
 
 
 

26 June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well. 
 

I am starting this newsletter with some wonderful news.  You may remember from last 
week that some of our Year 12 Performing Arts students had entered the BTEC Awards 
Showstopper Challenge 2020 with a performance of 'You will be found' from the musical 
'Dear Evan Hansen'.  Their entry was chosen as one of four from across the world to be 
performed at the 10th annual BTEC Awards 2020 live stream on Thursday 25 June.  I am 
delighted to inform you that it was selected as the winning entry.  Congratulations to 
Charlottew, Ellen, Eliza, Holly, Isabel and Sophie.  This is a fantastic, prestigious 
achievement and we are all very proud.  Thank you also to all of you who voted for them.  
Please click here to watch their winning performance. 
 

This week has seen the start of onsite lessons for our Year 10 students as well as the 
continuation of Year 12 provision.  I would like to thank all students for their mature and 
responsible conduct since returning to the Academy.  I would also like to thank the staff 
for their efforts.  As you know, next week we are focusing on Years 7 to 9 with form tutor 
contact. 
 

Form Tutors will ring rather than email students in their form group, to have a 10-15 minute 
conversation with each of them.  Form Tutors will discuss a few different things with your 
son/daughter, including how they are feeling, how they are coping with the work that has 
been set and whether they have any questions of their own.  We intend that by speaking 
to a familiar member of staff it will help to maintain motivation and engagement with school 
and school work.  It will also enable any additional support to be identified and will ensure 
that concerns can be allayed.  In line with the government’s most recent update regarding 
students’ return to secondary schools, following this conversation we will look to offer 
some students an on-site meeting with a member of staff before the end of this term. 
 

You will have received an email with questions (also on our website here) for your 
son/daughter to consider before the phone call.  We would appreciate your support in 
helping your son/daughter with this task, so the discussion can be as useful as possible.  
 
To allow this to happen alongside our Years 10 and 12 provision, we will not be setting 
any new subject work next week for Years 7 to 9.  Work will continue to be set for Years 
10 and 12.  Instead, this is an opportunity for younger students to consolidate their learning 
through the Retrieval Practice booklet (click here) and generic revision guides (Years 7 
and 8, click here.  Year 9, click here) provided on our website as well as catching up on 
any work they have not competed and undertaking other activities detailed below. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ffP0al4Q9o
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Form_Tutor_questions_for_students-1593113128.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Retrieval_Practice_-_home_learning_document_for_students_FINAL-1592557964.pdf
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/students/revision-guides-key-stage-3
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/students/revision-guides-key-stages-4-%26-5


Form Tutor Activity Follow Up 
 
As part of the Form Tutor activities from September 2019, all students will have had the 
opportunity to work on specific skills that are very important for life.  These skills are not 
measured in terms of qualifications; nevertheless, they can be improved over time. Such 
personal development is very important to us at Woodkirk. 
 
Students are asked to consider their Leadership, Communication and Initiative skills and 
also to reflect on their Health through resources called ‘Spine Mats’.  These mats will 
enable our students to reflect on themselves and even recognise these skills in others.  It 
would be useful if these are discussed with an adult at home.  This discussion is especially 
important where your son/daughter has to make an honest appraisal of their current level 
in each area. 
 
Picture News  
 
Included in the activities are two aspects related to the news.  Not only do these help to 
create thought and discussion at home, but they also reference British Values which are 
also very important.  One extract looks at routines and how we all may benefit from 
creating and maintaining structure once lockdown has fully ended.  The other extract looks 
at the tensions around re-opening zoos and asks some crucial questions regarding moral 
and ethical judgements. 
 
Careers 
 
Students can engage in a variety of activities to enhance their understanding of the world 
of work.  We have set up a Unifrog account for all students in Years 7 to 9. Students have 
received details of this via their school email.  If they cannot see an email please ask them 
to check their junk mail. Should they not receive an email then please ask them to visit 
www.unifrog.org/sign-in and click on 'Forgotten your password'. A reset password will then 
be emailed to them. Students can contact Mrs Morris at morris.p@woodkirkacademy.com  
should they have any queries. If you do not have any IT access and require a paper copy 
of the careers resources, please email woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com . 
 
All resources can be found in the usual year group folders on Pupilshare, in the sub-folder 
‘WC 29 June’. 
 
It has been lovely to see the weekly praise list and House competition.  I have also been 
made aware of some additional individual successes.  Mischa in Year 7 has been 
shortlisted to the final 10 for her entry into the Welcome Back Project.  Her entry and those 
of the other finalists can be seen at https://www.thewelcomebackproject.com/shortlist  
Well done Mischa!   
 
We also have two students from the Year 9 Textiles group, Emma and Phaedra, who have 
made the final of the Burberry Design Challenge.  Good luck to you both!  If you wish to 
see more examples of work from students in the Design Technology department please 
visit their Twitter account @woodkirk_DT.   
 
I am aware that our students are doing some amazing things during this time away from 
school and I hope these are shared with form tutors in conversation next week so we can 
celebrate their successes too.  Please encourage your son/daughter to do this. 
 

mailto:morris.p@woodkirkacademy.com
mailto:woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thewelcomebackproject.com%2Fshortlist&data=02%7C01%7Cbarton.j%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C6e936275b83c406ba0f608d818dc110f%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637286680753597760&sdata=kz6qfGjbv45GG3QqMafFgSVdAztvUUvFvxy6TKyj9jQ%3D&reserved=0


Finally, we have seen a proposed easing of restrictions from 4 July and we are expecting 
to hear more later next week about schools in September.  We will, of course, continue to 
keep you informed of our plans to meet these requirements and will update you next week 
accordingly.  In the meantime, I hope you all remain safe and please take care. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
J Barton  
Principal 
 
 
 


