
 

 
10 July 2020 

 
 

Dear Parents and Students 

I hope you are well. 

We have completed our initial planning stage for the full re-opening of school in September 

and are very much looking forward to welcoming back all students.  More details will be 

shared with you next week and we will ask you to complete a short survey to help us 

finalise the plans.  A text will be sent to indicate when this is available. 

We want to make re-opening as safe as possible.  We have adopted the following principles 

as a guide for our decisions: 

1. Following the published System of Controls points 1-4: 
 
Prevention: 

 

 Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who 
does, do not attend school.  

 Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual.  

 Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.  

 Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, 
using standard products such as detergents and bleach.  

  
2. Ensuring the students can follow a broad and balanced curriculum that resembles as 

closely as possible, the curriculum they would normally experience.  
  

3. Following the published System of Control point 5:  
  

Prevention:  
  

 Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever 
possible  
 

I am sure that you appreciate, offering a broad and balanced curriculum to all students, whilst 

minimising contact between different groups of students, is a significant challenge for 

Woodkirk.  As such, we need to organise the school day slightly differently. 

We have placed students in Year group bubbles and have structured the day to allow for each 

Year group to be taught and socialise separately.  Each Year group will have a separate break 

(15 minutes) and lunchtime (25 minutes) and we are looking at what our catering offer can 

be; we will share that with you next week. 

          Continued … 



To allow this to happen, we will be moving to a three lesson per day model with Lesson 1 

being between 2 hours 20 minutes and 2 hours 30 minutes long.  A 15 minute break will 

be built into this period.  Lesson 2 will be 2 hours 20 minutes long, with a 25 minute lunch 

built in; and Lesson 3 will have a duration of between 1 hour and 1 hour 20 minutes 

depending on Year group.  Form time will be modified and will still form part of our offer, 

especially for new Year 7 students as part of transition.  This will feel very different for 

both students and staff but does minimise movement around school and allows for all 

subjects to be taught. 

Movement around school will be the only time that Year group bubbles will come into 

contact with each other.  Students will follow a one way system around school.  Years 7 

and 8 students will have a classroom base for a number of subjects, thus minimising 

movement further. 

We have been asked to look at staggering start and end times for school to avoid 

overloading the transport system and avoid congestion.  We will do this by bringing each 

year group in individually between 8.50 and 9.20am, with leaving again staggered from 

3.00 to 3.20pm.  This will allow for Year group bubbles to remain separate.  Please note 

that there will be no facility for students to arrive on site prior to 8.40am and we would 

request that staggered times be observed. 

Friday finish times will be staggered from 2pm to 2.20pm for Years 7 to 10, and 3pm to 

3.20pm for Year 11 and Sixth Form. 

We still await confirmation from the West Yorkshire Combined Authority for transport with 

regard to bus services to school and whether they will be dedicated school buses or 

regular service buses.  This will affect the number of students that can be carried.  We will 

respond to this once known. 

We appreciate that this means that students may need to find alternative ways to come to 

school and we would encourage them to walk or cycle where possible.  We also know that 

some parents will want to transport their children by car and staggered times may make 

this difficult where there are siblings.  Gathering information from parents about this will 

be part of the survey next week and will allow us to address this. 

In order to explain to students the logistics and expectations of the new school day, we 

will phase the return to school in September.  The detail of this will be shared next week.  

All students and staff will have a full induction into our new ways of working and have an 

opportunity to ask questions once we return to school.  We will endeavour to provide as 

much reassurance as possible prior to the break and will update you over the summer 

should there be any required changes.  Please do talk to your son or daughter about this 

and raise any questions via the survey, which we will collate and respond to accordingly. 

Sadly, we will not be able to hold Results Days as we have in the past.  Years 11 and 13 

students were told about this last week.  Next week they will receive their appointment 

times for when they should come to school on their Results Day.  It will not be possible to 

allow parents to accompany them into the building.  If parents do come to site, we kindly 

request that they stay well away from the school buildings, maintaining 2 metres physical 

distancing from others and remain in their car if they have driven to site. 

As we enter the final week of the House competition, please do keep working hard to earn 

those points.  As it stands, the top of the leader board could not be tighter with a single 

point separating the two leading Houses.  The House points, praise list and the names of 

the winners of the £20 Amazon vouchers can be found by clicking here. 
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Finally, I know that many of you have enjoyed the Virtual Summer concert put together by 

our Music & Performing Arts Department.  I am sure you will join me in congratulating all 

who took part.  It was lovely to see our talented students excel in this way and thank you 

to the staff who made this happen.  If you would like to see the concert please click here. 

Next week will be the final newsletter of the academic year and will be a reflection upon 

the whole year to a time before COVID-19.  There have been many successes during 

2019/20, none more than the absolute resilience of our community during these last few 

months.  Thank you for all you are doing to support the Academy and please take care. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs J Barton 
Principal 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJNAQUdX5QSa8xeF6bufAxQ?view_as=subscriber

