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Woodkirk 
Academy 
has lift off...
Our launch issue of Inspire



WELCOME to the first 
edition of Inspire. The 
launch of this exciting 
new magazine celebrates 
our students’ successes 
and creativity. I know you 
will agree how impressive 
it is to see such exciting 
talent thrive alongside 
academic achievement.

I would like to thank 
the students and staff 
who work incredibly 
hard to make Woodkirk 
Academy an outstanding 
place to learn. We support 
and encourage all our 
students to develop their 
own sense of individuality 
and imagination, and help 
them aspire to achieve.

Jonathan White
Headteacher

AFTER the successful ‘Academic 
Ambassador’ scheme in MFL, where 
Year 12 German students worked as 
‘teaching assistants’ in lower school 
classes, the department decided to 
develop this idea further.

Miss Heys recruited confident 
and able Year 9 linguists to act as 
‘teachers’ to students in Years 7 
and 8. These sessions run every 

Tuesday and Thursday break-
time in Y17, and after school on 
Thursday.

Elite Linguists in Spanish, 
German and French often work 
one-to-one with students to help 
them with various aspects of their 
language learning. You can spot 
them around school, proudly 
wearing their burgundy badges.

YEAR 6 students from Westerton Primary School sampled life at Woodkirk 
Academy when they visited the school for a Maths Puzzle Day. 

The event was run by Gifted and Talented Year 8 Maths students, and the 
Year 6 students worked with students from Year 7 on different mathematical and 
team-building activities.

Feedback suggested that the event had made the students more 
positive about the transition from primary to secondary school.

Where students 
aspire to achieve

Elite Linguists

Maths aids transition

LAST December, Woodkirk 
Academy students and staff 
were treated to a German 
cultural and culinary 
extravaganza.

Form groups had the 
chance to show off their 
cultural awareness in the 
hope of winning a prize, 
and at lunchtime there was 
the opportunity to feast on 
that very typically German 
dish, sausage. 

Woodkirk’s very own 
‘Christkindlmarkt’ also 
brought a little piece of 
German Christmas to the 
Academy for the second 
year running. Year 9 
German students  
were on hand to quiz 
lunch-goers on their 
German language skills, 
awarding the best 
with typical German 
‘Süßigkeiten’. 

Cultural day is ‘sehr gut’
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IN March, the cast of Starlight Express skated their way 
to success on the Woodkirk stage. Students performed 
two matinees to invited primary schools and six evening 
performances. 

The show opened to the public on Gala Evening, with the 
Director from NODA leading the standing ovation. A true 

testament to the show’s success were the endless letters and 
emails of praise from members of the audience.

Among these, the Shadow Chancellor, Ed Balls MP, sent a 
personal memo saying: “It was a brilliant show – probably the 
best school production I have ever seen. Thank you so much.”

IN March, Woodkirk Academy hosted the sixth annual Song for Morley event. 
This is an opportunity for local feeder schools to take part in our own version 
of the Eurovision Song Contest.

Seven primary schools and Woodkirk’s own Year 7 group sang songs in 
languages from around the world. Woodkirk was represented by members of 
7UT who sang the Pharrell Williams smash hit, Happy, in Spanish. 

The deserving winners were from Gildersome Primary, who sang a German 
song and played handbells.  

All aboard the ‘Starlight Express’

Primary schools on songIn concert
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Fairtrade in focus
GEOGRAPHY students in Years 7 and 8 celebrated 
Fairtrade Fortnight from 23 February to 8 March.

Students studied a wide range of issues surrounding 
Fairtrade – from where our food and drink comes from, to 
tracking the journey of bananas and cocoa beans. They 
also took part in a ‘design a Fairtrade T-shirt’ competition. 
Afterwards, one member of each form had their winning 
design displayed on the Academy’s TVs and announced 
in assembly. The overall year group winner was awarded a 
Fairtrade Easter egg.

