
 
 

20 March 2020 

 

Dear Parent 
 

As you are aware, we have been given the instruction from the government to close the school to the 

vast majority of students from Friday 20 March 3pm until further notice.  It is very sad to see this happen 

particularly for those students who were due to undertake public examinations this year.  They have 

worked so hard. 
 

Thank you for your prompt responses to the survey about key workers.  A list of qualifying professions 

can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
 

The guidance does indicate that ‘if it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be’.  

I would kindly ask that parents observe this guidance  
 

We have in place a skeleton staff to supervise those students of key workers without an alternative 

arrangement from Monday 23 March.  Students should report to the main hall for 8.50am.  The timings 

of the normal school day will apply, finishing at 3pm (2pm Friday).  Students are expected to wear 

normal school dress and will be advised when they need to bring PE kit.   
 

We have been working hard over the last few weeks to continue to provide an excellent education for 

your son/daughter in school as well as planning a workable contingency for this closure. 
 

I’m sure you will understand that this has been challenging.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

staff for the extra work they have undertaken to assist with this contingency plan.    All year groups now 

have access to Pupilshare where resources are available and will be added to by class teachers over 

the coming weeks.  Full details for each year group can be found our website. 
 

We are aware that some students do not have access to the internet and/or IT facilities.  In such cases, 

we have tried to supply paper copies of work.  If your child does not have access to the internet and/or 

IT facilities and has not received such work, please let the school know. 
 

For those who do have internet access, there are a variety of websites that can be accessed to support 

children with their learning during this time.  Please see our website for details. 
 

During this extended school closure, students are expected to complete the above work from home.   

 We would encourage students to complete this work during the normal school day and lesson 

structure.  

 Students are reminded that failure to keep on top of work may seriously affect progress. 

 Completed work can be emailed to teachers for it to be checked.   

 Work may be set via student email, SharePoint or Pupilshare.  Students should check different 

apps for set work. 

 Students should only use school email addresses to contact teachers  

 Students are reminded that teachers will try to respond as promptly as possible to their questions, 

but they may not be able to reply immediately. 

 Where possible, students should contact teachers only during normal school hours.  Emails 

sent/received after 3.10 pm may not be responded to until the following day. 

          Continued ……  
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We will let you know of any additional work that is made available for students should this be required 

and will update parents of any developments via text and the school website.  
 

Details about what will happen for students who were due to sit public examinations this summer will 

be added to our website once known.  What is clear is that there will not be examinations in May and 

June and that there may be some delay to publishing of results.  We have spoken to Year 11 and 13 

students and said we will look to hold traditional end of year/school events with them once the 

government allow us to return to school and other restrictions are lifted. 
 

We have had initial clarification from the government with regard to Free School Meals and await a 

national voucher scheme.  In the meantime, students who are in receipt of free school meals may collect 

a packed lunch from Woodkirk between 11am and 12 noon from the main hall via main reception.  

Please do not come to school if your family is self-isolating; we will arrange for this lunch to be delivered.  

It would be helpful if you could contact school to advise us of this. 

We have been told of a scam where you receive a text or email requesting your bank account details if 
your child is entitled to free school meals whilst the school is closed.  The Academy will NEVER ask for 
such details. 
 

We know that some families may find themselves in hardship or becoming eligible for free school meals 
due to changes in circumstances.  We would ask that you email Mrs J Hudson 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school or text 07503 091455 if you need a meal for 
your child. 
 

We also have some period products in school. Please contact Mrs Standage at 
standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com or Miss Broadbent at Broadbent.l@woodkirkacademy.com if you 
require any products. 
 

With the possibility of spending increased amounts of time in the house, it is still important to keep fit 
and active – both for the body and mind.   There are loads of online resources to help you keep fit and 
active.  These will be listed on our website.   
 

With students likely to be spending more time around the house over the coming weeks, some are likely 
to spend more time online. This may make them more vulnerable to online abuse and unwanted contact.  
Links to information and support around safe online can also be found on our website.  We would always 
recommend that phones and other devices are not in bedrooms overnight, particularly for younger 
children.  It is best to have agreed times for using devices as well as time limits.  If any issues arise, 
apps will have reporting mechanisms built in.  There is also the option of reporting directly to CEOP.  
School will still remain a point of contact for support should you require it. 
 

Finally, I would like to commend our students for the mature way they have accepted this news and to 

wish our whole community the very best as we face what will be a very difficult few weeks ahead.  

Please stay safe as best you can. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs J Barton  

Principal 
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