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YEAR 13 students were treated to a fabulous 
leavers’ assembly in May. The event was 
organised by the Head Girl and Head Boy, Im and 
James, and involved performances by the Sixth 
Form band, nostalgic photographs, anecdotes 
from staff and students, and an emotional 
farewell message from Mr White.

At the Year 11 leavers’ assembly, students were 
highly entertained by Mr Ellis and Mr Currie, 
who revealed a few secrets and photos that are, 
perhaps, best left in the past! An excellent send-
off for a hardworking year group.

Both groups of leavers also celebrated their 
time at Woodkirk Academy with a prom, with 
Year 13 dressing to impress for an emotional 
evening at the Met Hotel.

HELLO, my name is Maisie Chadwick, and I have 
been selected as the new Head Girl for 2015/16. 
I am extremely honoured to be able to represent 
the Academy and also to work closely with our 
new Principal, Mrs Barton, to improve aspects of 
life and study at Woodkirk. I am excited at having 
this opportunity and leading the Senior Council 
for the next year.

My name is Tom Hinton and, like Maisie, I have 
been selected to lead the Senior Council. As Head 
Boy, I feel very privileged to have achieved such 
a prestigious role and I am also excited at the 
prospect of shaping the Academy for both ours 
and future generations. On behalf of Maisie and 
myself, I would like to congratulate James and 
Im for a fantastic inaugural year as Head Boy and 
Head Girl for 2014/15.

Tribute to 
the Class 
of 2015Mr Sykes

Mr Sykes has been at Woodkirk Academy 
for 41 years under four different 
Headteachers. He started at Woodkirk High 
School in 1974 as an English teacher, but 
swiftly moved to teaching Maths. In addition, 
he has held posts as Stock Controller, Assistant 
Exams Officer, Year Tutor for Years 7 and 8, 
and Assistant Headteacher for the Sixth Form. 
He then took on the role of school Timetabler 
in 1998. Away from the classroom, Mr Sykes 
has taken on lead roles in several school 
musicals, including Annie Get Your Gun and 
South Pacific.

Mrs Turnbull
Another mathematician, Mrs Turnbull, is 
taking early retirement after completing 30 
years of service this summer. During this time, 
she has progressed through various roles 
in the Maths department, becoming Head 
of Maths before moving to join the Senior 
Leadership Team in 2007 as our data expert. 

Ms Hardwick
Ms Hardwick is a relative newcomer to 
Woodkirk, joining the school in October 2004. 
Her accomplishments include running an Eco 
Club and building an allotment area. During 
her career, Ms Hardwick has also taught 
Chemistry and English as a foreign language 
at a school in Spain, and used her language 
skills to teach evening classes in colleges 
around Bradford and Leeds. 
 

An inspiration to all of our students

My aim as new Principal, 
is to provide consistency for 
students, staff and parents, 
so we can remain focused 
on learning and progress

Taking up the reins

A NUMBER of long-serving staff are retiring from Woodkirk Academy this summer. They include Mrs Turnbull, Assistant 
Headteacher; Mr Sykes, our Timetabler; Ms Hardwick, Teacher of Chemistry; and, of course, our Headteacher, Mr White. 
In total, they have given over a century in the service of educating students here at Woodkirk.

 
Mr White
In particular, we would like to pay tribute to Mr 
White who, for the last ten years, has led the school 
to become one of the most successful in Leeds and 
the surrounding area. He has overseen the conversion 
of the school to an Academy, which is now poised to 
become a Multi Academy Trust with three partner 
schools, and a sponsor Academy supporting schools 
in need. Mr White joined Woodkirk Academy as joint 
Head of Physics in January 1985 and soon became 
Head of Science. He also wrote the successful bid that 
allowed Woodkirk to become a Science Specialist 
School. In our last Ofsted inspection, his leadership 
was described as being “aspirational for all students”. 
Woodkirk will miss his leadership, but he has ensured 
that the Academy is in the best possible position to 
continue its success.  

Mrs Barton
Taking over the role of Principal from September 
2015 will be Mrs Barton, our current Deputy 
Headteacher. Mrs Barton joined Woodkirk five years 
ago, and is delighted to be taking up the post in a 
school that she cares about so passionately. “During 
this period of significant change for Woodkirk, my 
aim is to provide as much consistency as possible for 
students, staff and parents to allow us to remain 
focused on learning and progress,” she said. “I am 
committed to continuing to improve the learning 
environment for all by providing the very best staff 
and resources here at Woodkirk Academy.”
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DURING this year’s Fairtrade Fortnight, Year 
8 Geography students promoted the event 
in assemblies.