AS usual, this year’s Summer Concert was amazing. 
Recitals by the Choir, Soul Band and Orchestra, and 
Performing Arts students showcased their dancing and 
acting skills. 

This was followed by the Year 5 Summer Concert, 
where students from Blackgates, East Ardsley, Hill Top 
and Westerton primary schools were invited to watch 
highlights of the previous evening’s concert.



YEAR 13 student Callum Todd was crowned 
Channel 4’s Countdown champion 2013 
after a triumphant performance in the final 
conundrum.

Callum went to the studio with the hope 
of being successful in one or two rounds, 
but battled through seven nailbiting stages 
to win the competition. Afterwards, he said: 
“I didn’t think I had the slightest chance of 

getting through to the grand final.”
Mr Lowe, Head of Sixth Form, said: “We 

are really proud of Callum’s achievement. It 
was a pleasure to see how such an intelligent 
young man coped with that amount of 
pressure and demonstrated such focus and 
speed of thought. He has a fantastic future 
ahead of him and everyone at the Academy 
wishes him well.”

THE Woodkirk Academy 
Sixth Form plays a key role in 
creating improvements that 
will help future generations of 
learners in Years 12 and 13.  

Departments were 
asked to nominate two 
Year 12 students who had 
demonstrated leadership 
qualities and an excellent 
attitude to learning, and this 
group was then invited to 
write a letter of application 
for the positions of Head Boy 
and Head Girl.

Six students were shortlisted 
from a very competitive field 
and they were interviewed by 
Headteacher Mr White, Head 
of Sixth Form Mr Lowe and 
Governor Mr Fisher. 

All the shortlisted students 
were strong candidates and, 
after much deliberation, 
James Reid and Im Hazelton 
were appointed to these key 
positions. They will be working 
hard over the coming year, 
with support from the Sixth 
Form Senior Council.

IN March, we launched the ‘Race for Success’ 
initiative, with 50 students from Year 11. The 
students were split into teams of five and assigned 
a team captain from the Senior Leadership Team, 
who acted as their mentor over the next ten weeks. 

The aim of the initiative was to maintain the 
high levels of motivation and standards of work for 
some students and further improve that of others.

Students collected points in their lessons, 

for example by demonstrating an outstanding 
attitude to learning, excellent work and attending 
extra revision sessions.  Each week, the team and 
the individual with the most points received a 
reward.

There was an amazing improvement in many 
of the students’ attitudes, work ethic and grades. 
Staff also commented on the change in students’ 
self-belief and confidence.

Hard-working, enterprising and resourceful. Students at Woodkirk Academy deserve to succeed, and are given every opportunity to achieve their best

‘Countdown’ champion

Meet our Head Boy 
and Head Girl

Motivation to succeed

Outstanding achievement
across the curriculum
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THE Music Department is very 
proud of two very hard-working 
and talented students - Caitlin in 
Year 7 and Emily in Year 8. Both 
achieved full marks in their end-of-
year listening exams - a fantastic 
achievement!

FORMER Sixth Form student Mollie 
Targett enjoyed performing from an 
early age.  While studying at Woodkirk 
Academy, she played many different 
roles in school shows and recently 
graduated from the University of 
Huddersfield with a BA degree in Drama.

Recently, she played Laurey Williams, 
the leading lady in the Harrogate 
Operatic Players’ production of 
Oklahoma.

Mollie said: “I loved playing Laurey 
and really enjoyed working with such 
a talented cast and production team. 
It was my first show with Harrogate 
Operatic Players but, hopefully, it won’t 
be my last.”

Woodkirk is proud to have helped 
Mollie in her early career on stage, and 
we look forward to seeing her in the 
West End soon!

Hard-working, enterprising and resourceful. Students at Woodkirk Academy deserve to succeed, and are given every opportunity to achieve their best

WELL done, and congratulations, 
to our high-flying students who 
have been successful in achieving 
the almost impossible: the top 
score on their progress report.

