
 
 
 
6 November 2020 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. 
 
The national lockdown, which is now in force across the country, will, undoubtedly, have an 
impact on the lives of us all.  At Woodkirk, we aim to keep things as normal as we possibly 
can.  Albeit under slightly different circumstances, with your support, we have managed to do 
this well in the first half term of the year.  Thank you in advance for your efforts to work with 
the school to ensure we can continue to do the best for our school and the local community. 
 
As per the information already shared with you, since the half term break, we have received 
notification of a small number of additional positive cases.  Once again, we were able to deal 
with these quickly and effectively thanks, in no small part, to the prompt and accurate 
information shared by those affected and the work of staff, often beyond the school day.   
 
Until this point, we have been sending text messages to all parents informing them of positive 
cases in school.  Moving forward, we will continue to use the text message service to inform 
individuals of the need to self-isolate and / or if a whole year group bubble needs to go 
home.  To keep other families updated when positive cases are confirmed, we will notify 
parents through the MyEd App.  If you have not already installed this APP onto your phone / 
tablet please find instructions here.  It is vital that we have up to date contact details (address, 
phone/mobile number and email address).  If these have changed recently, please send the 
information to reception at woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.co.uk including your name 
and the name and form group of your son / daughter(s). 
 
Please be reminded of the national expectations: if symptoms of COVID-19 are experienced 
by somebody in your household, then all members of the household should begin self-isolation 
and a test for the symptomatic person should be sought.  If this test is positive, the household 
should complete a period of 14 days’ isolation from the date the symptoms were first 
experienced and the infected person should complete 10 days’ isolation from the same 
point.  If no symptoms are present, the household should complete a period of 14 days’ 
isolation from the date of the test.   If the test is negative then there is no need to isolate.  If 
the return to school for any students will be affected by self-isolation due to a positive case in 
the household, please contact the Attendance Team in the usual way.  If your son / daughter 
has been instructed to self-isolate due to close contact please do all you can to insist that this 
is followed; we all have a duty to support the national response to the pandemic. 
 
 

Continued … 
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The government have now confirmed that children on the shielding list are being advised not 
to attend school from Thursday 5 November until 2 December.  We have been informed by 
Leeds City Council that parents will receive a letter from the government formally giving them 
this information.  Further, we are told that most children originally identified as clinically 
extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow this advice.  Parents are advised to speak to 
their GP or specialist clinician if they have not already done so, to understand whether their 
son / daughter should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable.  The full guidance 
regarding shielding can be found here. 
 
Thank you for helping us to ensure that your son / daughter arrives to school on time and for 
helping to manage traffic around the entrances by dropping them a little further from the school 
site.  Please ensure they have sufficient time to walk into the building – we expect them to be 
at the classroom for their scheduled start time and are finding a small number are not leaving 
sufficient time to get there. 
 
On Wednesday, students enjoyed a Form Time session at the start of the day during which 
Armistice Day was considered.  Alongside this, the work of The Royal British Legion was 
discussed.  Because of the current circumstances our students will not be attending the 
Remembrance Day service as they normally would; instead a wreath will be laid in school at 
the statue donated to us by ex-student Simon Brown, a former corporal with the Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.  Simon was severely injured in Afghanistan and has 
since been working tirelessly on behalf of the Royal British Legion, Help for Heroes and blind 
veterans’ charities.  To mark Armistice Day, students and staff will observe a silence at 11am 
on Wednesday 11 November. 
 
On Friday 13 November, the first progress reports of the year will be published.  Usernames 
and passwords will be issued to the parents of students new to the school who do not have 
siblings here.  New user details will be sent out on Monday 9 November.  When looking for 
the email please check junk or clutter folders.  If using gmail the message will go into the 
updates inbox.  If you already have a son/daughter at the school then any new siblings will be 
added to your account and your username and password remains the same. 
 
I will be in touch again next week to update you on any important matters.  In the meantime, 
stay safe and enjoy the weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr T Jones   
Associate Principal 
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