Taking on the role of people involved 
in the banana chain, they highlighted the 
inequalities faced by growers in developing 
countries and illustrated the positive impact 
of choosing Fairtrade products.

TO coincide with the General 
Election on 7 May, Year 12 
Government and Politics students 
hosted their own mock election on 
the same day.

All the students were encouraged 
to vote for one of five parties: 
Conservative, Green, Labour, Liberal 
Democrat and UKIP.  An amazing 
1,019 students took part and Labour 
were the eventual winners, with 
36% of the vote.

The Year 12 students worked 
extremely hard, encouraging 
students to take part and spending 
time counting all the votes.

DURING Refugee Awareness 
Week in June, students across 
the Academy heard about 
the experiences of Olivier 
and Jamal, who escaped from 
Africa to seek a better life in 
a country where their human 
rights would be respected. 
Afterwards, the students 
returned to their English class 
to compose a piece of creative 
writing or a poem. One 

student was chosen from each 
class to present their work, 
which was then broadcast 
across the Academy.

Year 11 student Georgia 
Miller, has raised over £400 
for the Nepal disaster. In 
addition, she cut her hair 
and donated it to the Little 
Princess Trust, a charity that 
makes real hair wigs for 
children with cancer.

Students at Woodkirk are given the opportunity to explore and understand 
the values that shape and bind us, both as individuals and as a society

Fairtrade 
Fortnight 
bears fruit

Democracy 
in action

Help for those in need

Year 7 student, Lucas, is a keen 
baker and his recent cake-making 
extravaganza raised £454, beating his 
previous achievement of £272.

Together with his mum, who is 
raising money by climbing Machu 
Picchu, they have collected a total 
of £1,117 for the Bless a Child 
Foundation in Uganda, a charity that 
provides support to children suffering 
from cancer.

Cakes for 
charity

WOODKIRK Academy is taking its first step on the journey to 
becoming a rights-respecting school, by achieving the UNICEF 
Rights Respecting Schools Award (RSSA).

As an Academy, we commit to making the values of the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) part of our 
school ethos. The RRSA is about transforming attitudes, 
relations and shared values using the CRC.

FORMER BTEC Law student 
Yasmin McGregor has had an 
exciting year since leaving 
Woodkirk in 2014.

She was selected for the 
Lawyers in London Programme, 
run by Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer, one of only five Magic 
Circle law firms. This involved 
her taking part in a mock trial 
at the Royal Courts of Justice, 
a placement at Amnesty 

International and work 
experience with a top five firm.

Yasmin has also been 
appointed an Appropriate 
Adult, where she safeguards 
the interests of vulnerable 
people in police custody to 
facilitate communication and 
ensure that their rights are 
respected and upheld.

UNICEF AwardBudding lawyer

Lucas with a football made of leaves, 
presented to him while he was in Uganda.
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THE continued efforts of students 
and parents means that attendance 
continues to be outstanding and 
we have achieved our incredibly 
challenging target of 96%.

A special mention must go to 
Year 11 student Latham Haigh,  
who has an amazing five years of  
full attendance.

He is closely followed by Georgia 
Doherty-Roberts, Sean Pritchard 
and Adam Quinn, who have only 
missed one day since 2010.

WOODKIRK has many talented 
students. Among these, Beth 
Stenton in Year 7 successfully 
auditioned for the national tour  
of Shrek, playing the young Fiona 
in Sheffield.

Meanwhile, Tionne Pringle in 
Year 7 was invited by the Mayor 
of Morley, Wyn Kidger, to perform 

at the St George’s Day Parade at 
Morley Rugby Club.

Abi and Greg also achieved 
some of the highest grades in 
Music: Abi, in Year 12, is the first 
Woodkirk student to achieve a 
Grade 8 diploma in piano; Greg, 
in Year 9, achieved a Grade 6 
distinction in cornet.

THE Student Leadership Group (SLG) for 
2015/16 was appointed following a rigorous 
nomination process.

Form representatives from Years 7 to 11 
are responsible for sharing the views of their 
form with the SLG, which is made up of ten 
Student Year Leaders. From September, the 
SLG will have regular meetings chaired by the 
Junior Head Boy and Junior Head Girl. They 
will then have a separate meeting with the 
new Principal, Mrs Barton. This democratic 
process means that students’ opinions 
are carefully considered by the leaders 
of the Academy. Congratulations to 
Lauren and Latham for successfully 
being chosen as the first Junior Head 
Boy and Girl.

