
 
 
 

11 December 2020 

 
 

Dear Parent 

 

We have again enjoyed a relatively settled week with only a small number of positive cases 

and consequently fewer students needing to self-isolate.  Thank you to students and parents 

for their understanding; I appreciate fully how frustrating an instruction to self-isolate must be, 

particularly for those who have been asked to do so more than once.  We can only hope, and 

remain confident, that the rollout of vaccinations will mean we will at some point not have to 

continue like this. 

 

Illness Next Week 

 

I must remind parents once more of the responsibility each of us has in supporting the health 

and well-being of all members of the school and wider community.  On a few occasions we 

have learned that students have attended school after having displayed symptoms.  Although 

this is rare it simply must not happen; if there is any possibility that symptoms are those 

of COVID-19, or that they might develop as such, the individual and all members of the 

household must self-isolate immediately and arrange a test for the symptomatic 

person.   

 

As we move into the final week of the term we would ask that nobody takes any 

chances; if your son / daughter is unwell, with known COVID-19 symptoms or any other 

type of illness, please do not send them to school.    

 

Government advice after a positive test 

 

The government have offered some guidance about returning to a normal routine for people 

who have tested positive.  The information is below.  Please note the expectation that a further 

test should not be taken if there are no new symptoms.  Failure to follow this guidance may 

result in the unnecessary prolonging of one’s own self-isolation and the instruction to others 

to self-isolate.   

 

Returning to your normal routine: 

 

You can return to your normal routine and stop self-isolating after 10 days if your symptoms 

have gone or if you continue to have just a cough or anosmia (loss of sense of smell). This is 

because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone.  If you 

still have a high temperature after 10 days, stay at home and seek medical advice.  
 

Continued … 



 

 

 

After the isolation period has ended: 

 

If you have tested positive for COVID-19, you will probably have developed some immunity 

to the disease. However, it cannot be guaranteed that everyone will develop immunity, or how 

long it will last. It is possible for tests to detect residual virus for some time after COVID-19 

infection. Anyone who has previously received a positive test result for COVID-19 should only 

be re-tested within a 90-day period if they develop any new symptoms of COVID-19. 

 

End of Term Arrangements 

 

You may have seen the announcement on Tuesday that schools have the option to close to 

students on Friday 18 December and to use the day for staff INSET.  I can confirm that the 

arrangements for our students have not changed and that school will be open.  This is 

the case for all schools in Leodis.  We believe that it is too short notice for families who may 

have difficulties arranging childcare at this late stage.  Furthermore, whilst it has been 

suggested by the government that we could simply move an INSET day, the positions of our 

training days are considered carefully and moving one could create difficulties later in the year.  

One slight amendment to the normal day will see Years 11 to 13 dismissed at 2 pm.  Other 

year groups will be dismissed at their usual times. 

 

Contact tracing over the Christmas Holiday 

 

We have received notification from the DfE relating to our responsibility as a school for contact 

tracing for students over the Christmas break.  As you will know, the staff at school have 

worked hard to support contact tracing over weekends, evenings and during the half term 

break.  This has ensured a rapid response, which has served to protect our students, their 

families and our staff.   The DfE have recognised that this responsibility cannot continue across 

the entire Christmas break when close contacts will not have been on school site.  Below are 

some different scenarios and how students and parents should respond: 

 

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends (Saturday 19 – Thursday 24 December inclusive), 
if a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 
symptoms within 48 hours of being in school (on or before Sunday 20 December), the 
school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 
individual may have been infectious whilst in school.  In such cases please complete the 
form here. 

 

 Where a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having 
developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school (later than Sunday 20 
December), the school should not be contacted. Parents should follow contact tracing 
instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

 

 Where students are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the 
first 6 days following the end of term, schools do not need to be informed about their 
absence until the first day of the new term.  Please do this by notifying Attendance in the 
usual way. 
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https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-resources-and-information


 

 

Remote Learning 

 

Our teachers have continued to offer live lessons and remote learning to students wherever 

possible; I am sure you will agree that this has been very successful.  Thank you to those who 

have shared kind words about this – they have been much appreciated by the staff.  Please 

be reminded that providing this remote learning is an additional task for teachers and whilst 

they are happy to do this as much as they possibly can, there can be no expectation work will 

be made available to students who are absent due to reasons other than COVID-19.  If your 

son / daughter is experiencing prolonged absence due to a reason other than COVID-19 and 

you would like work to be made available, please contact the appropriate Year Tutor. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this slightly longer letter and I hope you all remain safe 

and well in the run up to Christmas. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr T Jones 

Associate Principal 
 

 


