
 
 
 
25 September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
As you know, this week we learned of a small number of positive cases of COVID-19 in our school 
community affecting Years 11 and 13.  Whilst this number is small, we have acted swiftly, and in 
accordance with Public Health guidance, to ensure that the spread of infection is minimised and have 
a number of students who have been identified as close contact in both year groups isolating for 14 
days since their last contact with a positive case.  Thank you to those parents who have sent messages 
of support to school; they are much appreciated. 
 
We must also insist that families follow the national guidance around self-isolation very strictly.  If a 
member of your household is displaying symptoms of COVID-19, all members of the household must 
self-isolate and the person displaying symptoms should arrange a test.  It is imperative that this rule is 
not broken and students from such households are not sent to school.  This puts the health and well-
being of many others at risk. 
 
The symptoms are: 
 

 a high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back; 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours; and/or  

 a loss of, or change in, your son/daughter’s normal sense of taste of smell (anosmia). 
 
Alongside this, the Academy continues to apply various other strategies to mitigate against the spread 
of the virus.  These include the wearing of face coverings at periods of the day during which it is more 
difficult to avoid the mixing of bubbles; staggered timings for entry and exit, breaks and lunches; and 
promotion of and insistence on good hand hygiene.  For these strategies to work, they need the support 
of all members of the school community, including you and your son/daughter.  In addition, we would 
ask that students and families follow national and local restrictions to help reduce risk further. 
 
One key way you can help is by ensuring that, when your son/daughter leaves the house in the morning, 
they have a suitable face covering.  Leeds has now become an area of intervention with restrictions 
(known as Tier 1).  This means that face coverings are required to be worn by adults and 
students when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors, and 
communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. 
 
In the first two and a half weeks after re-opening we have distributed close to 2000 disposable masks; 
I’m sure you would agree that this is far from ideal.  If you are finding it hard to provide your son/daughter 
with a suitable face covering, please get in touch with the relevant Head of Year and we will be glad to 
help.   
 
I would also like to draw your attention to the expectations of your son/daughter should they be 
completing work at home.  Remote learning is likely to be something that many students will need to 
access throughout this year and it is vital that they have the resources to do so and that they understand 
their responsibility towards it.  If your son/daughter does not have access to a computer, laptop or tablet 
when at home, please inform the relevant Head of Year. 
The expectations for remote working are: 



If you are absent due to COVID-19 guidance and are well enough to complete work, you are 
expected to do so.  Students might be absent because they are: 
 

 Self-isolating because a member of the household has tested positive. 

 Self-isolating because a member of the household has displayed symptoms and is waiting for a test 
or is waiting for the results of a test. 

 Self-isolating because you have been in close contact with somebody who has tested positive (in 
this case you would have been instructed to self-isolate by Public Health England through the Track 
and Trace programme or by school). 

 Self-isolating because you have been informed by a medical expert that this is necessary 
(shielding). 

 Finishing a period of self-isolation having had the illness but are now feeling well enough to 
complete work. 

 
If you are absent for one of the reasons above your parent must contact school.  They will be told that, 
in the first instance, you should complete work from Oak National Academy (just type that into Google 
and complete work for the subjects you would have in school that day).  They will also be told that from 
the third day of your absence you should be completing the work set by your class teachers in 
line with your timetable.  For example, if you have Art, Science and Maths on a Thursday week B1, 
you should complete work for Art, Science and Maths from home on that day.   
 
You should: 
 

 Ensure you have Microsoft Teams set up on your computer / tablet / phone.  If you do not have 

access to IT facilities, inform your Year Tutor.  Similarly, if you do not have access to Teams, inform 

your Year Tutor. 

 Check your school email frequently – work will be shared via email if Teams is not possible for you. 

 Make the most of the lessons that are being offered.  Your teacher might be presenting something 

on Teams – make sure you tune in.  Likewise, you will be able to ask questions and seek feedback 

through Teams.  Do this during the lesson so that you get the help you need with your work.  

 Make sure you follow the instructions you are given: complete the work you should and submit for 

marking anything that you have been asked to. 

 Do your best – the last thing anybody wants is for you to be missing time at school so keep on top 
of the home learning being set and always aim to be the best you can be. 

 
Finally, students continue to settle back into their learning and the routine of school well.  Despite the 
challenges posed, staff are committed to providing quality learning for all students either on site or 
remotely.  Thank you for your ongoing support 
 

    
Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones 
Principal   Associate Principal 
 
 

 

 