The Senior Council is comprised 
of a Subject Ambassador from every 
course offered in the Sixth Form, and 
is led by the Head Girl and Head Boy, 
and their deputies. As individuals, they 
volunteer time to their departments to 
help younger students in learning and life 
skills. As a Council, they meet regularly to 
discuss all aspects of life in the Academy, 
as well as having a strong voice in the 
leadership and development of Woodkirk 
Academy as a premier institution.

ACCELERATED Reader is a 
continued success, with  
Year 7 and 8 students reading 
over 183,300,000 words  
since September.

Students have read 5,886 
books, made Accelerated 
Reader cakes representing their 
favourite texts, and some have 
taken part in a James and the 
Giant Peach reward trip.

STUDENTS from Years 9 to 13 
had the opportunity to attend 
the annual Clothes Show Live at 
the Birmingham NEC. During an 
exciting catwalk show, professional 
models and dancers exhibited new 
designer collections and students 
gained a wealth of ideas to bring 
back to the classroom.

THIS year’s Spanish Cultural Day was a great success.
Year 8 students delivered a quiz on Spanish-

speaking celebrities and general knowledge, and 
all students took part in a quiz during personal 
tutor time. At lunchtime, students were given the 
opportunity to break open two piñatas that  
were hung up in the main hall to release the  
surprises inside!

The annual Bastille Day celebrations also gave 
students the chance to speak French in all lessons, 
while competitions and games took place during 
lunchtime. Students in Year 10 were on hand to help 
younger students with their language skills.

Meanwhile, Design Technology students travelled 
to Bologna in Italy, where they were given behind-
the-scenes access at Lamborghini, Ferrari, Pagani 
and Ducati. 

Attendance 
on target

Talent on 
parade

Growth in 
reading

Home and away

Accent on 
European culture

Students make a difference
Year 8 students were able 
to extend their knowledge 
and understanding of 
the genocide of the Jews 
during the Second World 
War, when they visited the 
National Holocaust Centre 
in Nottingham.

Once again, Sixth Form 
Government and Politics 
students had the chance to 
visit the USA where they spent 
time in Washington and New 
York visiting iconic sights such 
as Congress and the Empire 
State Building.

During the Easter 
holidays, the largest 
ski trip to leave 
Woodkirk Academy 
flew to Colorado, 
where they had a 
fantastic time, both 
on and off the piste.

Year 12 and 13 students modelling their creations, 
inspired by the visit to the Clothes Show Live
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YEAR 7 student Abigail recently competed in the English 
Gymnastic Championships at Loughborough University. 
Following an excellent performance, she is now training as 
part of the England squad.

Abigail, whose favourite discipline is the asymmetric bars, 
hopes to compete in the Olympics and at international level. 
We wish her every success for the future.

HANNAH Neville in Year 12 
took part in the Swimathon 
2015 challenge, where she 
completed 5km to raise 
money for Marie Curie 

Cancer Trust. Hannah 
completed the swim in  
two hours 20 minutes,  
raising £300 in memory  
of her two grandmothers.

CHECK OUT Woodkirk Academy’s new fully responsive website.

Olympic hopeful

Hannah goes the distance

YEAR 9 girls Lily, Georgia and 
Holly have been taken under 
the wing of professional rugby 
club, the Batley Bulldogs. They 
currently play in a girls’ league, 
with matches as far away as 

Wigan, Cumbria and Newcastle.
They hope to become the 

first touring girls’ team to go 
to Queensland in Australia, and 
are busy fundraising to make 
their dream a reality.

Girls give rugby a try

ACCOMPLISHED swimmer Harry in Year 10 has won 
six gold medals at the Yorkshire Championships 
held in Leeds and Sheffield: in the 50m and 100m 
breaststroke, 100m and 200m freestyle, and the 
200m individual medley.

He also swam in the British Swimming 
Championships at the Olympic Stadium in London, 
where he won silver in the 100m breaststroke and 
bronze in the 200m breaststroke.

Joe in Year 7 is also swimming his way to 
success. He recently took part in his first Elite 
level competition, in a new age group, giving him 
invaluable experience. Joe will also attend the 
England talent camp, where he will learn how 
nutrition makes a difference to his performance; 
he is hoping to compete in a competition abroad 
at the end of the year.

Bathing in success!


