
 
 
 
4 December 2020 
 
Dear Parent 
 
In the week that the nation received the welcome news of a vaccine being approved for use, 
we welcomed back most of our Year 10 students.  It has been great to see them again.  We 
have also enjoyed a more settled week; the number of positive cases has fallen 
significantly.  This is no doubt testament to the efforts that all members of the school 
community have taken, in line with restrictions at the Academy and the national lockdown.  
Thank you for your support with this. 
 
We also enjoyed speaking to parents of Year 11 during our virtual Parents’ Evenings.  In spite 
of one or two small technical glitches, we were very pleased with how the software worked 
and found the meetings to be an excellent replacement for our usual face to face 
consultations.  We would welcome your feedback on your experience; please spend a few 
minutes completing the form which you can find here.  Please contact us at 
woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com if you would like to speak to a teacher but were 
unable. 
 
On Thursday morning, we received further details regarding the exams this summer for 
students in Years 11 and 13.  The government still consider exams to be the fairest and most 
appropriate method of assessing students and are implementing measures to help ensure that 
they are not further disadvantaged by the consequences of the pandemic.  Previously they 
had altered the dates for the examination series, extending it until 2 July.  Yesterday’s 
announcement confirmed the following: 
 
 More generous grade boundaries, which will generate grades akin to last summer, will be 

applied across all subjects this year. 
 Students will receive advance notice of some topic areas covered in GCSE, AS and 

A Level exams, to help them focus their revision.  The detail of this will not be available 
until the end of January. 

 Exam aids, such as formula sheets, will be provided in some exams to give students more 
confidence and reduce the amount of information they need to memorise. 

 Contingency exams – held shortly after the main exam series – to give students chance 
to sit a paper if they miss all their assessments in a subject because of illness or self-
isolation.  The contingency exam period runs until 16 July and students should be available 
until that date should they be needed. 

 Setting up a new expert group to look at differential learning and monitor the variation in 
the impact of the pandemic on students across the country. 

 
We hope this news offers some reassurance to our students, as well as parents and staff, that 
they will be rewarded for their continued hard work and preparation.  The mock exams, which 
will take place early in the new year, will offer a valuable indication of likely performance in the 
summer and students should prepare thoroughly for these. 
 

Continued … 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/parents%27-evening-booking-system
mailto:woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com


We have posted a letter from the Leeds School Immunisation Team on our website – please 
click here.  This is being shared to ensure that all parents can see this. 
 
Many thanks to all of those who have been so generous to donate money or gifts as part of 
our Christmas present appeal.  We will continue to collect gifts throughout the week ahead; if 
there is anything you would like to contribute please ask your son / daughter to hand it to a 
teacher. 
 
We look forward to a settled and purposeful fortnight in the run up to the Christmas 
break.  Please be mindful that, although lockdown has now ended, we must all continue to 
behave sensibly and responsibly following Tier 3 restrictions to ensure that the spread of 
infection remains low.  I am sure you will agree that self-isolation throughout the holiday period 
is something we would all like to avoid.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr T Jones 
Associate Principal 
 
 

 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Letter_from_school_immunisations_-_Nov_20-1606735617.pdf

