
 
 
 
20 November 2020 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 
We write to you at the end of a somewhat different week at the Academy. 
 
At the start of the week our Sixth Form students were working from home.  This was in 
response to low staff numbers due to their own self-isolation.  Then, on Wednesday, following 
consultation with Leeds Health  & Safety and Public Health England’s Local Health Protection 
Team, we took the decision to instruct all Year 10 students to work from home for the reminder 
of the week whether they were self-isolating or not.  During Thursday and today we have 
continued to see the numbers of Year 10 students requiring to self-isolate grow and as such, 
have decided to ask that the whole Year group remains at home next week with remote 
learning through TEAMs. 
 
All students who are not unwell are expected to engage with their lessons throughout this 
period.  Teachers will be sharing resources and delivering live lessons via Microsoft 
Teams.  They will be following the school timetable and students should be ready to ‘attend’ 
at the normal start time for their lessons.  Students should be reminded of the need for 
courtesy and respect at all times when engaging in these lessons.  The same high standards 
of behaviour that are expected in face to face interactions with students and teachers will be 
insisted upon. 
 
To offer transparency around this decision: there have now been 14 confirmed cases within 
the Year 10 cohort with 10 other students awaiting the result of a test.  For each confirmed 
case the student / parents are asked for details of close contacts during social time and on the 
journey to and from school.  Furthermore, teachers submit a detailed account of the student’s 
close contacts within the classroom for all lessons in the two days prior to symptoms being 
reported (or a positive test result, whichever is earlier).  Students are promptly removed from 
lessons / notified before the start of the school day and parents are informed.  The 
thoroughness of this approach, which often requires members of staff to respond and work 
through the evening and at weekends or whilst delivering lessons (huge thanks to them for 
this), ensures that possible close contacts are not overlooked.  This approach, coupled with 
the other measures in place, has, so far, been used to good effect and has helped to keep the 
number of cases low.  In spite of this, at the moment, there is a relatively high incidence of 
cases in Year 10 and this number has been increasing steadily over the past week.  As such, 
it was deemed necessary to implement this ‘circuit break’.  We know that as parents you 
understand that our first priority is the health and safety of students during this time and we 
look forward to being able to re-open to Year 10 students from 30 November, subject to any 
self-isolation requirements. 
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In addition to the cases in Year 10, the number of confirmed positive cases in other year 
groups has also risen this week in line with significant rises in the local area.  This has had the 
knock on effect of increasing the number of those being instructed to self-isolate. 
 
We know this can be difficult but we must ask all members of the school community to support 
the national and local effort.  Sacrifices are being made by many and a huge amount of effort 
is being spent within school and beyond in an attempt to limit the spread of 
infections.  Everybody is responsible for contributing to this effort and we have received 
reports that this is not always the case.  This is putting other people at risk.  Sadly we have 
had students attend school after the onset of symptoms and who have subsequently tested 
positive.  We also have had some students failing to self-isolate and also breaking national 
lockdown rules about visiting other households.  This is adding to infection spread in school 
and we would request that you follow these reminders: 
 

 If your son / daughter develops symptoms he / she must self-isolate (along with the rest 

of the household) and seek a test.  Do not send him / her to school if any of the 

symptoms resemble, in any way, those associated with COVID-19 or you believe 

that they may lead to a positive test. 

 If a member of your household develops symptoms or receives confirmation of a positive 

test result, all other members of the household must self-isolate immediately. 

 If your son / daughter is self-isolating they should not leave the home unless it is essential 

(which for the vast majority of students will not be the case). 

 If your son / daughter is self-isolating they must not interact with anybody else from 

beyond the household even if this other person is also self-isolating.  One person who is 

self-isolating may not be infectious but another might; meeting puts more people at risk. 

 If your son / daughter is self-isolating they must complete their self-isolation period 

regardless of whether they have returned a negative test result.  We are finding that many 

students do not develop symptoms or test positive until over a week after contact with a 

positive case. 

