
 
 
 
 
31 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
We hope that you have all had a safe and restful holiday. 
 
Further to the end of term newsletter, and in light of the Government announcement made on 
30 December 2020, we are writing to you to update the guidance for students for the start of 
the Spring Term next week. 
 
Week commencing 4 January 
 
Woodkirk Academy will be open from 4 January 2021 for the following students: 
 

 The children of critical workers.  These places are on request and eligibility will be 
confirmed by Mr Cook prior to 4 January.  Please do not assume a place has been granted. 

 

 Children deemed vulnerable who are unable to remain at home.  This may include those 
with an EHCP.  Again, this will be confirmed by Mr Cook or Mrs Worsley.  

 
In addition, students in Years 12 and 13 who have an external assessment during this week 
will be in school to sit the exam.  We are also investigating the possibility for students in Years 
11, 12 and 13 with external exams at any point throughout the month of January to have 
access to on-site teaching.  Further details will be shared with specific students and their 
parents.  
 
All other students in Years 7-13 will be set work via Microsoft Teams by their teachers 
and should follow their normal timetable from home.  Please note that w/c 4 January is 
B1 on the timetable. 
 
Students should log into the Microsoft Teams account for the start of each lesson.  The remote 
lesson may take a variety of forms including live presentations by the teacher, recorded videos 
and text chats.  Teachers will be available to support students throughout the lesson.  If help 
is needed, students are reminded to communicate with teachers in a formal and polite manner.  
They should also be reminded of their responsibility towards appropriate behaviour whilst 
using digital platforms.  They should not use the chat function to communicate with other 
students and should follow the instructions of their teacher at all times.  Parents are asked to 
support remote learning by providing a quiet space in which students can work; by supporting 
their time management throughout the school day; and by ensuring they have the necessary 
digital resources and informing school if this is difficult (in the first instance please contact the 
appropriate Year Tutor). 
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Timetabled Core PE lessons will not take place remotely and lesson time can be used to 
catch-up other work or access the Oak National Academy resources.  Students who are in 
school will report to the LRC for their Core PE lessons.  The PE department will provide a daily 
programme of exercise (20 minutes) that can be completed by all students at some point 
throughout the day.  Lessons for BTEC and GCSE PE will take place remotely as per all other 
subjects.  
 
In a very small number of cases the provision of exam support (see above) will have an impact 
on remote lessons for other classes.  Teachers of these classes will still set work for students 
to complete independently. 
 
Arrangements during school closure period 
 
Those students on site in Years 7-11 should arrive according to their normal staggered start 
time and go to the following area for a register to be completed: 
 
8.50am Year 7 to Woollin Hall 
8.55am Year 8 to Main Hall 
9.00am Year 9 to Woollin Hall 
9.05am Year 10 to Main Hall 
9.10am Year 11 to Woollin Hall 
 
If they arrive before this time they will wait in the middle yard (Year 7) or front yard (Years 8-
11) as during the Autumn Term.  Once the register has been completed they will attend their 
normal on site lesson.  Full uniform should be worn.  Lessons will be delivered to the majority 
who are offsite and we will be providing IT equipment onsite for students to access lessons in 
the same way.   
 
In order to co-ordinate on and off site provision, we will retain the staggered start and end 
times for school.  Breaks and lunches will be altered to facilitate the smooth running of the 
school during this time.  Students at home will need to follow the same schedule, including the 
same break and lunchtime, to ensure that lessons in school and at home can remain 
synchronised. 
 
Break 
10.15-10.30 am Years 7 & 9 
10.30-10.45 am Years 8 &10 
10.45-11.00 am Year 11 & Sixth Form 
 
Lunch 
11.45am- 12.15pm Years 7 & 9 
12.15pm-12.45pm Years 8 &10 
12.45 am – 1.15pm  Year 11 & Sixth Form 
 
Return to school for remaining students 
 
As it stands we are expecting students in Years 11 and 13 to return to on site provision from 
Monday 11 January, with all other students returning from Monday 18 January.  
 
We know you will understand that this is extremely short notice for schools and that we are 
also looking at the introduction of testing on site.  At the time of writing this letter we have not 
received the full details of this and so we will write again once we have more information.  We 
hope that we will be able to provide details of any testing arrangements to be carried out at 
this time.  We do want to stress that permission will be sought from parents before any testing 
takes place. 
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In the meantime, may we wish you the very best for the New Year and thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

 


