
 
 
 
18 September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
A short message to update you on our progress at the end of the first full week for our students. 
 
I am delighted to report that the overwhelming majority continue to act with great maturity and are clearly 
enjoying their return to school.  Attendance continues to be strong in both main school and the Sixth 
Form.  Many thanks to students and to parents for your support.  
 
The staff have very much enjoyed reading the positive feedback received from parents; thank you for 
acknowledging the tremendous work they are doing.  Some of these include: 
 

“Can I say a big thank you to all you teachers for making the necessary arrangements in school for 
our children to return to a ‘safe’ environment.  All your hard work and support to the children whilst 
schooling from home has been very much appreciated.” 
 
“Thank you so much for the tremendous efforts on getting our kids back to school. She has had a 
fantastic week and has loved every minute.” 
 
“He has loved his first week of secondary school. He was a bit nervous and apprehensive of the big 
transition especially in these uncertain times so to see him so happy coming out of school each day 
has been amazing. Thank you all at Woodkirk academy for all the hard work you've put into making 
the first week back so successful and keeping our children safe.” 

 
Thank you also for reporting any absence of your son/daughter in line with guidance.  If your 
son/daughter is displaying any of the COVID-19 symptoms please begin the self-isolation process and 
inform school.  If your son/daughter is self-isolating because of symptoms within the household or in 
response to a quarantine instruction, please also inform school.  In these cases, we anticipate they will 
be well enough to complete remote learning activities.  In the first instance, please use resources from 
the Oak National Academy (find the link here).  Students should check their school email and Teams 
accounts regularly; after the initial two days (at the latest) teachers will be setting work aligned to that 
being completed by classmates in school.  Work completed should be submitted back to the teacher so 
that progress can be monitored. 
 
We are aware of the challenges some are facing when arranging for a COVID-19 test.  It is essential, 
however, and in line with government guidance, that anyone displaying symptoms must complete a 
minimum of 10 days of self-isolation, with household members not displaying symptoms completing 14 
days of self-isolation.  We understand the frustration this may cause, particularly if the symptoms 
appeared to have passed.  Please do ensure that this guidance is followed, for the health and safety of 
all members of the community. 
 
You will be aware we have implemented staggered start and end times to the school day in order to 
reduce the chance of students from different year groups mixing.  Thank you to parents and students 
for doing their best to stick to these times, which are included below for reference. 
 

 Monday to Thursday Friday 

Year 7 8.50am – 3.00pm 8.50am – 1.40pm 

Year 8 8.55am – 3.05pm 8.55am – 1.45pm 

Year 9 9.00am – 3.10pm 9.00am – 1.50pm 

Year 10 9.05am – 3.15pm 9.05am – 1.55pm 

Year 11 9.10am – 3.20pm 9.10am – 3.00pm 

Year 12 9.10am – 3.20pm 9.10am – 3.00pm 

Year 13 9.10am – 3.20pm 9.10am – 3.00pm 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/


We would remind you that a face covering is now part of the essential items that should be brought to 
school each day.  From Monday 21 September all students should wear a face covering when 
they enter the school site and continue to do so until arriving to Lesson 1, where it can be 
removed safely.  This is in addition to the wearing of face coverings at the two lesson changeovers.  
This decision has been taken in response to regional developments in the number of cases and to 
support our existing strategies to minimise the spread of infection.  This will be kept under review.  We 
will familiarise students with this change on Monday and would ask that you please check that your 
son/daughter has a face covering with them when they leave the house in the morning.   
 
I would like to thank you for your on-going support in following the protective measures we have in place 
to keep the members of our school community as safe as possible during these challenging times. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

T Jones 
Associate Principal 

 