 Follow the national restrictions in place.  See here for full details. 

Please inform school as soon as possible if your son / daughter tests positive for COVID-
19.  The easiest way to do this is through the form (click here).  Please be sure to include full 
details, which may mean that further contact is not necessary.  Please note that even if your 
son/daughter is already self-isolating, we need this information quickly so we can 
undertake contact tracing in school. 
 
Please note that we are open to all other Year groups currently.  We hope this will remain the 
case and need your support with the above in order to remain so. 
 
We have been asked by Leeds City Council to share the message below regarding the 
behaviour of young people on buses. Although not necessarily Woodkirk students, we felt a 
reminder on public transport rules and our expectations would be appropriate:   
 

 Public transport users should wash or sanitise their hands before boarding services. 

 All passengers over the age 11 must wear a face covering on public transport unless 
exempt with good reason. 

 Public transport users must be seated whilst travelling and should only use designated 
seats.  

 If there are no seat markings, passengers should only occupy the seats by the windows 
and not use the aisle seats.  
 
 

Continued … 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fnew-national-restrictions-from-5-november&data=04%7C01%7Cbarton.j%40woodkirkacademy.com%7Cca4655f1b51f45a883e808d88c5fb548%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637413689992349998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2oGjQIxGQrILFCHS%2B1GNcErXjl3T%2BdGS3WRvzsD46eI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-resources-and-information


 Passengers should follow any general instructions that are displayed on each service. 

 Bus drivers are not in a position to enforce the rules and must rely on people to act 
responsibly.  

 
From next week Homework Support will begin again for students who are failing to complete 
adequately their homework tasks.  Students will be offered support at the end of the school 
day until 4 pm (3 pm on Friday).  Each Year group will be supported on a different evening to 
prevent inter-bubble mixing.  Support will be offered to students who have received their fourth 
homework alert.  Parents will be informed at least 24 hours before the day the support will be 
offered.  The days and times of the support are included below. 
 

Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year group 11 7 8 9 10 

Time 3.20 – 4 pm 3 – 4 pm 3.05 – 4 pm 3.10 – 4 pm 2 – 3 pm 

 
One key way that we are trying to combat the spread of COVID-19 is by maintaining good 
ventilation in classrooms.  As such, windows and doors are being left open.  Now that the 
weather is becoming colder, this is more challenging.  To help with this we have set an earlier 
start time for our heating to come on in school and students may choose to wear a t-shirt or 
vest under their school shirt if they think they are likely to feel cold. 
 
As mentioned in last week’s letter, in the event of an instruction to close the school to all 
students or to operate a rota system, it is anticipated that we would remain open to the children 
of critical workers.  Please complete the survey here to help us plan accordingly.  The criteria 
for critical workers can be found here. 
 
Please be reminded that Friday 27 November is a Training Day and the school will be closed 
to all students. 
 
One of our Year 10 students, Finlay, is completing a marathon in a month to promote 
awareness of childhood leukaemia and to raise money for the children’s cancer charity - The 
Candlelighters Trust.  Please click here to visit Finlay’s JustGiving page where you can read 
a little about his story and make a donation if you wish. An outstanding effort - our very best 
wishes to you, Finlay. 
 
Finally, despite the growing workload for staff as they juggle face to face and online learning 
from their classrooms or from home as well as supporting contact tracing in school, they are 
finding time to make positive referrals which you will receive through the MyEd app.  It is fair 
to say that our students have generally been excellent so far this term and have adapted to 
their changing education well.  They are to be congratulated for this alongside our hardworking 
and committed staff – well done. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read what has been a lengthy but important letter this week 
and we hope you continue to remain well. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 

 

 

 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/news/121/key-worker-survey-u002d-november-2020
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision%2Fguidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision&data=04%7C01%7Cshearn.c%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C22e540efa0fa454bccf408d887ce56f0%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637408667588957678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BqHyhatrIuc2GERvKl2QLyUNigHb3%2FWKtk4CRlWBQe4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/finlay-cawthorne

