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YOUR VOYAGE, YOUR VOICE
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Get nominating for next year

Oh what a night!

Thank you!

The biggest event on our calendar has
been and gone and in this special edition
of huddle! we reflect over the amazing
evening of celebrations.

A big thank you to our amazing sponsors
this year. It was fantastic to have the
support from so many different partners
and the evening would not have been
possible without their generosity.

Strictly winner and BBC broadcaster Ore
Oduba set aside his dancing shoes to host
this year’s Voyage Excellence Awards.
As one of the nation’s most sought-after
talents, both on-screen and on stage – Ore
was no stranger to a live audience, keeping
our guests energised throughout the night.
Thank you to everyone
that helped to make this
year so special for all of
our phenomenal winners!

We were especially delighted to have support
from our platinum sponsors, Civica, along
with our gold sponsors of the evening, Ogilvie
and Personal Group.
We would also like to extend our thanks to
the team Ground Control, our silver sponsor.
Having the support of these companies
helped us to make the evening even more
special for our valued colleagues.

Jayne Davey,
Chief Operating Officer

The night was full of emotion and
Ore took great pride in sharing
the achievements of our winners:
It was a real honour to be here.
It is such an important sector, and to
see not only the amazing standard
of quality and the level of care that
everybody in this room puts into their
work, but to see how much it means
to their peers, colleagues and friends
is truly humbling. To be in a room like
this, where there is real camaraderie,
it really doesn’t feel like work and
that is why it is so special to celebrate
it, and I’m sure they’re all going to
enjoy the night!
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Congratulations

to our regional nominees!
We had over 600 nominations this year, and each of
our Managing Directors led regional judging panels
to select the winners that would become the shortlist
for our national awards.
Competition was incredibly tough this year, so huge
congratulations go to our regional winners.

Community Manager
of the Year
Regional winners
Clare Cresdee, Dorset DCA (S)
Sue Bell, DCA North 3 (N)
Amanda McDonald, 109 Grange Road (CW)
Michelle Anstee, Nottingham SL (CE)
Ema Jones, Kingston DCA (SE)
Hayleigh Price, 45 Sunningdale Drive (SW)

Care Home Team of the Year
Regional winners
Woolston Road (S)
The Legard (N)
Sanderling House (CW)
Hall Green Road (CE)
Mawney Road (SE)
Northfield House (SW)

Branch of the Year
Regional winners
Dorset DCA (S)
North 3 DCA (N)
Solihull & Birmingham DCA (CW)
West Midlands DCA (CE)
Essex DCA (SE)
Somerset & Devon DCA (SW)

Specialist Team
of the Year
Regional winners
Smallwood (S)
BROCS (N)
Willowbrook (CW)
Ruddington View (CE)
Sheringham Avenue (SE)
Langley House (SW)
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Care Home Support Worker
of the Year

Community Team
of the Year

Community Support
Worker of the Year

Regional winners
56 Hulbert Road (S)
Ashlyn Bungalow (N)
Scotia House (CW)
Scotney Street (CE
The Grove (SE)
Renoir Road (SW)

Regional winners
Meghan Charlton, Grove RC (S)
Kelly Laird, West Farm Cottages (N)
Beverley Tremayne, Solihull and
Birmingham DCA (CW)
Bode Dada, West Midlands DCA (CE)
Sandra Pearson, Essex DCA (SE)
Rebecca Afriyie, Berkshire DCA (SW)

Regional winners
Eduardo III Felix, Glen Eldon (S)
Donna Lamont, Abbey Gardens (N)
Emma Dickinson, Westwood (CW)
Rondie Real, 24 St Marks Road (CE)
Joshua Davis, 351 Maidstone Road (SE)
Fiona Thomas, Westwood House (SW)

Learner of the Year

Field Based Team Member
of the Year

Care Home Manager
of the Year

Regional winners
Emma Merritt, Portsmouth SL (S)
Kelly Pratt, Garfield Grange (N)
Anthony Jones, Wrexham SL (CW)
Kayleigh Dawson, Nottingham SL (CE)
Nikki Gough, Essex DCA (SE)
Sayda Khan, Berkshire DCA (SW)

Regional winners
Alina Vrabie, Glen Eldon (S)
Isobel Harvie, Treddinoch (N)
Rachel Campbell, Sanderling
House (CW)
Nozuko Kambadza, 18-20
Antelope Way (CE)
Valery Farrelly, Mawney Road (SE)
Nikki Lewis, Roselea (SW)

Regional winners
Oliver Porter, Titchfield
Lodge (S)
Carly Lacey, 23 Cecil Road (CE)
Deborah Sicobo, Mawney
Road (SE)
Ann Burns, 1 Uppingham
Gardens (SW)

CE - Central East CW - Central West S - South SE - South East SW - South West N - North
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And the winners are...

Branch of the Year

Winner: Solihull & Birmingham DCA
Finalist: Somerset & Devon DCA

Community Team
of the Year
Winner: 56 Hulbert Road
Finalist: Ashlyn Bungalow

It’s very
overwhelming when you
hear what people have
actually got to say about
you - we are so proud!

