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KS3 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 

LITERATURE 

COURSE HANDBOOK 

2020 

Useful revision sites: 

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/z3kw2hv 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/ 

http://www.english-zone.com/reading/dolphins1.html 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/100-best-books/ 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/50-books-all-kids-should-read-before-theyre-12 

 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/oct/23/recommended-reads-children-13-plus 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_children%27s_classic_books 

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/gr8/Books-for-Boys.html 

 

https://bookzone.boyslife.org/100-books-for-boys/ 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/kids/best-books-for-8-to-12-year-olds-boys-girls-uk-to-

read-a7384691.html 
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The expectation of the new English curriculum at KS3 is that pupils should be able to speak and write 

fluently and improve their communication skills through reading and listening. 

READING:  

Reading at KS3 should be wide, varied and challenging, with pupils making critical comparisons across 

texts. Pupils are expected to read whole books, to read in depth and to read for pleasure and information. 

For the more advanced students, there should be the opportunities for increased breadth and depth in 

reading. 

Reading should cover a wide range of fiction and non-fiction, including in particular whole books, short 

stories, poems and plays with a wide coverage of genres, historical periods, forms and authors. 
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SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR KS3: 
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WRITING: 

 

SPEAKING: 

 



English@Woodkirk  

 



English@Woodkirk  

Schemes of Learning in Year 7: 

 

1 – Beauty and the Beast  

A transition scheme designed to deal with issues that may arise in the transition to high school. We ask students 

to consider their attitudes towards themselves – their identity - and growing up. With a focus on beauty, 

appearance, vanity and the role these ideas play in society, students are encouraged to think more deeply about 

how people behave and why.  

 

2 - Choose Your Own Adventure Story  

Teachers will cater lessons/genres of stories to each class’s tastes and interests. The focus during this scheme of 

learning is on decision making, actions and consequences, risk taking, cause and effect and morality.  

 

3 - Back to the Future/Visions of 2020  

Here, we wanted to make the most of the significance of the time period that the students are living through. We 

want to help them to understand the importance of 2020 and appreciate the speculation there has been, for many 

decades, about what this ‘future’ would look like. We will consider how the view of the future has changed 

throughout history and why it has done so. There will be lots of opportunities to explore a range of texts, including 

popular culture such as film and television. Students will also be asked to investigate the views and opinions of 

those around them who have grown up in different eras.  

 

Assessment 

 

In Y7, students will complete three formal assessments - one at the end of each Scheme of Learning. They will 

also complete three informal assessments. (Altogether - 2 x Reading, 2 x Writing, 2 x Oracy) All of these will be 

marked and filed in their portfolio, which is kept through to the end of Y8. Although the assessments will help us 

to make decisions about the levels the students are working at, primarily, they are designed to get students familiar 

and comfortable with the practice of formal testing. Largely, the levels they are given for each report will be based 

on their performance in lessons and evidence in their exercise books. In their reports, students will be graded on 

Attitude, Classwork, Homework, Behaviour and Organisation. They will be given levels internally from the English 

department, but these will not be shown on the report. These will be based on our own system designed to help 

us, as teachers, understand where the students are and what they require from us. 

Accelerated Reader 

 

 
Schemes of Learning in Year 8: 

 
1 - Use it or Lose it: Students spend the first week with us working on activities designed to recap and revise the 

advanced grammar skills they spent so long working on in primary school for their Y6 exams. It is our feeling that 

we must help the students to hold onto and revise this knowledge, as it is invaluable to their continued studies. 

This also gives students and teachers a chance to get to know one another. This is not formally assessed.  

 

2 – Narrative: Students are taught the conventions of narrative writing and taught a number of creative language 

techniques that can be used to make their work more engaging. There is a focus on SPAG skills. 

 

3 – Comparing Articles and article writing: This scheme focuses on reading, understanding, critically analysing 

articles and comparing the ideas in pairs of articles. During this scheme, some time will be given over to writing 

their own articles.  

 

4 – Novel and Letter Writing: As a class, students will read a full novel and learn how to understand, analyse and 

write critically about their ideas. This year we are focusing on texts that could be considered part of the literary 

canon in an effort to boost students’ cultural capital. The need for this has become increasingly clear in light of 

the unseen texts which have been part of the new GCSE paper. Alongside their study of the text, students will focus 

on letter writing skills and will be assessed on this overall.  

 

5 – Shakespeare and Speech: Finally, students move onto the most challenged of the schemes. They will hone 

their critical analysis skills and ability to write in a sophisticated, academic manner about their ideas. Within this 

scheme, the conventions of a speech will be taught and demonstrated in a manner that complements the text 

they are focusing on.  
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Assessment 

 

In Y8, students will complete four formal assessments: one at the end of each Scheme of Learning. They will also 

be graded informally, in their exercise books on the secondary skills taught within each section of study. This allows 

us to closely monitor students’ progress across a range of skills. Assessments are completed in the classroom, in 

exam conditions. GCSE mark schemes are used to assess the students’ work. This is logical, as their target grades 

are also set in these terms. It allows students to see, right from Y7, the progress they are making towards their 

final GCSE outcome.  

 

 

 

Accelerated Reader 

 

The academy is fortunate enough to be able to offer the Accelerated Reader scheme to our students. Y7 and Y8s 

should all have an A5 booklet in which they complete their fortnightly AR homework and all work during their 

fortnightly AR lesson. It is essential that your child understands that although they must complete the AR homework 

before each lesson, this does not mean they will be penalised if they have not read. If your child is unclear about 

this, please ask them to discuss it with their teacher. Students are encouraged to read regularly.  

 

Homework 

As well as their AR homework, all KS3 students will be asked to complete a weekly homework from their Novel 

Writing Workbook (details below). Beyond this, teachers are encouraged to avoid additional homework. However, 

where there is the opportunity to extend a piece of work outside of the classroom, students will be given the option 

to do so. Those choosing to will be rewarded by their teachers (as opposed to being punished for not completing 

the work).  

  

Novel Writing Homework 

We are very excited to offer all KS3 students the opportunity to be guided through writing their very own, full-length 

novel. They will be given a booklet and expected to complete one task each week. In this way, the whole process 

of writing a novel will be broken down into manageable chunks. There will be novel writing workshops offered 

afterschool and celebration events at the end of the year. We are hoping that this will be a valuable process for 

the students. It will demonstrate the enormous achievements they are capable of if they are persistent. It will teach 

them resilience and help them to understand that every impossible task is made up of one small, manageable 

task after another. If any parents would like to join their children in this process, please let us know and we will 

provide you with your own booklet.  
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