We are immensely proud of 
the 54 students who have been 
recognised for demonstrating 
outstanding enthusiasm, 
outstanding dedication and 
outstanding commitment to their 
studies. Teachers only offer the 
all-important maximum score for 
their subject if that student truly 
shines day in, day out – without 
exception. As a rough guide, each 
year group produces, on average, 
six or seven top students per 
report. 

Subsequently, the students who 
receive the highest score on their 
progress reports are congratulated 
by the Headteacher, and given the 
opportunity to win White Rose 
vouchers in a prize draw.

Prizes for 
progress

Leading lady Full 
marks!

Outstanding achievement
across the curriculum
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SPACE Week 2014 was out of this world! 
The Science Club delivered assemblies 

to each year group; screened the film 
Apollo 11; ran astronomy sessions in the 
Middle Yard and organised Challenge 
days for students in Years 8 and 10.

Every Science class in Year 8 was 
represented by a team who had 
to design a product for a space 
tourist. Their ideas were pitched to a 
Dragons’ Den-style judging panel of 
representatives from Leeds University, 
Virgin Travel, STEM Ambassadors and 
Headteacher Mr White. The winning 
team was Mr McCulloch’s class, with 
the Originality Prize awarded to Mr 
Goodier’s class. 

Year 10 students also took part in a 
solid-fuel rocketry workshop. Despite 
poor weather, successful launches were 
made by most students. 

In Year 9, students were involved in 
the “I’m a Scientist…” project, where 
students take part in live web-chats with 
scientists around the world.  

FOR the past six years, Woodkirk Academy 
has successfully taken part in the Batley 
division of the Rotary Technology 
Tournament for Schools, a countrywide 
competition that takes place annually. 

This year, teams had to design and make 
a model cable car that was capable of 
transporting cargo across a given distance 
and back again using a battery-powered 
motor. 

All three Woodkirk Academy teams 
were exceptional, with the Sixth Form 
team of Stephen Coyle, Dale Smith and 
Karl Cassar coming first in their category. 

Teams triumph in technology

Our fantastic 
fundraisers
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THE students at Woodkirk Academy ooze 
generosity and work tirelessly to support 
both local and national charities. These 
include Children in Need, Macmillan 
Cancer, the British Heart Foundation and 
Sport Relief. In the past 12 months, they 
have raised a staggering £6,836.33. Well 
done Woodkirk!
 

Students 
reach for 
the stars



ON Wednesday 23 April, the English Department 
hosted their very first Shakespeare festival 
in celebration of what would have been 
Shakespeare’s 450th birthday.

Students from all Years performed 
Shakespeare-inspired poetry, songs, monologues 
and drama to celebrate Shakespeare’s influence 
and place in contemporary culture.

Year 9 Art students produced some amazing 
Elizabethan and Jacobean artwork to accompany 
the event, and the performance poet Ash 
Dickinson led an exciting poetry workshop. Staff 
from the English Department also dressed in 
Shakespeare-inspired costumes to celebrate the 
life of the Bard. 

Student Lauren Raynor Dixon said: “It was 
exciting to be involved in an event that helped 
to bring Shakespeare alive to students and 
demonstrated how his work has inspired artists of 
the present day.”

In future, we hope to make this an annual event.

Shakespeare
Activities bring

to life

YEAR 10 GCSE Geography students 
experienced tectonic activity at 
Mount Vesuvius when they travelled 
to Sorrento in June!  

They also expanded their 
knowledge of tourism and culture by 
visiting a pasta factory, pizzeria and 
a working mozzarella farm. Other 
sights included Pompeii and the 
awe-inspiring Coliseum in Rome.

A Capitol experience Italy rocks!
STUDENTS studying Government & 
Politics in the Sixth Form took part in 
an educational and enjoyable trip to 
Washington DC during the Easter break.

