
 
 
 
5 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
You will be aware of the re-introduction of the national lockdown and the implications of this 
for your family.  Whilst secondary schools were already under limited numbers on site, this 
has now been extended to February half term in the first instance.  There are also significant 
further restrictions placed on us all and we would be grateful if you could discuss these with 
your son/daughter ensuring they stay at home and stay safe.  For further information on the 
new national lockdown, please click here. 
 
We appreciate that this is challenging for all and this letter is intended to support students and 

parents as we move into remote learning for a longer period of time. 

Examinations 
 
We understand that many parents and students will be anxious about exams that are 
scheduled to take place this year.  External exams taking place over the course of the next 
month will go ahead.  Students must attend school on the date and time stated on their 
external examination timetable and should make their way directly to the venue.  We will make 
you aware of any updates regarding the summer exams when we know more.  The mock 
examination series for both Years 11 and 13, which was planned to go ahead this month, will 
not take place as intended.  In the meantime, it is very important that your son/daughter 
continues to engage fully with the remote learning being provided by teachers in each of their 
lessons to give them the best possible chance of success in whatever is decided nationally. 
 
Remote learning 
 
Students in Years 7-13 will be set work via Microsoft Teams by their teachers and should 
follow their normal timetable from home.  Students should log into the Microsoft Teams 
account for the start of each lesson.  The remote lesson may take a variety of forms including 
live presentations by the teacher, recorded videos and text chats.  Teachers will be available 
to support students throughout the lesson.  If help is needed, students are reminded to 
communicate with teachers in a formal and polite manner.  They should also be reminded of 
their responsibility towards appropriate behaviour whilst using digital platforms.  They should 
not use the chat function to communicate with other students and should follow the instructions 
of their teacher at all times.  Parents are asked to support remote learning by providing a quiet 
space in which students can work; by supporting their time management throughout the school 
day; and by ensuring they have the necessary digital resources and informing school if this is 
difficult (in the first instance please contact the appropriate Year Tutor). 
 

Continued … 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#if-you-break-the-rules


Timetabled Core PE lessons will not take place remotely and lesson time can be used to 
catch-up on other work or access the Oak National Academy resources.  The PE department 
will provide a daily programme of exercise (20 minutes) that can be completed by all students 
at some point throughout the day.  Lessons for BTEC and GCSE PE will take place remotely 
as per all other subjects. 
 
Support 
 
In line with previous extended school closure, please note the following support: 
 

 We will move to a voucher system for students in receipt of Free School Meals (as was 
the case over the Christmas period).  Mr Cook is overseeing this and we would reiterate 
that this scheme does not require you to give any bank details.   

 We also know that some families may find themselves becoming eligible for Free School 
Meals due to changes in circumstances.  Please email Mrs J Hudson at 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school on 0113 887 3600 should you 
need this support.   

 In addition, other hardship support may also be available.  Please contact Mrs Standage 
at standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com if you require this support. 

 If any student requires period products they can contact Miss Broadbent at 
broadbent.l@woodkirkacademy.com. 

 Please continue to use the email address safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com for any 
safeguarding concerns. 

 
We will endeavour to keep in touch with students and families in a variety of ways beyond the 
delivery of lessons.  These may include calls on the phone and through Microsoft Teams, and 
via our weekly newsletter.  We will also provide a weekly assembly from w/c 11 January for 
students to watch. 
 
Finally, thank you for your ongoing support and messages of thanks.  As we said at the start 
of the first extended school closure, life is difficult for so many of you at the moment; please 
do take care, keep in touch and know that Woodkirk will do everything it can to support you 
and your families through the next few weeks.  Please stay safe and look after each other. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
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