
 
 
 
16 October 2020 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 
I hope that you and your family remain well.  In this week’s newsletter we will draw together a 
summary of some important information as we move towards the end of the first half term of 
the academic year. 
 
This week we have dealt with a few additional cases of COVID-19 within the student body.  We 
have responded quickly and decisively to each of these with the aim of reducing any further 
spread of infection whilst keeping the school open for the vast majority of students.  Many 
thanks to all involved in dealing with such cases: to the students and parents who have notified 
us immediately and with full details of close contacts; to the staff who have provided necessary 
information, in some cases during the evening, about the movement of the student during the 
day; and to other colleagues for coordinating the response.   
 
We have been informed that, on a few occasions in Leeds, a member of staff has had to self-
isolate unnecessarily because the national test and trace department have misinterpreted the 
information shared with them about close contacts. To prevent this happening, if your son / 
daughter has the misfortune of testing positive for COVID-19 we request that, when asked for 
their close contacts, only close contacts outside of school are shared.  We ask that you inform 
us of known close contacts from within the school community alongside the dates of symptoms 
first appearing and of the positive test.  We will then use this information, and information we 
are able to gather from teachers, to identify all staff and students who will need to self-
isolate.  This is the process that Leeds Health and Safety have told us to follow and it is 
recognised by the national test and trace department as appropriate.  
 
If you need to report a positive test result received over the weekend, please email 
woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com with the Subject heading ‘Positive Test.’  Please 
state the name of your son/daughter, their form group, the date symptoms started, the last 
day they were in school and the date the positive test was confirmed.  Please also include a 
contact telephone number should we require any further information. 
 
We know that, as a consequence of the impact of local restrictions etc., some families may 
find themselves in hardship or becoming eligible for free school meals due to changes in 
circumstances.  You can claim Free School Meals for any child who normally lives with you 
and who is classed as being under your parental care. To get Free School Meals you must 
receive one of the following benefits: 
 

 Universal Credit (and your net combined household income is less than £7,400 a year 
after tax) 

 Income Support, Pension Guarantee Credit, Income-based Job Seekers Allowance. 

 Income-related Employment Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit Only (With No Working Tax Credit) and your Annual Taxable Income does 
not exceed £16,190.  
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Please click here to view the application form. 
 
If you have any difficulties with this or find yourself requiring support we would ask that you 
email Mrs J Hudson at hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school by phone. 

 
We have been made aware of a number of ‘meme’ accounts on Instagram relating to the 
Academy.  These are set up anonymously but allow students to follow and contribute to 
them.  It would be appreciated if you could closely check your child’s ‘following’ list to ensure 
they do not attach themselves to such accounts. Unfortunately, previous accounts of this 
nature, which have contained highly offensive material directed at both staff and students, 
have resulted in disciplinary action being taken. Students who follow the accounts, and 
particularly those who ‘like’ comments and photos, are adding to the problem.  We are able to 
view all of the students following these accounts and it is also evident that there are some 
students with Instagram accounts that are under the required age. 
 
As the national Tier system is now in place with Leeds currently being Tier 2, I would remind 
you that students are required to wear a face covering in school.  It is recommended that they 
have two masks with them to allow for a change should they become wet during the day.  We 
continue to monitor when students forget to bring their mask and will contact you if this 
happens.  We now have a limited number of re-usable face masks that can be purchased 
through via ParentPay (Face Mask) at a cost of £2.50 each.  Once payment has been made 
your son/daughter can collect their mask from Student Services. 
 
We look forward to our Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening, which goes live at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 22 October – please click here.  The event will include a virtual tour of the school, 
an opportunity to see some of our subjects in action and the chance to chat live with teachers 
and our subject ambassadors.  We look forward to welcoming students currently studying at 
Woodkirk and others from the local area to this virtual event.  If you have friends or family 
currently considering post-16 destinations, please ask them to visit the school website for more 
information. 
 
Thank you for reading the newsletter and your continued support with both COVID-19 and 
school related matters. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr T Jones 
Associate Principal 
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