
   
 

What is the Alternative Curriculum Programme 

The literacy and numeracy catch up programme gives schools additional funding to 

support Year 7 students who have not achieved a score of 100 or greater in the end 

of Key Stage 2 assessments. At the end of Key Stage 2 (KS2) students are awarded 

a scaled score of between 80 and 120 in mathematics, reading and grammar. Their 

average performance is the average of the reading and grammar scores then 

averaged with their Mathematics score. (This is the measure we use in school to 

determine those in need of additional support). 

Nationally the measure for being ‘High School ready’ is that students must achieve a 

scaled score of 100 in both mathematics and reading and then achieve the expected 

standard in the teacher assessed writing element of the curriculum.  

 

School Allocation 

In 2018-19 there were 70 students in Year 7 (and 31 in Year 8) that were allocated 

some time for either additional support in Mathematics, English or both. By supporting 

the students using the catch up program early in Year 7 it is hoped that students can 

avoid falling further behind and make progress at an accelerated rate to close the gap 

between them and their peers. 

Of the 70 students 31 were dis-applied from studying a Modern Foreign Language 

(MFL), 28 were removed from some History or Geography lessons for numeracy 

support and 27 for literacy support. This support was in the form of small group 

sessions with a Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) or a Teaching Assistant (TA) 

as dictated by the timetable. 

The numeracy and literacy programs followed were overseen by the Mathematics and 

English Departments respectively and were broadly in line with those followed in the 

previous year. The idea of the sessions was to focus on the key skills that individual 

students needed to access the KS3 curriculum as well as filling gaps in knowledge 

that the students should have had from KS2. It was not expected that the student’s 

progress would bring them in line with the outcomes achieved by the cohort overall by 

the end of Year 7 but to accelerate them towards strong outcomes at a faster rate than 

those within the same sub-group and halt the widening of the gap between them and 

their peers.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

End of year results 

 Maths Progress English Progress 

Overall 1 2.56 

Disapplied Students 1.09 1.71 

Literacy Students  2.57 

Numeracy Students 1.4  

 

This table gives a summary of the progress made by the whole cohort for both 

Mathematics and English across Year 7. The overall figure is the average progress, in 

sub levels, made by students in Year 7 for each subject then the lines below indicate 

the average progress for those within each of the catch up programs. As stated 

previously it would not be expected for the students in the programs to progress at the 

same rate as those within the whole cohort. The students receiving the additional 

support are weaker than average based on their KS2 outcomes in these subjects. 

However, in Mathematics the progress of those receiving support did accelerate 

beyond their peers.   

 In numeracy those dis-applied from MFL made more progress than their peers 

not in the programme as did those in receipt of only numeracy support. 

 In literacy both those in the dis-applied cohort and those in the catch up support 

sessions made progress very close to the rest of the cohort of students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 

Summary of Initiatives to support Year 7 Alternative Curriculum students 

 

 Higher Level Teaching Assistants and Teaching Assistants work 1 to 3 with 

‘Catch Up’ students two hours per week providing a combination of reading, 

literacy and numeracy support with a dedicated program devised by English 

and Mathematics specialists. 

 

 Teaching Assistants supported the lower ability during timetabled lessons 

where possible.  

 

 Close monitoring of student attainment to ensure that students who required 

continued support stayed on the ‘Catch Up’ program and all students dis-

applied from MFL to continue receiving support into Year 8.  

 

 Professional development of specialist teachers in English and Mathematics to 
ensure the most effective teaching and learning by liaising with primary school 
colleagues and development of KS2/3 bridging schemes of work and resources 
and closer links with Leodis partner schools to ensure continuity of curriculum 
and support. 

 

 Purchase of additional, appropriate fiction and non-fiction titles for struggling 
readers.  

 

 The Accelerated Reader Scheme has been purchased to ensure students 
receive additional reading support in Year 7 and has been embedded within the 
curriculum at Woodkirk for a number of years and is starting to develop across 
other Leodis schools.  

 

 External English Volunteers working with low ability students in English lessons. 
 

 KS3 English holiday workshops run by subject specialists specifically targeting 
the lower ability underperforming students concentrated largely on literacy and 
confidence. 

 

 Sixth Form peer tutoring for Year 7 in Mathematics in an after school 10 week 
block, not exclusively for the lower ability but again attracting a large proportion 
of ‘Catch Up’ students. 

 

 Sixth Form students supported low ability Year 7 students in lessons as part of 
their commitment to the wider aspects of school life. 
 

 English Literacy booster sessions run by Sixth Form students in July for 
selected Year 7 students.  
 

 
 



   
 

 

New in 2018-19 
 
This year we trialled some new initiatives: 
 

 Greater involvement of parents in the programme. Parents have already 
attended a meeting to discuss the initial set up of the groups and the content of 
the sessions. Contact will be maintained with parents throughout the year to 
encourage their participation at home. This was a popular initiative with parents 
although the impact is hard to measure. A further improvement to this would be 
to add more ongoing contact with home relating to progress and to have more 
regular checks on the work completed at home with parents as part of this.   

 

 Greater use of Sixth Form students in supporting Year 7 students in the literacy 
and numeracy sessions run by HLTAs and where possible using Sixth Form 
students to deliver content as well as mentoring younger students where no 
appropriate TA is available. Again, this engaged the students well but the 
impact of the sessions separately to the normal lessons and additional support 
is not practically measurable.  

 
 
 


