
 
 
 
 
 
23 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Welcome to the final newsletter of a unique first half term. 
 
We hosted our Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday and, in spite of some technical 
issues caused by the high volume of visitors to the website, our teachers and Subject 
Ambassadors hosted hundreds of conversations with prospective applicants and their parents.  
Thank you to those who took part.  If you didn’t get a chance to see the videos or complete an 
application form, please click here. 
 
As has been communicated with you, throughout the half term we have been notified of a 
relatively small number of positive cases.  This number was kept low because of the 
immediate actions we were able to take and because of the systems we have been following 
in school to mitigate against the spread of infection.  Many thanks to students, parents and 
staff for their efforts to maintain these.  So that we can continue to respond in a timely manner, 
if a student receives a positive test result during the half term break please complete the form 
here.  Please be reminded of the national expectations: if symptoms of COVID-19 are 
experienced by somebody, all members of the household should begin self-isolation and a 
test for the symptomatic person should be sought.  If this test is positive, the household should 
complete a period of 14 days’ isolation from the date the symptoms were first experienced and 
the infected person should complete 10 days’ isolation from the same point.  If no symptoms 
are present, the household should complete a period of 14 days’ isolation from the date of the 
test.   If the test is negative then there is no need to isolate.  If the return to school for any 
students will be affected by self-isolation due a positive case in the household, please contact 
the Attendance Team in the usual way. 
 
Alongside the changes inside school, the staggered start to the day and restrictions on public 
transport have affected students’ arrival to the Academy.  We are aware that this presents 
some challenges regarding dropping siblings with different start times.  We must insist, 
however, that students arrive punctually each day.  The expectation is that they will be in the 
appropriate classroom for the start of the first period. 
 
 
 

 

                Continued …  

https://woodkirkopenevening.co.uk/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodkirkacademy.co.uk%2Fparents%2Fcovidu002d19-school-closure-resources-and-information&data=04%7C01%7Cbarton.j%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C991786c0b41e45a1904808d8773baebb%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637390445513161866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9dA9JdOUpOyydcuPR%2FytgFeGIRT6tOoDGrfg%2FzxEGlg%3D&reserved=0


The timings of the school day for each Year group are: 
 

 Monday to Thursday Friday 

Year 7 8.50am – 3.00pm 8.50am – 1.40pm 

Year 8 8.55am – 3.05pm 8.55am – 1.45pm 

Year 9 9.00am – 3.10pm 9.00am – 1.50pm 

Year 10 9.05am – 3.15pm 9.05am – 1.55pm 

Year 11 9.10am – 3.20pm 9.10am – 3.00pm 

Year 12 9.10am – 3.20pm 9.10am – 3.00pm 

Year 13 9.10am – 3.20pm 9.10am – 3.00pm 

 

As such, if siblings are brought to school together they must arrive in time for the first lesson 
of the youngest.  Elder siblings can be accommodated in waiting areas and will be able to 
access their classroom earlier than the scheduled start time.  A number of students who are 
walking to school are arriving late.  In some cases this is a consequence of them waiting to 
meet friends on neighbouring streets.  Please stress to your son/daughter that they are 
responsible for their own punctuality.  If parents are collecting students please be mindful of 
the local community when doing so: please do not park in front of drive ways or in no parking 
zones.  Doing so is antisocial and, potentially, dangerous.  Please also discuss with your 
son/daughter the responsible behaviours we would hope to see when walking on public 
streets, sometimes in large groups, both in general terms and in relation to COVID-19 
restrictions.  Large groups, however unintentional, can be intimidating to some members of 
the public and we would ask that our students are mindful of this.  We would also ask that 
students consider ways to support social distancing.  For example, standing to one side to 
allow another to pass them at a safe distance and dispersing groups if walking on narrow 
pavements.   
 
At the start of the year we said that this would be like no other, and it has proven to be so 
far.  We set out with the aim of re-connecting, re-integrating and re-engaging students in their 
learning and we aimed to do this in a calm and positive manner.  There have been lots of new 
experiences and demands placed on all of us and the response has been superb.  The 
versatility and adaptability that has been shown by the school community at large has ensured 
that the first half term has gone as smoothly as we could have hoped.  The staff have worked 
tremendously hard to ensure that the return to school would be enjoyable and purposeful; the 
students have risen to the challenge and have made the most of the opportunities available.   
Thank you to all members of the school community for making this possible and for your 
ongoing support as parents. 
 
We hope that you have a safe, restful and enjoyable half-term break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr T Jones   Mrs J Barton 
Associate Principal  Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

 


