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1 June 2020 
Extending Provision/Re-opening of Schools 
 
Dear Parent 
 
We hope that this letter finds you safe and well. 
 
During this time of extended school closure, communication to parents and the wider community 
has been via individual Academies within Leodis Academies Trust.  As we now look to re-open the 
Academies in line with government guidelines, we felt it was important to write to parents across 
all five schools to explain the approach we have taken. 
 
Leodis Academies Trust serves the community of Tingley and Ardsley educating 3,600 children at 
four Primary Academies – Blackgates, East Ardsley, Hill Top and Westerton – as well as at one 
Secondary Academy – Woodkirk.  Since the announcement to close schools, each Academy has 
remained open to the most vulnerable and small numbers of keyworker children.   In addition, each 
Academy has provided remote/online learning packages to meet the needs of individual cohorts 
of pupils/students. 
 
You will be aware that Primary Schools have been guided to offer an extension of provision from 
1 June for nursery, reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils and to continue providing support for 
keyworker/vulnerable pupils as in the previous 10 weeks.  They have also been asked to continue 
to provide remote/online learning for those unable to attend and for other year groups.   
 
We are sure you understand that school leaders have a number of issues to address in order to 
extend provision within their school.  This includes how many staff are available to work due to 
their own health or dependent needs, how many and the size of rooms the school has as well as 
the layout of the building to allow for social distancing, what travel arrangements are and the 
numbers of vulnerable and critical worker children already in school.  Each Academy has also 
taken account of  the responses that parents of pupils in eligible year groups have given as to 
whether they wish their child to return to school or not.   
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This range of factors is different for each Leodis Academy and as such, we have asked each 
Principal to make decisions on what their individual Academy can offer whilst keeping your child 
as safe as possible.   This means that each plan is different and whilst this may be frustrating to 
some parents we know you will be respectful of the decision made by each Principal.  They have 
undertaken full risk assessments as to what is possible and issued guidance to staff, parents and 
pupils returning to the Academy.  Their decision has been made with the safety of all children and 
staff at its heart. 
 
The government announced plans for secondary schools to offer some face-to-face support for 
Years 10 and 12 students who are due to take key exams next year and added more detail to this 
on 24 May.  This provision is not expected to start until w/c 15 June at the earliest and would see 
no more than a quarter of Years 10 and 12 students on site at any time whilst maintaining provision 
for keyworker and vulnerable students as before.  Woodkirk Academy will follow the same rigorous 
process in risk assessing for additional students and staff being on site and will be contacting 
parents of students in the relevant year groups over the next week to seek their views on their 
child’s return to school.  The plan will be bespoke to Woodkirk and different to other secondary 
schools across Leeds as we all adopt an approach that places safety first for all. 
 
The Trust Board and Local Governing/Advisory Boards have been informed of the detailed plan 
for each Academy and their risk assessment and has approved the wider opening of each from 1 

June.  The plan for each Academy will be closely monitored with regular review of the risk 
assessment and amended according to both the local and national picture as required.  
 
There have been many lovely messages to each of the Leodis Academies over the last few weeks 
which have been welcomed.  We would like to add our sincere thanks to the Principals and senior 
leaders who have worked tirelessly to ensure that we are in a position to welcome back some 
pupils and students this half term.  We thank also all of the staff across the Trust for their 
tremendous efforts to support young people and their families.  We would like to acknowledge the 
hard work of our pupils and students who have engaged well with a new approach to learning and 
parents for your ongoing support of your child’s education has been appreciated by us all. 
 
We understand that you may have further questions and would ask that you contact your child’s 
school as outlined in their communications to you as they are best placed to be able to answer 
you. 
 
We hope this letter has clearly outlined the position of the Trust and we all look forward to 
welcoming some pupils and students back to our Academies over the next few weeks.  Our best 
wishes go to you all. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

    
 

Mrs J Barton    Mr N O’Donovan 
CEO Principal    Chair of Trustees 


