
 
 
 
18 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Welcome to the last newsletter of what has been a very different Autumn Term.  We hope that 
it finds you and your family well. 
 
We want to start by saying thank you.  You have been very supportive of all our efforts to keep 
school as normal as possible for our students.  This has not been easy with the restrictions in 
place, a national lockdown and, of course, the positive cases that we have seen resulting in 
isolation for so many students.  Throughout it all, your kind messages have really helped us 
to feel that our efforts have been appreciated. 
 
We also want to thank staff as they have quite simply been phenomenal.  They have worked 
flexibly, often preparing two versions of the same lesson to provide a first class education for 
those on and off site; been willing to embrace new ways of working including new technologies 
to make this happen; and to give up their evenings and weekends for contact tracing to ensure 
that our students remain safe and school can operate.  We would particularly like to 
acknowledge the attendance and admin teams who have been instrumental in contacting 
parents and students when we receive notification of a positive case.  We know you will join 
us in thanking all staff and encouraging them to have a well-deserved break over Christmas. 
 
Our students need to be commended too for their fortitude and resilience.  From their full return 
in September to now, the vast majority have adapted well to the changed school day and 
routines.  They have enjoyed being back in school, engaged in their learning and relished 
seeing their friends.  For some it has been a bumpier return with one or more periods of self-
isolation.  These have been made easier by the use of Microsoft Teams and students are to 
be congratulated for their contribution to making this term so successful. 
 
An area that we want to improve from the start of next term is morning punctuality.  Whilst 
most students arrive in a timely manner for the start of the school day, some others have not.  
As such, from 4 January, any students arriving late will be instructed to stay behind for ten 
minutes on the same day after period 3 has finished (period 2 on a Friday for Years 7-10).  
This means that any latecomer needing to catch a bus from the front of school will miss that 
bus. It is hoped that all students will be on time.  If a latecomer already has a detention after 
school, the ten minutes will be added to that detention.  This means the original 30 minute 
detention will convert to a 40 minute detention.  Parents will be sent a text which informs them 
that their son/daughter will be kept behind.  Further details and FAQs will be posted to the 
website in due course. 
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As you know, Woodkirk is committed to ‘Shaping Young Lives’ and one very important aspect 
of this is our sense of community.  It is very pleasing to see how seriously this has been taken 
by all at Woodkirk, whether it be as simple as following the one way system or wearing face 
coverings appropriately.  There have also been excellent examples of fundraising such as the 
Children in Need Talent competition and the Christmas Concert, as well as our Christmas 
present collection and, in lieu of the Senior Citizens’ Christmas party, Sixth Form students 
have personally written to those who would normally attend.  We would also like to 
acknowledge the efforts of Finlay Cawthorne, who you may have seen on ITV’s Calendar 
news this week, for his ‘Marathon in a Month’ fundraising effort for Candlelighters.  Well done 
Finlay for exemplifying a core principle at Woodkirk Academy and good luck with your 
treatment.  You can see the news article here and if you didn’t get chance to enjoy the 
Christmas concert yesterday evening please follow the link here for some outstanding 
performances and festive cheer. 
 
January Return and Testing in schools 
 
You will probably be aware that the government updated its guidance regarding the start of 
term in January.  
 
In line with this guidance, Woodkirk Academy will be open from 4 January 2021 to students in 
examination year groups (Year 11 and Year 13 students).  We will also be open to the children 
of critical workers, and those deemed vulnerable, who are unable to remain at home for this 
week.  If you need to request a place please complete the form on the website – please click 
here.  Mr Cook will contact you during the second week of the holiday to confirm eligibility.   
 
During this week, students in Years 7-10 will be set work via Microsoft Teams by their teachers 
and should follow their normal timetable from home.  Year 12 students who have external 
vocational examinations in January will need to attend lessons on site for those subjects during 
the week.  Remaining Year 12 lessons will be delivered remotely and off site.  All students in 
every year group will then return to on site provision from 11 January.   
 
We appreciate that this change is short notice and are sorry for any inconvenience caused.  
We are required to follow this guidance in order to safeguard our students, staff and the 
community.  
 
We will write again at the start of next term to update parents once we have more information 
and we will provide details of any testing arrangements to be carried out at this time.  We do 
want to stress that permission will be sought from parents before any testing takes place. 
 
In the meantime, the updated guidance, should you wish to read it, can be accessed here. 
 
Positive Case over Christmas 
 
There will be no staff on school reception during the Christmas break.  If you need to report a 
positive test result for COVID-19 please complete the form on the school website – click here.  
And a repeat message from last week: school will be completing track and trace only for cases 
involving students who were in school up to 48 hours before the test being taken or the onset 
of symptoms (whichever came first).  The school will not complete any track and trace after 
24 December.  See below for full details. 
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https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2020-12-14/teenage-leukaemia-patient-clocks-up-marathon-miles-for-childrens-cancer-charity
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fp-ZHHiPXkL8&data=04%7C01%7Cjones.t%40woodkirkacademy.com%7Cafb6fe47eac54fc9311a08d8a2a4ef97%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637438176578324747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=r8nxCe0bEWAKfkY0DYXrqbczm9iI0y5cD%2Bqf2xjjKbg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/news/121/key-worker-survey-u002d-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/secondary-schools-and-colleges-to-get-weekly-coronavirus-testing
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-resources-and-information


 

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends (Saturday 19 – Thursday 24 December inclusive), 
if a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 
symptoms within 48 hours of being in school (on or before Sunday 20 December), the 
school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 
individual may have been infectious whilst in school. In such cases please complete the 
form here. 

 Where a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having 
developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school (later than Sunday 20 
December), the school should not be contacted. Parents should follow contact tracing 
instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

 Where students are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the 
first 6 days following the end of term, schools do not need to be informed about their 
absence until the first day of the new term. Please do this by notifying Attendance in the 
usual way. 

 
Finally, Christmas will certainly be very different for us all this year.  We hope that you manage 
to have a safe, restful and enjoyable holiday and all the best for 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

 


