
 
 
 
 

8 January 2021 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 
As we come to the end of the first week of the Spring term, we hope this letter finds you well. 
 
It has been a turbulent week.  We started our return to school with students being asked to 
work from home in order for secondary schools to introduce mass testing.  This swiftly 
progressed to the country being placed into a third national lockdown and primary schools 
also being shut.  Then followed the announcement that all of this summer’s examinations for 
GCSE, AS and A Level subjects are cancelled and will be replaced by teacher assessments, 
the exact details of which are not yet known. 
 
Despite this turbulence, Woodkirk students and staff have quickly adapted to remote learning, 
embracing the opportunities this presents.  Those students on site are receiving exactly the 
same education, accessing their lessons alongside their peers using Microsoft Teams.  
Engagement levels are being tracked and are high.  We are delighted to be able to share in 
the e-newsletter the names of students who have been recognised for praise in only three 
days since the system was launched.   Well done to these students and we look forward to 
this list growing each week.  We will look to provide further rewards over the coming weeks. 
 
Engagement is key to your son or daughter being successful and we will look at the structure 
of the school day whilst they are working remotely to see if we can adapt it to support them 
and their learning.  Next week, students will need to follow their Week B2 timetable and any 
changes will be introduced for the start of week commencing 18 January.   
 
Students in Years 11 and 13 must also continue with their timetable of remote learning.  The 
curriculum for these year groups is currently unchanged and students should work with focus 
and determination, just as they would had public examinations not been cancelled.  Although 
the specific details about the assessment of students this year are not yet available, we can 
be confident that the progress they make in the coming weeks and months will provide 
valuable evidence to support the award of their qualification grades.  Furthermore, the 
knowledge gained will support future paths in life.  It is pleasing to see that the vast majority 
have chosen to do this already.  Please click here to read a statement from Simon Lebus, the 
Chief Regulator of examinations in England.  This is the most current information we have 
about this summer’s examinations. 
 
We had been planning for the introduction of asymptomatic (mass) testing.  This is now on 
hold.  For those students who are on-site, we will introduce serial testing for close contacts of 
confirmed positive cases.  Information, including consent details which are required before 
any testing can take place, will be shared next week.  We will not be able to extend testing to 
students working remotely at this time.  It should be noted that the tests available in school do 
not replace the PCR tests, which must be sought if any of the symptoms of COVID-19 are 
seen.  As a reminder these are:  
 

 a new and persistent cough; or  

 a high temperature; or  

 a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
Continued … 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021?utm_source=346946ed-132b-4e68-8f67-2fe5f64f6e05&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


 
Until a negative result is received, they must self-isolate and should continue their isolation for 
at least 10 days should the test result be positive.  In the case of a positive test, other members 
of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 10 days from the day after 
the individual tested positive. 
 
The government have announced a scheme where disadvantaged students can get online 
using free mobile data increases. You can request this support if each of the following applies:  
 
 your child is learning from home due to the disruption with face-to-face education; 
 the children for whom you’re responsible do not have enough phone data to access on-

line learning each and this needs increasing. 
 
This scheme temporarily increases data allowances for mobile phone users on certain 
networks. This will allow other devices to connect to the internet via a mobile phone so children 
and young people can access remote education if their face-to-face education is disrupted.  
More details can be found on the Academy website – please click here -  and we would 
encourage those who are eligible to apply.  Please remember that Woodkirk Academy will 
not ask for your bank account details for this or any other support. 
 
As detailed in our letter dated 5 January, please note the following support:  
 
 We also know that some families may find themselves becoming eligible for Free School 

Meals due to changes in circumstances. Please email Mrs J Hudson at 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school on 0113 887 3600 should you 
need this support.  

 In addition, other hardship support may also be available. Please contact Mrs Standage 
at standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com if you require this support.  

 If any student requires period products they can contact Miss Broadbent at 
broadbent.l@woodkirkacademy.com   

 Please continue to use the email address safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com  for any 
safeguarding concerns.  

 
Information and Parents’ Evenings for parents of Year 8 students will take place remotely this 
half term.  Further details will be shared about these, and any other events, in due course.   
 
Thank you for your support and kind words this week.  There is no doubt that we all face 
challenges but be reassured that we face these together as the Woodkirk community.  Please 
stay safe and take care of yourselves. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
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