
 
 
 
29 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
As you will no doubt know, the Prime Minister announced on Wednesday that students will 
not return to school before 8 March.  Whilst this is not necessarily a surprise, we are sorry that 
we cannot look forward to welcoming back your son/daughter a little sooner.  We can be 
confident, however, that, although no replacement for on-site provision with face-to-face 
interaction and collaboration, a great majority of our students continue to make the most of 
the excellent learning opportunities their teachers are providing.  As teachers, we take great 
satisfaction from the marked progress students make in their learning every day.  As school 
leaders, it is wonderful to see the teachers and other staff making similar such strides in their 
use of digital technology to deliver lessons.  This is the result of their hard work and a 
dedication to do their best for the students and I know you will join us, once more, in thanking 
them for their considerable efforts. 
 
Attendance at and engagement in remote lessons continues to improve.  Thank you for your 
support in instilling in your son/daughter the importance of giving of their best in spite of the 
challenges.  Year Tutors and other colleagues continue to make contact with the parents of 
all students to celebrate the many successes we are seeing and to offer reminders of our 
expectations.  The merits for this week and prize winners – congratulations to these students 
- can be found in the e-newsletter. 
 
It remains the intention of the Government that students will be tested for COVID-19 before 
they return to school.  Whilst the exact dates are still not known, it seems prudent to prepare 
for this by seeking the necessary consents from parents and students.  So far, this has been 
limited to only those students who are currently on-site but we will now invite all parents to 
discuss the tests with their son/daughter and complete the consent forms if they wish to take 
part.  All of the details can be found here.  Please ensure all of this is read carefully before the 
form is completed and submitted.  A separate form is required for each person.  This consent 
is for your son/daughter to undertake two lateral flow tests 3 to 5 days apart before returning 
to school.  This is not repeat testing as this is currently paused.  I am sure you can appreciate 
the size of the operation that will be required to undertake tests for so many people.  As such, 
we ask that the consent form is completed no later than 3pm on Friday 5 February.  Please 
note that testing will not begin until we have clarity on the return to school. 
 
The Ofqual consultation into their proposals for the award of qualifications this summer ends 
today.   Ofqual have stated they are interested to hear the views of students and their parents, 
details of which can be found here.  We are expecting to hear more about the plans for 
awarding qualifications w/c 22 February and will update you accordingly. 

Continued … 
 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Overview_letter_-_testing-1611928736.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021


Please find here a short video in place of the normal Year 9 parents’ information 
evening.  Whilst this is tailored specifically to this year group, much of the content, which 
includes how parents can support their son/daughter’s study, and their physical and mental 
health, is relevant to all parents. 
 
A reminder from last week: on 1 February will be the launch of the guided options for students 
in Year 8. This will commence with an introductory video to explain the process, which will be 
made available on Monday 1 February.  On Tuesday 2, Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 
February we will host virtual Parents’ Evenings; the online booking system to select 
appointment times can be accessed here.  Please note the booking system closes on Monday 
1 February at 12 noon.  Finally, on Friday 5 February, a series of presentations will be 
published, which will give students further information about the options that are available to 
them.  
 
Many thanks for your ongoing support and please take care. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
 

 

 

 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/information-evenings/year-9-information-evening
https://woodkirkacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/

