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The Dates: 

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Paper 2: 2 hours 15 minutes 

The Specification: 

English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th Century text. Your child will be examined on Macbeth and A 

Christmas Carol. 

English Literature Paper 2: Contemporary text and poetry. Your child will be examined on Blood Brothers or Animal 

Farm, Poetry Anthology – Power and Conflict – and Unseen Poetry.  

Assessment Objectives: 

Students are assessed on four objectives: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4. 

AO 1: Read, understand and respond to texts critically.       

AO 2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant 

subject terminology where appropriate.  

AO 3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

AO 4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 

punctuation (assessed on Section A only) 

The Exams: 

Paper 1: Macbeth/Merchant of Venice and A Christmas Carol carries a weighting of 40% 

Paper 2: Blood Brothers, Poetry Anthology, Unseen Poetry carries a weighting of 60% 

Students will have to navigate their way through the paper to find the questions which are relevant to them. The 

‘Macbeth’/ ‘The Merchant of Venice’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’ questions are given with a short extract. The students 

will need to use the extract but are also expected to write about other parts of the text. For the ‘Blood Brothers’ 

question no extract will be provided, but there will be a choice of two questions. The poetry anthology question will 

give the students one of the 15 named poems they have learnt, and they will be expected to compare this to 

another of the 15 poems, but this will need to be remembered as the poems will not be printed in the exam. Finally, 

for unseen poetry the students will be given two poems to read for the first time and then answer two questions: 

one question focusses on one of the poems and the second question asks them to compare the two poems.   

Revision strategies and approaches: 

• Make sure you KNOW your texts: create mind-maps, flashcards, flow charts and then test your knowledge. 

Re-read the texts. 

 Read through extracts, parts of the text; but as you read highlight language and structural devices. You could 

use two different colours.  

 Learn quotations and deconstruct these: For example: ‘A curse on both your houses.” Giving an explanation 

on the effects of these words on the audience and why the writer has specifically selected these word 

choices (focus on connotations/ denotations) 

 Use the model answers that you have worked with in class to understand the mark scheme in depth.  

 Answer exam-style questions that have been set – do them again – and again. 

Revision: 

You should start to create your own revision timetable. Look at the approaches above to support how to revise. You 

need to decide WHEN to revise! 

Attend your P6 session. 
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Perhaps set up a group with your peers where you can share resources. 

Ultimately, you need to commit TIME to this stage in your academic career if YOU want to be successful. It takes 

hard work! 

 

Revising Quotations: 

For literature it is vital that you know a range of quotations for the main characters and themes. We suggest you 

learn ten for each, some of these will cross over so there is less to memorize than you think. You can learn these by 

using flashcards, word gaps and through quizzing.  

For example, in Blood Brothers you should learn quotes for: 

Mrs Johnstone   Superstitions 

Mrs Lyons     Nature/Nurture 

Mickey      Social class 

Edward      Violence 

Narrator      Love  

Linda/Sammy      Growing up  

 

How to Plan an Exam Question: 

Below is a step by step guide of how you could approach an exam question.  

1. Read the question, extract and any additional pieces of information you are provided with.  

2. Underline the key words in the question and read the question again.  

3. If the question gives you an extract or poem, annotate any parts that you believe will help you to answer this 

question.  

4. Now think if you had to answer the question in one word what would the word be? DO this 5 times. You may 

want to do this in a mind map. Each word should answer the question.   

E.g. How does Russell present Mrs Johnstone in the play Blood Brothers? 1. Caring 2. Naïve 3. Struggling 

financially 4. Superstitious 5. Lacking confidence 

These will become the points you will make at the beginning of each paragraph.  

5. You now need to decide which quotes from the extract are juicy AND answer the question. This means they 

have a lot you can analyse.  

6. Finally, you need to decide which quotes best match the 5 words you have given. E.g. Mrs Johnstone is 
superstitious. Quote- “Oh God, Mrs Lyons, never put new shoes on a table... You never know what'll 
happen.” 

7. Now you can start writing your response.  

SUPPORTING your essay response: 

Remember: Use the essay structure that your teacher has advised you to use. It might be PEACE/PETAL. 

You must know your language and literary terminology – create flashcards if you haven’t already done so.  
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Knowing the Mark Scheme: 

Knowing the mark scheme is extremely important, if you know what the examiner is looking for, the more likely you 
are to produce this in your answers.  

You can practice using the mark scheme each time you write an exam answer by annotating your work using the 
levels and wording from the mark scheme in your annotations. For example, if you believe you have apt references 
which have been integrated you would annotate this on your response. The key to this is knowing what the mark 
scheme means- your teacher should have discussed this with you in lesson.   

(Please find an example mark scheme later in this document) 

Revision Links: 

Pupilshare- GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. In this folder there are a variety of past papers and 

revision programmes that can help you to focus your revision. You will also find knowledge organisers that will be 

helpful for self-testing.  

Woodkirk Academy website- On the website there are revision booklets that you can download and work through. 

There will give you guidance on how to answer questions and has a range of questions for you to practice with.  

YouTube- Mr Bruff  

SPARK Notes 

BBC Bitesize 

CGP – these text guides can be purchased at school via Ms Messenger.  

https://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/ 

 

Teacher Support: 

Remember your teacher is there to help you. If you do not understand something in lesson, then ask; if you would 

like support with your revision then ask and if you complete any exam answers give these to your teacher so that 

they can give you feedback to improve. Your teachers are also contactable via their school email if you would prefer 

to send work or ask questions through email.   

 

Getting you started: 

 

  
Techniques for flash cards  

Simile   Foreshadowing  

Metaphor  Oxymoron 

Personification  Juxtaposition 

Alliteration  Anecdote 

Repetition  Zoomorphism  

Sibilance   Extended metaphor 

Sentence Stems (not to be used for G5-G9)- The underlined words 

would need adapting to fit the question you are answering. 

Point- In ‘Blood Brothers’ Willy Russell presents Mrs Johnstone as… 

Evidence- This is seen in the quote “………………..” 

Analysis- This suggests… 

Zoom:- The _________(technique) implies… 

Context: Willy Russell’s intentions were to… 

Effect: As an audience/reader we question… 

https://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/
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Below is an example of a mark scheme that you could use to check your ‘Blood Brothers’ 

essay questions. Ask your teacher for the mark schemes so that you can use them as an 

active part of your revision. 


