
 
 
 
October 2020 
 
 
Dear Year 6 Parent 
 
I know that you will be sad not to visit us this year as part of choosing which secondary school 
you wish your child to attend for the next five, or in our case, as we have the only school based 
Sixth Form in Morley, up to seven years.  This is the most important decision you have had to 
make so far with regard to your child’s education and future.    In this letter, I will share with 
you some of the reasons that choice should be Woodkirk Academy. 
 
Schools have a lot in common but each one has a very distinct ethos or feeling.  At Woodkirk, 
we are committed to our moral purpose of ‘Shaping Young Lives’.  This means that every day, 
every action and every decision comes back to this. 

This is at our CORE.  Students are at the centre of this Community, that we want them to gain 
the very best Outcomes academically, socially and emotionally from their time at Woodkirk.  
We believe that Relationships are key to this happening and that as a result, students have a 
first class Experience and education gaining the skills required for adult life.  By selecting 
Woodkirk as your first choice for your child’s secondary education, you are joining us in this 
mission to allow our students to be the very best they can be. 

We have a broad and balanced curriculum with a wide range of subjects and opportunities 
available to all our students.  The intention of our curriculum, which informs everything that we 
do, is Shaping Young Lives by empowering our students to be the best they can be in all 
aspects of their lives as 21st Century global citizens, including the impact they make on 
society.  The curriculum at Woodkirk Academy aims to ensure that all students have the 
necessary knowledge and character to realise this. 

Subjects develop ambition and equality, cultural capital, and inspire young people to be 
engaged and motivated learners.  The curriculum promotes collaboration and recognises the 
importance of students’ contribution to local, national and global communities. 

Whilst we currently face some challenges, one of the things that sets Woodkirk apart from 
other secondary schools is our extensive extra-curricular offer.  On a weekly basis there are 
numerous after-school opportunities on offer catering for the varied interests of our students.  
All of Year 9 are encouraged to undertake the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, which we 
value very highly with the largest school uptake in Leeds.  We also offer the Silver Award in 
Year 10 and Gold Award in the Sixth Form.  The Music and Performing Arts departments make 
a huge contribution to our extra-curricular experience and our annual production is renowned 
for its excellence and professionalism.  Sporting endeavour is highly prized with much 
investment having been made into facilities such as the 3G and grass pitches. 

Alongside all of this, the Academy offers a wide variety of trips and visits throughout the year 
including excursions abroad, residentials in this country and day trips to enhance the 



curriculum.  Many children get to experience so many things and I hope you enjoy looking at 
our photo montage of these CLICK HERE - BEYOND THE CLASSROOM  

Parents are often interested in the academic results that students get from their time at school.  
You will be aware of what happened this summer nationally.  For Woodkirk students they 
continued the success enjoyed over many years.   

At Key Stage 4 (GCSE) the pass rate is always considerably above the national figure and is 
consistently one of the highest in Leeds.  At Key Stage 5 (A Level) students also perform well 
year on year with a near 100% pass rate as well as more than 50% of the grades achieved 
being A*-B or equivalent.  This allows the vast majority to go on to their first choice of 
University, training or employment.  

We are very proud of the results gained over many years. These are down to the hard work 
of students and staff, and supported by our parents. 

There are opportunities for students to develop their leadership skills throughout school: the 
student council, sports leaders, the sixth from senior council and subject ambassadors as well 
as the various extra-curricular clubs and activities all provide valuable experience. 

As parents you may well read Ofsted reports as part of your research about a school.  Whilst 
Woodkirk’s is now a number of years old, our performance remains strong.  We are proud to 
be recognised as a school in which students feel safe and confident, in which attendance is 
well above the national average and in which a strong culture of safeguarding runs through all 
that we do.  Students at Woodkirk Academy are looked after extremely well and it is a key aim 
of the school to ensure their time with us is safe and happy.  As a school, we balance academic 
rigour with student well-being, secure in the knowledge that without the latter the excellence 
we expect from and for our students cannot be achieved.   

The conduct and manners of students around school and in lessons has also been singled 
out for praise.  This is due to having the same high standards and expectations for attitude 
and behaviour as we have for results; we have well established systems that allow students 
to flourish and be rewarded for their endeavours. 

Another reason that might help you to make your secondary school choice is the views of 
other parents with a child already here.  We receive lots of positive comments from parents, 
especially around transition from Year 6 to 7.  Parents have fed back to us comments such 
as: 

“Friendly and welcoming school, my daughter has settled in very well.” 

“Transition handled very well.  The teachers are enthusiastic and approachable, and the other 
children are helpful.” 

“Confidence has grown considerably and he is enjoying the new challenges.” 

“My daughter can’t wait to get up and go to school.” 

“He is absolutely loving high school and thinks his teachers are awesome.  We were 
unnecessarily worried about the transition as he’s never been happier.” 

When you choose and gain a place for your son or daughter at Woodkirk, we value the 
partnership created and seek to build on this quickly to allow your child to gain the most from 
their time with us. 



Those of you who have previously visited Woodkirk over the years will have seen significant 
changes in our buildings and facilities.  Whilst we may not be a new build school, we have 
excellent facilities.  We have refurbished much of the school to improve the resources and 
learning environment for students and staff.  This includes: 

• Red block which houses Design Technology, Business Studies and our Sixth Form centre,  
• A state of the art 3G sports facility and recently improved grass pitches. 
• Replacement windows and new roofs across a number of teaching blocks. 
• Efficient lighting in classrooms and corridors.   
• Theatre equivalent lighting, sound and staging in the Main Hall.   
• A rolling programme of new science laboratories. 

We have been able to do this by attracting significant funding directly from the government 
meaning that we have been able to use our annual budget to keep a broad and balanced 
curriculum at a time when other schools have had to narrow these choices.  We have retained 
the Arts, Sport and a wide number of practical options.  This is very important to us and 
represents a fundamental aspect of the curriculum offer: we want students to experience the 
full range of subjects using specialist resources and facilities so that their journey through 
school is diverse and stimulating.  By offering this right from the start of Year 7, students realise 
talents of which they were previously unaware; learn fundamental skills and practices; and 
develop new passions and future aspirations.  They are able to take these through to their 
qualification years and pursue careers that are exciting, motivating and rewarding.  This is 
something that I know all parents want for their child and is something that Woodkirk supports.  

When I talk about the learning environment, there is something far more important than bricks 
and mortar and that is people.  We are blessed with an amazing staff at Woodkirk. We have 
a very high retention rate meaning staff stay here, some for their whole careers and, just as 
we care about students’ well-being, we care also about staff well-being.  In turn, the staff are 
extremely knowledgeable, experienced and give so much extra.  They really are committed to 
Shaping Young Lives. 

You may have already found your reason for making Woodkirk Academy your number one 
choice of secondary school for your son or daughter.  I have, however, saved what I believe 
to be the number one reason until last: our students.  They are our greatest ambassadors and 
the resilience they have shown during the last few months has only gone to prove this further.  
I do hope that you will allow your son or daughter to join such a fantastic team of young people. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and I hope that it has been useful to you in 
making your decision.   

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Barton 
Principal 


