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COURSE HANDBOOK 
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Useful revision sites: 

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/z3kw2hv 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/ 

http://www.english-zone.com/reading/dolphins1.html 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/100-best-books/ 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/50-books-all-kids-should-read-before-theyre-12 

 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/oct/23/recommended-reads-children-13-plus 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_children%27s_classic_books 

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/gr8/Books-for-Boys.html 

 

https://bookzone.boyslife.org/100-books-for-boys/ 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/kids/best-books-for-8-to-12-year-olds-boys-girls-uk-to-

read-a7384691.html 
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The expectation of the new English curriculum at KS3 is that pupils should be able to speak and write 

fluently and improve their communication skills through reading and listening. 

READING:  

Reading at KS3 should be wide, varied and challenging, with pupils making critical comparisons across 

texts. Pupils are expected to read whole books, to read in depth and to read for pleasure and information. 

For the more advanced students, there should be the opportunities for increased breadth and depth in 

reading. 

Reading should cover a wide range of fiction and non-fiction, including in particular whole books, short 

stories, poems and plays with a wide coverage of genres, historical periods, forms and authors. 
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SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR KS3: 
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WRITING: 

 

SPEAKING: 
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Schemes of Learning in Year 7: 

 

1 - Use it or Lose it: Students spend the first week with us working on activities designed to recap and revise the 

advanced grammar skills they spent so long working on in primary school for their Y6 exams. This gives us a 

chance to get to know the students; understand what they are capable of; ensure they start the year feeling 

confident about what they are being asked to do and to ensure they make the most of the invaluable skills they 

have learnt. This is not formally assessed.  

 

2 – Speech: Students are taught the conventions of a speech and taught a number of persuasive language 

techniques that can be used to make their work more engaging. There is a focus on SPAG skills. 

 

3 – Poetry and Descriptive writing: This scheme focuses on reading, understanding, critically analysing poetry 

and writing about their ideas. By this point, the students have settled into the routine of the academy and are 

ready to start tackling increasingly sophisticated skills and concepts.  During this scheme, some time will be 

given over to descriptive writing, which will aid their understanding of the poems they will be studying.  

 

4 – Novel and Letter Writing: As a class, students will read a full novel and learn how to understand, analyse and 

write critically about their ideas. This year we are focusing on texts that could be considered part of the literary 

cannon in an effort to boost students’ cultural capital. The need for this has become increasingly clear in light of 

the unseen texts which have been part of the new GCSE paper. Alongside their study of the text, students will 

focus on letter writing skills and will be assessed on this overall.  

 

5 – Shakespeare and Review: Finally, students move onto the most challenged of the schemes. They will hone 

their critical analysis skills and ability to write in a sophisticated, academic manner about their ideas. Within this 

scheme, the conventions of a review will be taught and demonstrated in a manner that complements the text 

they are focusing on.  

 

 

 

Schemes of Learning in Year 8: 

 
1 - Use it or Lose it: Students spend the first week with us working on activities designed to recap and revise the 

advanced grammar skills they spent so long working on in primary school for their Y6 exams. It is our feeling that 

we must help the students to hold onto and revise this knowledge, as it is invaluable to their continued studies. 

This also gives students and teachers a chance to get to know one another. This is not formally assessed.  

 

2 – Narrative: Students are taught the conventions of narrative writing and taught a number of creative language 

techniques that can be used to make their work more engaging. There is a focus on SPAG skills. 

 

3 – Comparing Articles and article writing: This scheme focuses on reading, understanding, critically analysing 

articles and comparing the ideas in pairs of articles. During this scheme, some time will be given over to writing 

their own articles.  

 

4 – Novel and Letter Writing: As a class, students will read a full novel and learn how to understand, analyse and 

write critically about their ideas. This year we are focusing on texts that could be considered part of the literary 

canon in an effort to boost students’ cultural capital. The need for this has become increasingly clear in light of 

the unseen texts which have been part of the new GCSE paper. Alongside their study of the text, students will 

focus on letter writing skills and will be assessed on this overall.  

 

5 – Shakespeare and Speech: Finally, students move onto the most challenged of the schemes. They will hone 

their critical analysis skills and ability to write in a sophisticated, academic manner about their ideas. Within this 

scheme, the conventions of a speech will be taught and demonstrated in a manner that complements the text 

they are focusing on.  
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Assessment 

 

In Y7 and Y8, students will complete four formal assessments: one at the end of each Scheme of Learning. They 

will also be graded informally, in their exercise books on the secondary skills taught within each section of study. 

This allows us to closely monitor students’ progress across a range of skills. Assessments are completed in the 

classroom, in exam conditions. GCSE mark schemes are used to assess the students’ work. This is logical, as 

their target grades are also set in these terms. It allows students to see, right from Y7, the progress they are 

making towards their final GCSE outcome.  

 

Accelerated Reader 

 

The academy is fortunate enough to be able to offer the Accelerated Reader scheme to our students. Y7 and Y8s 

should all have an A5 booklet in which they complete their fortnightly AR homework and all work during their 

fortnightly AR lesson. It is essential that your child understands that although they must complete the AR 

homework before each lesson, this does not mean they will be penalised if they have not read. If your child is 

unclear about this, please ask them to discuss it with their teacher. Students are encouraged to read regularly.  

 

Homework 

 

As well as their AR homework, the English Department will set regular tasks to complete outside of class. Being 

able to produce extended pieces of writing is an essential skill and often something that needs a little extra time 

than we are able to dedicate in lessons. Teachers are encouraged to set meaningful homework that 

complements the work being done as a group. This can sometimes mean that the balance of homework is 

uneven across the weeks. We hope you appreciate that this is because we are endeavouring to make the tasks 

given as useful and productive as possible for your child. 

 

6th Form Buddies 

 

This year, we have begun a 6th Form Buddy scheme, in which a carefully selected group of Y12 and Y13 students 

are paired up with KS3 students who feel they would like some extra support outside of lessons, on a flexible 

basis. The 6th formers involved in the project have already proved themselves to be dedicated, responsible and 

professional individuals. During the second half of the year, we also run a 6th Form Readers scheme in which 

Y12/13 students read with selected KS3 students during form time.  
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