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Qualification title: Edexcel A level Geography (2016) 

Course code: 9GEO 
 

Click here to visit the Edexcel A level Geography website. You can 

download the course specification as well as find exam dates, past 

exam papers, mark schemes, examiner’s reports and much more! 
 

Overview of the Course 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Geography is a linear course. Students sit 

three exams (externally-assessed) at the end of Year 13 and one non-examination 

component (internally-assessed independent investigation). 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
http://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/
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Assessment objectives and weightings 
 

 

There are 3 assessment objectives (AOs) used throughout the 3 exams and independent 

investigation that require students to: 

 

 

The 3 assessment objectives (AOs) are weighted across the A level as follows: 
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Overview of Content 

Students study both physical and human topics throughout their A level Geography course. 
 

 Physical topics Human topics 
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Tectonic Processes and Change 
 Why are some locations more at risk 

from  tectonic hazards? 

 Why do some tectonic hazards develop 
into disasters? 

 How successful is the management of 
tectonic hazards and disasters? 

 
Coastal Landscapes 
 Why are coastal landscapes different and 

what processes cause these differences? 

 How do characteristic coastal landforms 
contribute to coastal landscapes? 

 How do coastal erosion and sea level 
change alter the physical characteristics 
of coastlines and increase risks? 

 How can coastlines be managed to meet 
the needs of all players? 

 

Globalisation 
 What are the causes of globalisation and 

why has it accelerated in recent decades? 

 What are the impacts of globalisation for 
countries, different groups of people and 
cultures and the physical environment? 

 What are the consequences of 
globalisation for global development and 
the physical environment and how should 
different players respond to its 
challenges? 

 
Regenerating Places 
 How and why do places vary? An in-

depth study of the local place in which 
you live/study and one contrasting place 

 Why might regeneration be needed? 

 How is regeneration managed? 

 How successful is regeneration? 
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Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 
 What are the processes operating within 

the hydrological cycle from global to local 
scale? 

 What factors influence the hydrological 
system over short- and long-term 
timescales? 

 How does water insecurity occur and why 
is it becoming such a global issue for the 
21st century? 

 
Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 
 How does the carbon cycle operate to 

maintain planetary health? 

 What are the consequences for people 
and the environment of our increasing 
demand for energy? 

 How are the carbon and water cycles 
linked to the global climate system?   

 
 

 

Superpowers 
 What are superpowers and how have 

they changed over time? 

 What are the impacts of superpowers on 
the global economy, political systems and 
the physical environment? 

 What spheres of influence are contested 
by superpowers and what are the 
implications of this? 

 
Migration, Identity & Sovereignty 
 What are the impacts of globalisation on 

international migration? 

 How are nation states defined and how 
have they evolved in a globalising world? 

 What are the impacts of global 
organisations on managing global issues 
and conflicts? 

 What are the threats to national 
sovereignty in a more globalised world? 
 

 

For more detailed information on the content covered in each unit please refer to the Edexcel 

A level Geography specification. Please click here to view the full specification on the Edexcel 

A level Geography website. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
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Overview of Skills 

A wide variety of skills are assessed throughout all 3 exams and the independent 

investigation. Students need to show a critical awareness of the appropriateness and 

limitations of different methods, skills and techniques. 

These include: 

 Cartographic 

 Graphical 

 Numerical 

 Statistical 

 qualitative & quantitative data 

 literacy 

 resource interpretation 

 fieldwork skills 
 

For more detailed information on the skills covered in each unit please refer to appendices 1 

and 2 in the Edexcel A level Geography specification. Please click here to view the full 

specification on the Edexcel A level Geography website. 

 

Fieldwork                                       

Students must complete a minimum of four days of fieldwork. 

Students will visit Scarborough, North Yorkshire on a compulsory fieldtrip. The purpose of 
this trip is to practice collecting qualitative and quantitative data in preparation for their 
independent investigations, which will be worth 20% of the full A level qualification. 
Students will also be given the opportunity to see the theory learnt in the coastal 
environments and regeneration topics in the real world. This will help the students’ 
understanding of these topics.  

There will be a further fieldwork trip towards the end of year 12. This is so students can 
collect fieldwork data for their independent investigation. They will need to write a 3000-
4000 word report on their findings from their fieldwork investigation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
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Teaching, homework and independent study/research 
 

One of the key differences between GCSE and A level is that students are expected to do a 

lot more work…by themselves!!!   
 

Students will need to be much more independent in their learning and much less reliant 

on teachers.  This is especially true in subjects like geography which require a lot of 

reading, researching and writing.  It is not possible to achieve a good grade by sitting back 

and waiting for the teacher to tell students what to read, write or think. 

 

Formal geography lessons will provide the basic content and knowledge for the course. For 
each geography lesson students are expected to bring the following equipment: 

 Stationery & lined paper 

 Ring binder/folder with notes and handouts from previous lessons 

 Homework/homework booklets 

 
Each week students will be set homework by both of their geography teachers and it is 
expected that this is completed to a high standard and handed in on time. 
 
In addition to this, for each lesson, students will also be expected to complete a further 
hour of independent study in their own time. This will usually involve extra reading and 
independent research to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the content covered 
in class and help them to add the level of detail expected in exam answers. To show 
evidence of this, teachers will ask to see additional detailed notes that students have made 
in relation to the lesson content, including completion of the wider reading sheet 
distributed in lesson.  
 

Below are some strategies to help students become more independent in their learning: 

 Ensure good attendance and punctuality to lessons 

 Get involved in class discussion - ask questions as well as answer them.  By getting 

involved students will quickly develop their knowledge and understanding of the 

subject 

 Make notes as we go over key points about a topic or issue.  Keep notes brief and 

use a red pen if correcting or adding to notes/answers.  

