
 
 
 
22 January 2021 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 
Thank you to those parents who have contacted school with positive messages; it is wonderful 
to know that the outstanding commitment of the staff is being recognised and welcomed by 
students and their parents.  Thank you also for supporting our efforts to ensure students attend 
their remote lessons.  Attendance figures for week three are the highest yet.  In the coming 
days and weeks Year Tutors and other colleagues will be making contact with the parents of 
all students to acknowledge the fantastic effort being shown by many; to offer any necessary 
reminders of our expectations regarding attendance, punctuality and engagement; and to 
check in with families and confirm whether any additional support would be welcome.    
 
Alongside the very pleasing attendance, students continue to work hard in their lessons, which 
is being acknowledged by the award of merits.  Each week for every merit earned a ‘ticket’ is 
added to a prize draw for Amazon vouchers.  The draw has now been made for the week 
commencing 11 January and the winners, alongside the names of all students who have 
received merits can be found in this week’s newsletter. 
 
You may be aware that the government has suspended the use of serial testing of close 
contacts in schools.  Mass testing of asymptomatic students and staff onsite at school 
continues.  As such, this week saw the start of our asymptomatic testing programme.  Much 
credit must be given to the students for their mature and sensible approach.  Great thanks 
must also go to the staff involved in setting up and running the programme.  The roles they 
are now undertaking don’t resemble anything they would normally do in school, but they have 
committed to ensuring the experience for the students and staff being tested is as efficient, 
effective, professional and as comfortable as possible.  If parents of those students currently 
attending on site provision in school would like their son / daughter to be offered a test, please 
read the information here before completing the consent form (the link to which can be found 
at the bottom of the reading material). 
 
Last Friday, Ofqual launched their consultation into their proposals for the award of 
qualifications this summer, details of which can be found here.  Ofqual have stated they are 
interested to hear the views of students and their parents and it is open until 29 January.  We 
hope that we will hear soon after this date of the results of the consultation which in turn will 
allow us to plan for those students who were due to sit public examinations this summer.  
Please be reassured that we will inform you of progress with this as and when it is known.  
 
Progress reports were published to parents of students in Years 7 – 10 and 12 at midday 
Friday 22 January.  Please click here to access.  To replace the Information Evening for 
students in Year 9 and their parents, a presentation will be published in the Parents section of 
the school website on Wednesday 27 January.  This will offer practical tips regarding how 
students can be supported in their remote learning in the coming weeks, which are crucial to 
secure the foundations of their Key Stage 4 study.  It will also include some suggestions to 
help students to manage their physical and mental well-being whilst they are working 
remotely.  Students from other year groups and their parents may find some of this information 
useful too and are welcome to view this also.   

Continued … 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Overview_letter_-_COVID_testing-1610961422.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/opt-reporting-system


Week commencing 1 February will be the launch of the guided options for students in Year 
8.  This will commence with an introductory video to explain the process, which will be made 
available on Monday 1 February.  On Tuesday 2, Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 February we 
will host virtual Parents’ Evenings, which will replicate the very successful model used in the 
Autumn Term for the parents of Year 11 students.  Finally, on Friday 5 February, a series of 
presentations will be published, which will give students further information about the options 
that are available to them.  Further details will be shared directly with the parents of students 
in Year 8.   
 
We hope that students have welcomed the revised schedule to the school day.  Those in 
school have appreciated the greater opportunity throughout the day to stretch their legs and 
take a break from the screen; please encourage your son / daughter at home to do the same.  
As with all our updates, please take care and we hope that you remain safe and well. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
 
 

 

 

 


