
 
 

CAREERS 
 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY / PRODUCT DESIGN 
 
 

Key Stage 4 Design and Technology  

As part of the new AQA Technical Awards delivered by the Design and Technology 
department an integral aspect of the specification is to cover the career opportunities within 
the chosen field of study.  This will cover the job role itself, its purpose and qualifications, the 
activities carried out within the job role and actual skills required to be successful in the role.   

The three main areas of study are; Fashion and Textiles, Materials Technology and Visual 
Communication.  Some of the careers that will be covered within the content of the 
specification include; 

Fashion Designer, Fashion Buyer, Fashion Blogger, Carpenter, Plumber, Welder, Graphics 
Designer, Illustrator, Web Designer.  

This element of the specification will be delivered in a variety of ways dependant on the 
resources available to staff at that given time.  This may include guest speakers, relevant out 
of school activities, visual displays to communicate roles, relevant websites, links made with 
industry, staff experience and alumni. 

In Food and Cookery students will participate external cooking competitions ran by Colleges 
and Restaurants in Leeds and the surrounding areas.  Again, if the opportunity arises guest 
speakers will be invited into school as will relevant out of school activities be ran and visual 
displays within the department to enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of careers 
in the hospitality and catering industries.   

 

Key Stage 5 Product Design 

Students will be offered time to discuss ideas in relation to their chosen field of study.  Staff 
are happy to make suggestions and help students arrange careers appointments for focussed 
advice.  Staff are always there to help students collate a portfolio of work whether for university 
interviews or foundation courses. 

Staff help students with their apprenticeship applications, usually within the field of 
engineering, and often give names of companies recruiting for apprenticeships.  Many 
students have been successful in their applications and future careers and often stay in touch. 

Staff would like to build on alumni knowledge and experiences to deepen the understanding 
and all career opportunities from studying Product Design. 

 


