
Subject _ GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature 

Overview of Content 

GCSE English Language 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50% of qualification) 1 hr 45 minutes 
Source: an extract from a 20th or 21st century novel 
Section A: Reading fiction texts (40 marks) 
Section B: Writing fiction- descriptive or narrative writing (40 marks) 
 
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50% of qualification) 1hr 45 minutes 
Sources: one 19th century non-fiction text and either a 20th or 21st century text (it will be the century that was not featured in 
Paper 1.  
Section A: Reading non-fiction texts (40 marks) 
Section B: Writing non-fiction- persuasive writing (40 marks) 
 
Spoken Language Component: 
As part of the GCSE English Language specification, students will research, plan and deliver a formal presentation which will 
include responding to questions from an audience. This is an important skill in most careers and is often expected in 
interviews for university and employment. 
Students and teachers will work together to choose an appropriate topic and task to work on which may link to a personal 
interest. Students will be expected to address the audience directly using cue cards/notes as support if necessary. 
Students will be assessed against a set of criteria which teachers will share with them leading to the achievement of pass, 
merit or distinction. This outcome will be reported on the final GCSE certificate but will not count towards the final grade 
award for English Language. 
 

GCSE English Literature- English Literature examinations will only be taken by those 
Year 11 students who did not take English Literature examinations in the summer of 
2017) 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Nineteenth Century Novel 
External examination 
40% of the total GCSE marks     1 hour 30 mins  64 marks 
Section A: William Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
45 mins 34 marks 
Section B: Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
45 mins 30 marks 
 
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 
External examination 
60% of the total GCSE marks     2 hours 15 mins  96 marks 
Section A: A play- Willy Russell’s ‘Blood Brothers’ 
45 mins 34 marks 
Section B: Comparing poetry- ‘Power and Conflict’ 
45 mins 30 marks 
Section C: Unseen poetry 
30 minutes 32 marks 

 
Overview of Skills 
GCSE English Language: 

 demonstrate skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing necessary to communicate 
              with others confidently, effectively, precisely and appropriately 

 express themselves creatively and imaginatively 

 become critical readers of a range of texts- fiction and non-fiction 

 use reading to develop their own skills as writers 

 understand the patterns, structures and conventions of written and spoken English 

 select and adapt speech and writing to different situations and audiences 

 understand the importance of language, structure and form in fiction and non-fiction texts 

 be able to retrieve and synthesise information quickly 

 be able to write detailed comparisons of texts 
 
 



GCSE English Literature: 

 demonstrate skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing necessary to communicate 

 with others confidently, effectively, precisely and appropriately 

 express themselves creatively and imaginatively 

 become critical readers of a range of texts, including multi-modal texts 

 use reading to develop their own skills as writers understand the patterns, structures and 

 conventions of written and spoken English 

 understand the impact of variations in spoken and written language and how they relate to identity and cultural 
diversity select and adapt speech and writing to different situations and audiences. 

Exam boards and exam dates 
Exam board is AQA.  

 English Language: Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing: 5 June 2018 am 
 English Language: Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and perspectives: 8 June 2018 am 

The below English Literature examinations will only be taken by those Year 11 students who did not do English 
Literature examinations in the Summer of 2017: 

 English Literature: Paper 1:   Shakespeare and 19th Century Novel: 22 May 2018 am 

 English Literature: Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry: 25 May 2018 am 
Useful revision material/websites 

a) Reading of all Literature set texts and poetry at home- creation of revision cards  
b) for key quotations for characters and themes. Students should be independent 
c) in doing this revision activity at home.  
d) Literature texts should be read thoroughly at least three times before the examination as students are not allowed 

the texts with them in the exam.  
e) Students need to also learn key terminology to comment on language and structure in both the Literature and 

Language examinations.  
f) Reading of narrative fiction such as short stories and fiction generally is useful for Paper 1 in English Language.  
g) Reading of non-fiction such as biographies, autobiographies, newspaper sites online and persuasive non-fiction 

writing such as blogs is useful for Paper 2 for English Language.  
h) tutor2u.net – revision notes and up to date articles and news stories 
i) BBC bitesize – revision notes and practice activities 
j) Universalteacher.co.uk 
k) AQA website for advice and tips. 
l) The broadsheets online.        

 Revision sessions for GCSE students are Tuesday and Thursday, 3-4pm.  Attendance is through the class teacher. 

 Revision sessions may be made available to students within holidays.   

How can parents help:  

 Literature: all students have been given access to the set texts for the duration of 
their GCSE.  It is recommended where possible that students have access to their 
own copy at all times to enable them to make their own notes in the books.  

 Literature: revision guides, relating to a specific exam paper, will be provided for 
the students by the department prior to commencing a focused programme of 
study for the examination units of the course. It is recommended that you 
encourage your child to re-read the set texts, and watch the film – where relevant.  

 AQA GCSE English Language and English Literature Revision Guide (Collins GCSE 
Revision and Practice - New Curriculum) - can be purchased on Amazon. 

 Language: students can learn the rules and timing for each Language question on 
the exam papers and complete timed responses at home- then mark them using 
the markscheme provided by the teacher. Each question will have set timing and 
rules for success. If a student knows these and follows them, they will succeed 
better in the exam. This is a key way to ensure success in English Language. 

 Language and Literature: practice papers and mark schemes can be requested from 
class teachers.  They cannot be accessed through the AQA website due to copyright 
protection of some sources. 

 


