
 
 
 
 
 
5 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
We hope that this letter finds you well. 
 
This week has seen teachers having the opportunity to speak to parents as part of the Year 8 
Parents’ Evening.  We hope that parents found the meetings useful in supporting their son / 
daughter with their continued progress and in understanding a little more about the options 
available to students as they begin Year 9.  The feedback received about the system we use 
for these remote meetings has been overwhelmingly positive; we hope this reflects your 
experience too.  If you would like to offer some feedback then please sign into your account 
and follow the links.  The next parents’ evening is that for Year 13.  This will operate in the 
same way as per Year 8 and parents will be able to make appointments for the 23, 24 and 25 
February.  Further details will be shared directly with the parents of students in Year 13. 
 
Attendance and engagement in remote lessons remains good.  Thank you for your support 
with this.  We have added a function into OPT that will help you to monitor your son / 
daughter’s attendance and engagement with their remote learning.  This allows you to see a 
record of all of the sessions they have attended; indicates if their engagement in the lessons 
has not been as expected; and, importantly, identifies where their hard work is being 
recognised through the award of merits.  There is a short video on the school website 
explaining the new feature and how it can be accessed (click here).  Alternatively, you can log 
straight into your OPT account and view the report.  Please note that this is not official 
attendance data but is being made available to you so you can congratulate your son / 
daughter for their efforts and encourage their full attendance at, and participation in, all 
lessons.  As in previous weeks, a full list of students with merits can be found in this week’s 
e-newsletter as well as this week’s prize winners.  Year Tutors and other staff will continue to 
make contact with parents and they have enjoyed catching up with the students too.  If you 
have queries about the information you find in the reports please raise this when you are 
contacted.  Further, please do let us know if you would appreciate any additional support that 
will help your son / daughter in their remote learning.   
 
Updated guidance for schools has been received and we would ask parents to note the 
following amendments: 
 

 Students and staff should not come into school if they have COVID-19 symptoms or live 
in a household with someone who does. 

 
 

Continued … 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodkirkacademy.co.uk%2Fparents%2Fopt-reporting-system&data=04%7C01%7Cbarton.j%40woodkirkacademy.com%7Cf110929f6d04481229c108d8c90b79e3%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637480398405733474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BaC%2FoVvSKdua0mzdKCGiZROKD4eGMyJFHuRGuhGz2i8%3D&reserved=0


 

 The definition of a close contact has changed slightly. It is now anyone who lives in the 
same household as someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 or is displaying 
symptoms; anyone who has face-to-face contact within one metre of someone who has 
tested positive; anyone who has been within one metre for one minute or longer with 
someone who has tested positive; or anyone who has travelled in the same vehicle as 
someone with COVID-19. 

 

 Close contact is also defined as being within 2 metres of someone who has tested positive 
for more than 15 minutes.  The 15 minutes could be consecutive or totalling this amount 
of time in a day. 

 

 The period of self-isolation for positive cases and close contacts has also been updated.  
Close contacts should self-isolate for 10 full days after the last day of contact; people who 
test positive should self-isolate for 10 full days after the onset of symptoms or longer if 
symptoms other than a cough and loss of taste and smell persist; and asymptomatic 
people who test positive should self-isolate for 10 full days after the day of the test. 

 
The weather forecast for next week is currently mixed, with snow expected over the weekend 
and at the start of the week.  If the forecast is correct, it is possible that the school site may 
need to close on Monday.  We will monitor this closely and provide more details in due course 
via the school website. 
 
Please also note that Friday 12 February is a staff training day.  Students currently attending 
onsite provision will not attend school, and no live lessons or work will be set that day.  
Students may use this as an opportunity to catch up work and to access BBC Bitesize or the 
Oak National Academy if they wish to prior to the half term break. 
 
It seems fitting to end this week’s letter with a quote from Captain Sir Tom Moore, who sadly 
passed away this week.  His positivity and resilience are an example to us all and we know 
that students have spoken fondly about him and his achievements: 
 
“We will get through it in the end but it might take time, at the end of the day we shall all be 
okay again…the sun will shine on you again and the clouds will go away.” 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 

 

 

 

 


