needed in our workforce today is creativity. Cultural education 
subjects help young people to unlock their innate creativity, enabling them to become more rounded and confident 
human beings.“

Darren Henley OBE, Chief Executive Arts Council England, Art and Design Education, a guide for Governors and 
Trustees

‘Creativity is not just for artists. Subjects like design and technology, music, art and drama are vitally important for 
children to develop imagination and resourcefulness, resilience, problem-solving, team-working and technical skills. 
These are the skills which will enable young people to navigate the changing workplace of the future and stay ahead 
of the robots, not exam grades. These meta-skills are critical in all sectors, not just the creative industries.’  

Tristram Hunt, Director V&A, October 2018 Launch of The Edge Foundation report: Future Learning

FIND OUT MORE
A Window to the World; an 11-minute film capturing why the arts are important.

The Cultural Learning Alliance;a range of organisations working across the cultural and education sectors 
champtioning a right to arts and culture for every child.

https://www.nga.org.uk/News/NGA-News/October-2018-December-2018/Arts-and-cultural-education-eLearning-module-launc.aspx?feed=NGA-News
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/ACE172%20Art%20and%20Design%20Education%20for%20Governors%20and%20Trustees%20-%20WEB.pdf
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/ACE172%20Art%20and%20Design%20Education%20for%20Governors%20and%20Trustees%20-%20WEB.pdf
http://www.edge.co.uk/sites/default/files/documents/edge_future_learning_report_final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CftiEuG6Frk&safe=active
https://culturallearningalliance.org.uk/


WHAT CAN I DO?
Trustees and Governors:
• Include the arts and culture offer as an agenda item and highlight where this is included as part of strategic plans, 

improvement plans and curriculum design.
• Communicate the work of your organisation regarding arts and culture to your local community.
• Identify a champion who can be confident in the advice from the National Governors Association and confirm 

where the school is on its Artsmark Journey.
• Communicate with Ofsted to remind them of the significance of the arts and culture offer in your organisation.

School and Academy Leaders:
• Use Artsmark materials to review the current position so that you have evidence for Governors and Trustees and 

Ofsted.
• Celebrate the staff who are leading the arts and culture offer within your organisation.
• Participate in the Ofsted consultation to ensure that Arts and Culture are understood by inspectors who 

implement the new framework.
• Share best practice with Festival Bridge so that they can raise the profile of your organisation at regional and local 

level.
• Create opportunities to use the arts and culture to overcome social disadvantage and to promote independent 

enterprise for able children and young people.
• Know what is available in the local community to support your arts and culture offer.
• Support your Governing body in communicating the significance of this work to local and national politicians.

Subject Leaders in the Arts & Culture: 
• Provide Senior Leaders with evidence of positive impact of this aspect of the curriculum and any enrichment 

activity.
• Respond to the Ofsted Consultation.
• Ensure everyone is aware about your Artsmark journey.



ABOUT FESTIVAL BRIDGE
Our mission is to radically improve the cultural education offer by creating, advising and facilitating partnerships and 
networks in the places in which we work.

We provide support, advice and guidance to inspire educators and practitioners, helping them to ensure children and 
young people’s creative and cultural experiences are the most valuable they can be.

Festival Bridge is one of ten Bridge Organisations working nationally with investment from Arts Council England and the 
Department for Education. Find out more here

We support the Cultural Education Challenge, Arts Council England’s call for the art, culture and education sectors to 
work together in offering a consistent and high quality art and cultural education for all children and young people.

http://nnfestival.org.uk/festivalbridge.
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/children-and-young-people/cultural-education-challenge-0

