
 
 
 
12 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
A final, short, letter for this most unusual of half terms.  I am sure that you would agree the 
students, teachers and staff have done a marvellous job in quickly adapting to limited 
attendance on site, remote learning and all of the challenges this brings.  Thank you for 
supporting this.  We know many of you have been working from home and understand how 
difficult this can be, particularly when devices, space and peace and quiet are at a 
premium.  Working in collaboration we have managed to ensure that our students, your sons 
and daughters, have followed the best curriculum possible under the circumstances.  They 
have maintained focus and shown great resilience right to the end.  As an indication of this it 
has been wonderful to see, in a typical week, somewhere in the region of 5000 merits being 
awarded.  Perhaps more pleasing is that these have been awarded to approximately 1500 
different students.  It has been great to see such a large proportion of our cohort fully engaging 
in the work and being recognised for this.    
 
One of the obvious challenges faced by students is the amount of screen time they have had 
each day.  The timings of the school day were amended to allow students to have more 
frequent and slightly longer breaks throughout the day.  The response from students, teachers 
and parents to this change has been overwhelmingly positive.  The week ahead offers a 
chance to disconnect from digital devices for much longer.  Some students, perhaps more so 
in the examination years, will have homework to complete.  Some of this will, no doubt, require 
access to a computer or tablet.  However, where possible, we would encourage all students 
to limit their screen time to the minimum possible and ask parents to reinforce this message.   
 
We await the government announcement, due on 22 February about the weeks and months 
ahead, and what this will mean for a return to on-site education for the majority of 
students.  We will, of course, keep you updated as soon as we have any plans to share.  It is 
certainly the case that the staff at Woodkirk Academy are very much looking forward to a time 
when we can see all our students again.   
 
In preparation for next half term, a few reminders that may be useful: 
 
 We know that some families may find themselves becoming eligible for Free School Meals 

due to changes in circumstances. Please email Mrs J Hudson at 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school on 0113 887 3600 should you 
need this support.  

 In addition, other hardship support may also be available. Please contact Mrs Standage 
at standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com if you require this support. 
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 If any student requires period products they can contact Miss Broadbent at 
broadbent.l@woodkirkacademy.com   

 Please continue to use the email address safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com for any 
safeguarding concerns.  

 
We hope that you and your family are able to enjoy a restful week ahead and offer our best 
wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
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