The students visited many of the 
city’s world-famous sites including the 
White House, Capitol Hill and, most 
memorably, the Lincoln Memorial. They 
also viewed sessions in both the Senate 

and the House of Representatives.
Cultural highlights included watching 

a basketball match between the 
Washington Wizards and the Charlotte 
Bobcats, a shopping spree and sampling 
some of the city’s excellent cuisine.

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience, and another visit is in the 
planning stages for next year.

On World Book Day, students 
and staff took part in fun and 
exciting activities to celebrate the 
importance of reading. There were 
book quizzes, ‘Drop Everything and 
Read’ sessions, as well as shared 
reading. 

Mrs Bowen, Head of English, said: 
“I was immensely proud of the way in 
which students demonstrated their 
passion for reading. Today, Woodkirk 
Academy has demonstrated that 
‘If You Read, You Will Succeed’. 
Reading is the key to success for our 
students, and excellent reading and 
comprehension skills will fully enable 
them to achieve in their school lives 
and in the outside world.”

Drop 
everything 
and read!
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TWO Key Stage 3 students 
have each been signed up 
by a Championship and a 
Premier League football 
team.

Christian, in Year 8, has 
been talent-spotted by 
Huddersfield Town, and 
has regularly played for 
the U13s. Harry, in Year 9, 
joined Manchester United’s 
Development Squad and 
was snapped up to play for 
the club. Harry said: “I am 
honoured to play for Man 
Utd and I hope to continue 
to develop as a player.” 
His favourite moment so 
far? “Lifting the trophy in 
Belgium, as Captain, after 
winning a tournament.” 

A SMALL group of students in Year 8 have achieved 
outstanding success in the field of sport:

Tobi Sanni now runs for South Leeds and is hoping to 
represent West Yorkshire in the 100m event in July.

Greg Robinson has signed up for a season with Oldham 
Football Club. He has also won several tennis titles and come 
first in the County Cup for Yorkshire. As well as beating the 
current British tennis champion, he also succeeded in winning 
all his matches. 

Meanwhile, Will Newton plays cricket as an opening 
batsman for West Yorkshire and Leeds schools. At the time 
of writing, he is awaiting results from the Heavy Woollen 
District Junior Cricket League trials, which took place in May. 

Thomas Clegg represents the City of Leeds Diving Club. 
He took part in the 2014 Diving National Skills final and was 
ranked eighth overall in the country for his category.

IN July, Yorkshire hosted the starting 
line for Le Tour de France, with Le Tour 
de Yorkshire finding its way to Woodkirk 
Academy. 

In a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
the Learning Resources Centre was 
converted into le Grand Départ, where 
teams of students were encouraged to 
race against the clock.

With 546 kilometres to race during 
the full Tour, which started in Leeds 

and finished in London, students had 
only three weeks to race the equivalent 
distance.

During the actual week of the Grand 
Départ, all departments delivered 
exciting aspects of Le Tour, which 
were relevant to their subject: in 
Construction, a brick bicycle mosaic was 
built, while in Music, students in Years 
7 and 8 learnt how to play the national 
theme tune for Le Tour. 

YEAR 13 students Melissa Lowther 
and Ben Hancock are cycling 
sensations. 

Melissa rides for the Matrix 
Vulpine team and recently competed 
in the Friends Life Women’s Tour – 
the highest ranking a women’s stage 
event race can achieve. Melissa said: 
“It was about 40km longer than any 
race I’ve ridden before, so it was a 
big step up for me. But I managed to 

stick with the main bunch to finish 
35th out of 100 riders.”

Ben, who is a member of  
the prestigious Calder Clarion Club, 
has won two races at  
the Velodrome in the Manchester 
Regional Track League, competing 
against his own year group and 
seniors. He also takes part in time-
trialling road races and hopes to ride 
for a professional team in the future.

A soccer 
success 
story

Woodkirk Academy
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Tel: 01138 873 600
Web: www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk

Produced by Words&Pictures Tel:01943 854800

SPORTS 
STARS

Cyclists race ahead
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