
 
 
 
13 November 2020 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 
I hope you are well. 
 
As cases rise in the local area, this has been the most disrupted week by far in terms of student 
and staff numbers in school.  As you know, we have continued to act promptly to ensure 
anybody required to self-isolate has been informed swiftly.  We have unfortunately had to 
move to remote learning for all of Year 12 and this will continue into next week with an 
additional day, meaning they are now scheduled to return on Thursday 19 November.  
Students having to self-isolate will be able to access their lessons remotely via Microsoft 
Teams and should follow their normal timetable.  Once again, many thanks to parents and 
students who are providing accurate information as soon as it is known; this is really 
supporting our efforts.  My thanks also to the staff at Woodkirk who continue to do all they can 
to offer the best possible education and experience to our students at this time. 
 
We must all continue to observe the measures put in place to limit the spread of infection in 
the hope that we will see an improvement to the current situation in the coming 
weeks.  Students are reminded frequently of our expectations which include: cleaning their 
hands regularly and using hand sanitiser around school; making sure that they sanitise hands 
before eating or drinking; wearing face coverings properly (ideally a clean mask and spare 
each day); avoiding touching each other; and following the one way system 
properly.  Importantly, they should also remain socially distanced from others wherever 
possible, including on their journey to and from school.  We remain grateful for your ongoing 
support in reinforcing these messages.  
 
We understand the impact that students having to self-isolate can have on parents’ ability to 
attend / complete work.  We have received clarification from Leeds City Council about the 
government’s test and trace support payments and who is eligible.  They state: 
 

If a bubble has to close, only the parent of a child who is a positive case can claim this, 
not other parents who have to stay at home to care for their child who is required to self-
isolate.  To apply for the payment, parents who meet the eligibility criteria will need to 
complete an application form – please click here to view.  If they are unable to use the 
form they can get help by calling (0113) 868 9878 (Monday to Thursday, 9am to 4:30pm, 
except Wednesdays when lines open at 10:15am and Fridays 9am to 4pm).  Parents will 
need to have their 8 digit code available that is given by the test and trace service when 
they are told to isolate.  Parents need to use their own code, not the one given for the 
child’s positive test result.  Where parents do not qualify for the support payment because 
their child is a contact rather than a positive case, they may still be able to access support 
if they are experiencing exceptional hardship.  Parents can contact the local welfare 
support scheme on (0113) 376 0330. 
 

Continued … 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftest-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support%2Fclaiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme&data=04%7C01%7Cbarton.j%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C5c76eef55fd94d4a974708d887b6d0fb%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637408566570370522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FhdVn0L%2F5nuULc64QQ5DeXBa2dpxnXljmhjXtgXJXjM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/coronavirus/self-isolation-support


 
 
In the event of an instruction to close the school to all students or to operate a rota system, it 
is anticipated that we would remain open to the children of critical workers.  Please complete 
the survey here to help us plan accordingly.  We first asked for this information in March and 
the criteria for critical workers has been updated and can be found here. 
 
Progress reports for all students are published today from 2pm. Please click here to access.  
 
Don’t forget to tune into the Children in Need Talent Show tonight at 7.15pm – please click 
here to watch.  This is normally a highlight of the year for us in school and I am sure it will 
bring much joy this evening even though it is being delivered remotely. 
 
Enjoy the weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr T Jones   
Associate Principal 
 
 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodkirkacademy.co.uk%2Fnews%2F121%2Fkey-worker-surver-u002d-november-2020&data=04%7C01%7Cshearn.c%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C22e540efa0fa454bccf408d887ce56f0%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637408667588947679%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NvQS6T1XLX6v0mgCNn1LsKZAayx9dXKNKjGy4xVGDw0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision%2Fguidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision&data=04%7C01%7Cshearn.c%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C22e540efa0fa454bccf408d887ce56f0%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637408667588957678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BqHyhatrIuc2GERvKl2QLyUNigHb3%2FWKtk4CRlWBQe4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/opt-reporting-system
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJNAQUdX5QSa8xeF6bufAxQ/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJNAQUdX5QSa8xeF6bufAxQ/videos?view_as=subscriber