 Keep notes organised – make sure they are filed in the correct folder for each 

teacher/topic 

 Do not leave homework until the last minute - plan ahead and hand in on time! 

 Conduct additional reading and independent research to develop knowledge and 

understanding 

 Frequently read back through notes to revisit and review previous learning 

 Make good use of independent study time both in and out of school. 

 

The geography department expects all A level students to meet these expectations. Any 

failure to complete homework, independent study or bring the necessary equipment will 

result in sanctions being issued. Students may be required to stay after school within the 

department to complete any outstanding or sub-standard work in line with Academy policy.  
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Importance of additional reading 

Students are expected to read A LOT for this course! 
 

Reading: 
• gives a broad and deep knowledge and understanding of the content being studied  
• helps students link theory to examples in the real world 

• establishes links between the various topics and units 

• helps develop an enjoyment of the subject 
 
You cannot be successful at A level geography if you do not read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategies for reading effectively. 

• Reading should have a purpose. Be clear about what it is you want to find out. 

• Read titles and headings, study any pictures and diagrams first. This will help you get an 

overview. 

• Continue by skimming through the text. This means running your eyes along the text to 

get the gist of the hand out or chapter you are reading. Using a pencil/fingertip to point 

at every fifth word or running your finger down the centre of each page works as your 

peripheral vision picks up the rest of the words to give you a rough idea of what you are 

reading.  

• Never sit down and attempt to read a whole geography book/journal or very big chapter 

all in one go.  You will give up quite quickly. 

• Once you have done this you can then start focussing on the information you need as 

you will know exactly where it is. This is scanning and you can use a highlighter to pick 

out the specific information you need. If it is in a book you can use small markers to 

indicate where the information is. 

• Use a dictionary to ensure that you understand what you are reading.  You are going to 

come across a lot of words you have never seen before and it is up to you to find their 

meaning. 
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Exam preparation 
 

Use effective revision strategies for exam preparation. Start by using the exam specification 

to identify areas of strength and weakness in knowledge and understanding for each unit 

and topic. Use this to plan a revision timetable that makes sure the weaker areas are tackled 

effectively. Some simple and effective revision strategies include: 

 Mind maps/diagrams to show key areas of each topic/unit and links between them 

 Flow charts to show processes and concepts 

 Tables or venn diagrams to show similarities and differences between topic areas 

 Case study factfiles to summarise key information for each case study investigated 
 

Answering past exam questions is a great way to assess how effectively revision is working 

as well as improving exam technique! Make sure all questions in homework booklets are 

completed and marked. Also, have a go at some past papers/questions and hand them into 

individual geography teachers for marking! Ask individual teachers for these – or 

alternatively download question papers and mark schemes from the Edexcel A level 

Geography website. Click here to visit the Edexcel A level Geography website. 

 

Useful resources: 

Hodder Education, Pearson and Oxford Press have all published textbooks for the new 
geography A level course. Students will have access to each of these books in school, but if 
students wish to purchase their own copies of the textbooks this can be done through each 
of the publisher’s websites. Please ask students to speak to their geography teacher for 
further details. 

 

 Year 12 core textbooks 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

 Year 13 core textbooks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hodder Education 

ISBN 978-1-4718-5654-9 

 Pearson 

ISBN 978-1-292-13962-3 

 Oxford 

ISBN 978-0-19-836645-4 

Hodder Education 

ISBN 978-1-4718-5653-2 

 Oxford 

ISBN 978-0-19-836648-5 

 Pearson 

ISBN 978-1-292-13965-4 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
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The following revision guide is also recommended to support students in structuring their 
revision and improving exam technique: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a wide range of useful articles to support students with their additional reading. 
These can be found in the online library section in the geography folder on pupilshare. 

 

We also encourage students to read newspapers and educational websites to help expand 
their general knowledge and deepen their understanding of the topical issues we study as 
part of the course. Some examples of useful websites are listed below. 

 

Useful websites/resources: 

www.bbc.co.uk/news   Geography Review journal 
www.nationalgeographic.com GeoFact Sheets 
www.theguardian.com/uk   Online library on pupilshare 
www.independent.co.uk   
 

The Edexcel A level Geography 

website has some useful course 

information – specification, course 

content, specimen papers, mark 

schemes, examiner’s reports, exam 

dates and much more! 
 

Click here to visit the Edexcel A 

level Geography website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hodder Education 

ISBN 978-1-4718-8674-4 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.theguardian.com/uk
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
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How parents can help 

 Purchasing revision guides (they make fantastic birthday and Christmas presents!) 

 Supporting revision in the run up to exams 

 Check student understanding against the specification, which can be downloaded 

from the Edexcel A level Geography website (students are also given copies of this 

for each unit and topic) 

 Encouraging completion of practice past exam papers and checking answers either 

by using Edexcel mark schemes or handing into geography teachers for marking 

 

 

Support available in the geography department 

 After school support sessions are provided at specific intervals throughout the year 

(usually Wednesdays 3-4pm). For more information speak to individual geography 

teachers – alternative evenings may also be arranged 

 ‘Drop-in’ sessions after school to support students completing their independent 

investigation 

 Students are encouraged to be pro-active and seek help and support from their 

individual geography teachers as and when needed 

 

 

Geography department contact details 

For further information please contact: 

Mr A Richards (Head of Geography) richards.a@woodkirkacademy.com 

Mrs H Clarke (KS5 Co-ordinator) clarke.h@woodkirkacademy.com 

Miss G Wells wells.g@woodkirkacademy.com 

Mr P Stevenson stevenson.p@woodkirkacademy.com 

Mr A Lenski lenski.a@woodkirkacademy.com 

Mr B Hobson hobson.b@woodkirkacademy.com 
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