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7 Within the scheme of work are lessons which engage, inspire and develop critical 
thinking. The department encourages students to produce an independent piece of 
study on a historical site they have visited over the summer holidays. This research-
based tasks help develop their critical thinking and analytical skills. 
 
Writing skills and development. Examples: news reports. 
 
Teamwork, Group work, ability to work with others 
 
Research techniques (Individual projects, linked to various periods of history which) 
 
Communication - Presentations 
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9 Students begin the GCSE course. History is a reading / writing intensive GCSE and 
students will develop skills related to: Analysis, research, essay writing, 
communication, problem-solving and arguing. 
 

10 Armley Mills – As part of our Y10 trip to Armley Mills students get to see first-hand 
the role of museum creators. Students interact directly with someone acting in this 
role. 

11 Here are some practical skills developed by Year 11 students who have studied the 
subject for three years. 
•Learning about people - how they interact, the motives and emotions that can tear 
people apart into rival factions or help them to work together for a common cause 
(useful knowledge for team-building at work!) 
•Learning about countries, societies and cultures - so many of today's conflicts and 
alliances have their roots in the past; how can you negotiate with, trade 
successfully with, or report on a country if you know nothing of its history? 
•Learning to locate and sift facts - to identify truth and recognise myth, propaganda 
and downright lies (useful in every aspect of life) 
•Presenting what you've learned in a way that makes sense to others - whether in 
graphs, essays or illustrated reports - and having the confidence to defend your 
findings. 
 



12 History at A Level is a highly respectable qualification sought after by many 
universities. If you want to study history at university you’ll need to take it at A-
level. 
 
You won’t need it for other specific courses but the Russell Group recommends 
history as an excellent subject for keeping your options open when choosing a 
degree. It can be especially useful for courses that include elements of history and 
essay writing like: 
•Archaeology 
•Economics 
•Classical studies 
•Modern languages 
•English 
•History of Art 
•Law 
•Politics 
•Teaching 
•Religious studies 
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