Community Support
Worker of the Year

Winner: Beverley Tremayne,
Solihull & Birmingham DCA
Finalist: Meghan Charlton, The Grove RC

Care Home Team
of the Year

It’s nice to get this far!
I didn’t expect to win it!

Winner: Mawney Road
Finalist: Hall Green Road

Care Home Support
Worker of the Year

Proud doesn’t even come close. The
pride in the fact that they are committed
to what they do, and they go above beyond
every day without question,. I can’t wait to
celebrate with everyone tonight.

Winner: Donna Lamont, Abbey Gardens
Finalist: Emma Dickinson, Westwood

Specialist Team
of the Year
Winner: Sheringham
Avenue
Finalist: Smallwood

It was very very
exciting! We have done all
the hard work and now we
are getting the award

Field Based Team
Member of the Year
Winner: Emma Merritt, Training
Finalist: Kayleigh Dawson,
Nottingham Supported Living

Learner of the Year

Winner: Carly Lacey, Cecil Road
Finalist: Oliver Porter, Titchfield Lodge

For me, I am just doing my job but
if I can help them support the people we
support, then it makes it all worthwhile. It’s
just a great feeling.

I feel so overwhelmed.
I have no idea how this has
even happened. It’s been the
best day.

Long Service
Awards

2yea5rs

Helen Chester,
Jirina Ruzer Synek,
Tracy-Ann
Bampton-Summers,
Carol Brittain,
Tracy Foster,
Andrea French,
Kelly Nicholson

Operations Manager
of the Year
Winner: Steph Allen
Finalist: Jillian Northen

Group Support Team
Member of the Year
Winner: Chris Spencer, Finance
Finalist: Hayley Newey, Referral Line

Read
Steph’s
story on
page 14

Care Home Manager
of the Year

Rachel Campbell, Sanderling House
Finalist: Isobel Harvie, Treddinoch

It’s been a hard year for the
team and I am absolutely humbled.
Flabbergasted actually – didn’t
expect it at all.

Sponsored by
Group Support
Team of the Year

Outstanding
Achievement

Winner: National Learning
& Development Centre
Finalist: Quality

This is for the team, it isn’t
for me - it’s a team effort and I
am so proud of the team .
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Winner: Denise Flannagan,
Operations Manager
Finalist: Paul Everitt,
Millstream (at time of achievement)

Community Manager
of the Year
Winner: Michelle Anstee,
Nottingham Supported Living
Finalist: Hayleigh Price,
Sunningdale Road

ETHOS award
How amazing! I was really
honoured to be nominated and to reach the
final, I am even more honoured to win.

Sponsored by

Winners:
Michelle Anstee,
Karina Whitehead,
Rachel Campbell
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Sade Abayomi Award
Jane Troy
Sponsored by

Winning this
award means so
much! I can’t wait
to take it back to
Liverpool and show
my team that
all of our hard
work has been
recognised and
has paid off. It’s
a wonderful
feeling.

Civica were proud to
support the Sade Abayomi award,
and congratulate Jane on her
success. We were impressed with
the energy and enthusiasm in the
room from a clearly dedicated
team of care professionals
JAMES KILMISTER
CIVICA
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Here are some of the glamorous
shots from the evening!
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A moment on the red carpet

with our Operations Manager of the Year, Steph Allen

Our 2018 Operations Manager of the Year
award was won by Steph Allen, Central East.
We caught up with Steph…
Congratulations Steph! A well-deserved
recognition of your amazing work in this
role, how did it feel to win tonight?

They didn’t get their mum a lot when they were
younger just because I was working so hard.
I wanted her to see what you can get if you work
hard.”
You really did show her that it was all
worth it!

“Very overwhelming. I wasn’t expecting it, I
genuinely wasn’t. I had already celebrated
some of my fantastic team winning their awards
tonight, Michelle Anstee (Community Support
Manager of the Year) and Carly Lacey (Learner
of the Year) so I really wasn’t expecting to win
myself.”

“Oh absolutely! I love my job. 100 million %.
I love working for Voyage Care”

Yes, it’s great to see everyone celebrating
each other’s successes. So, who did you
bring with you tonight to celebrate your
success?

“It’s a job like no other. You get to be part of a
family and you get to be a part of the bigger
picture and be a part of the small celebrations.
Like yesterday, I heard someone who has
been a selective mute for 15 years, say his own
sentence which was “I don’t want to go to the
doctors.” To hear something like that, from
someone who wasn’t able to for so long, with
the right support just came out with it, it just
makes it all worthwhile – every single hour.”

“I brought my daughter with me tonight. I
wanted her to celebrate my journey to this
point. I started at Voyage Care as a support
worker and worked my way up. A lot of the time
she ended up looking after my youngest son
and I felt I wanted her to celebrate if I did get an
achievement.
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That’s great to hear! We need more people
like you. What would you say to people
who are considering becoming a support
worker?

Congratulations again Steph!
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And next year's winner is...

...You?
Have you read through this special edition
of huddle! and thought ‘I wish that was
me!’ then get ready for next year…
Nominations will open at the start of June
2019 for next year’s Voyage Excellence Awards
and it is never too early to start thinking about
getting nominated.
With over 600 nominations this year, the
competition is only going to get tougher!

Good luck!

